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The Idyllic Xicheng Gardens
Liu Yida -

The Xicheng Gardens is an invaluable heritage left over to us by this ancient
capital of six past dynasties, it is also a bright pearl mounted in the grand
landscapes of Beijing, the Capital of China. Xicheng Gardens is not only a very
important component, but also the epitome of assemble of the primes of Beijing
gardens. In this sense, strolling in the Xicheng Gardens, you will be able to
experience the verve of the Beijing gardens and appreciate its charm. This kind
of verve and charm can be summarized by eight Chinese characters, that is, yun
ji duo zi, ru shi ru hua, or accumulating multiples splendor, picturesque and
idyllic.

Idyllic, this is exactly our impression of the landscapes of the Xicheng
Gardens. The landscapes of Xicheng Gardens are manifested with solid
pictures, frozen poems and flowing music. These solid pictures, frozen poems
and flowing music invite us to taste with a caring and exquisite feel. Behold,
Jjust a few pieces of lawns, a few ancient cypresses, a few artificial rockworks,
a few water ponds, and a few pavilions, seemingly ordinary and yet integrates
perfectly and harmoniously the humanistic concepts and Nature’s engineering
that embodies the profound cultural implications and wonder imaginations.

The weeping willow at the bank of the Beihai Park, the ancient cypress in
the Jinghan Park, the water lily inside the Shichahai Park, the wet land in the
Rendinghu Lake, the central flower bed in the Jinrongjie (Financial District),
the luxuriant flowers and greenbelt along both sides of the street-:--- whether
the royal gardens or the Wangfu Garden left over by our ancestors, or the
plaza landscapes and street essays of the modern metropolis, the refinement
and grandeur of the parks, the wonder and elegance of the gardens, all can be
branded condensation of the fairyland and reproduction of the Southern China.

Inside the Xicheng Gardens, this kind of gardening and craftsmanship, that
resembles the harmony of man with nature and the integration of objects with
scenery, has been extended to large public green spaces, featured park avenues,
gardening work units, campus, sub-districts and communities, so much so
that they have even crept into the courtyards and balconies of the residential
buildings. The green trees echoing each other, flowers bearing their beauty,
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water flowing calmly and rocks standing in loneness, greenbelt evenly dotting
its verdure, and small courtyard permeated with fragrance, with their show
of originality, the Gardening administration and the landscape designers can
actually excel nature with their wonderful workmanship in just a tiny piece
of land in the downtown area and accommodate myriad of images. A stone,
a tree, a scenery, and an object, each is endowed with symbolism, allegory
and comparison, giving rise to people’s imagination and association amidst
viridescence or just a simple move of action. The loftiness and exquisiteness of
the Xicheng landscape certainly leaves people with aftertastes.

As fragrant flowers invite butterflies, beautiful landscapes will attract
people. The beauty and elegance of the Xicheng Gardens will naturally
make people reluctant to leave and couldn’t help taking photographs of the
beautiful landscapes with camera in hand to retain the beautiful sceneries. This
photograph album of Xicheng Gardens is precisely the collection of a number of
photographers.

Through the camera lens of the photographer, the Xicheng Gardens have now
become lively. These works are not ordinary and dull descriptions, nor do they
just skim over the surface; rather, they employ different artistic methods, such
as realistic writing, vivid freehand expressions, symbolism and allegories etc.,
and grasp the quintessence, the expression and manners of the landscapes of the
Xicheng Gardens, exhibiting in front of the people changes of the four seasons
and the climates of the Xicheng Gardens, for what these works catch are artistic
inspirations, fixing the transient scenery of nature in the frame, revealing the
idyllic appeal of the gardening landscape, making each scene and object more
vivid and lively, as if the viewer is personally present on the scene.

I believe that those who have seen this photographic work collection will not
only have a clear understanding of the Xicheng Gardens, but also give rise to
wonderful imaginations that while enjoying the artistic esthetic feeling will also
increase your love for the Xicheng District.

February 2008
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The Lotus Flower Market in

the Early Spring
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