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FOR THE LADY OF THE CAMELLIAS.
AND THEY RE ALMOST TWICE AS LARGE AS USUAL.
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Amille(1936)is one of the most romantically-
atmospheric films ever made. It is a
tearjerker classic-a well-known, lavish,
luxuriously-mounted, melodramatic tragedy
of Hollywood's Golden Age. Director George
Cukor's film, his first with Greta Garbo, was
also the first talking version of the content. It
was adapted from Alexandre Dumas Fils'
(the Younger) 1852 novel (La Dame aux
Camelias) of the doomed romance of a courtesan in 19th century
Paris. The title role character in this tearjerker was immortalized
and based upon one of Dumas' actual acquaintances in Paris-a
youthful courtesan named Marie Alphonsine du Plessis who died
at the age of twenty—-four of tuberculosis.

Garbo's portrayal of the beautiful but sickly Parisian courtesan,
who fatefully falls in love with a young French nobleman (25
year-old Robert Taylor), is widely considered the definitive
version of the Camille story. Garbo's first talkie film was
advertised with the promotional line: "Garbo Talks!" - so
naturally, jokes at the time suggested that this film should be
advertised as: "Garbo Coughs!"

Marguerite Gauthier is born poor but becomes the Dame aux
Camille, one of the most glamorous courtesans in Paris. She is
kept by the wealthy and powerful Baron de Varville, but after
years of her rich lifestyle she falls in love with Armand, a man of
more limited means. The two plan a life together, but Armand's
father begs Camille to leave his son, knowing her past could cause
a scandal. She agrees, and finds herself alone and suffering from
tuberculosis.
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