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1. Time

B

Amn; What time did you get
here?

Betty:
(1:05). What time is it now?

I got here at one o five

Ann: My watch says a quarter
past one (1:15). What time is
Joan coming?

Betty: She doesn’t finish work
until one thirty (1:30). I think
she’ll get here at about one

fifty (1:50).

Anm: Well, I've got to meet a
friend at two fifteen (2:15),

s0 let’s order some food now.
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Are you doing anything this

afternoon?

Betty: I'd like to take a nap.
Last night I didn’t get to bed
until two thirty (2:30) and I
had to get up at ten to eight
(7:50) this morning. But I’ve
got a Chinese class at three
(3:00).

Amn; How long is your class?

Betty: It’s two hours long.

Amn; Afterwards, you can go

home and go to sleep.

Betty: I wish I could. But in
the evening I have to teach
English from seven to nine.
And after class I’'m meeting a
friend for dinner at half past
nine. I don’t think Tll get
home until past eleven. And
I should spend an hour or so
reviewing my Chinese.

Amn; Hey, it’s almost two now.
Where's Joan?
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Betty: I don’t know. It should REE, MEEHOE
take only about fifteen minutes K+ AT, TREE

to get here. Maybe she has MEKXEE —~®BF T
to work a little late today. o

Ann: I have to go. Say hello to BEET, RHBEE
her for me. See you around.  fih, [EFHE,

* Telling time in English is really very easy. If you're
not sure how to say the time, remember you can always say
first the hour and then the minutes: ten o one (10:01), three
thirty (3:30), twelve fifty nine (12:59). You don't have to

use ‘a quarter to’, ‘twenty past’, or ‘half past'.

HIERSRHRARIER A SN, BT HEERE,
ELEIRBATILLIERME:, RABRRTAY: ten o one (10:01),
three thirty (3:30), twelve fifty nine (12:59), {ZAFAR ‘a
quarter to', ‘twenty past’, ¢ ‘half past’,



2. Past and Future Time

% fu R A Wy R

Ginger;: When did you arrive?
Helen: I got here three days ago.

Ginger: What have you been
doing?

Helen: I spent the day before
yesterday sleeping. I was very
tired. Yesterday I saw some
old friends.

Ginger: What are your plans?

Helen: Tomorrow I intend to
go to the New Territories.
‘The day after tomorrow I'm

going to Hongkong Univer- .
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sity. What about you? What

are you doing?

Ginger: 1 have exams in a cou-

ple of weeks. I'm planning to
take a trip to Malaysia and

- Singapore in a month or two.

Helen: That sounds nice. Have

you been to China yet?

Ginger: Yes, 1 visited Canton
abou® two years ago. Do you
know that Frank is going to
China in five days? He’s go-

ing to Shanghai and Peking.

He’ll be in China for about

three weeks\

Helen:

time. But I want to wait until
Maybe
I'll apply in five or six months.

1 hope I can go some-

my Chinese is better.

Ginger: Would you like to see
a movie about China? There’s
one showing now. The next
feature starts in about fifteen

minutes.
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Helen: Can we get there in time? HFIER LB

Ginger: Sure, we can get to the  EREB L, KEt+o
theatre in about ten minutes.  SiZcf & IEt 7T L BlE

Helen: Okay, let’s go. 69, =8,

#* Remember that when talking about the future it's
‘in a day, two months, five years, etc.’, not larer a day ...’
fn the past, it's ‘a month, five days etc. ago’, not ‘before
five days’.

SRR AR, 3EH ‘in a day, two months, five
years, etc.’, MiAR{& Yater a day ...', (@7 HER ‘a month,
five days etc. ago', TN ‘hefore five days’,




3. Present Tense
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Charles: What time do you
usually get up?

Peter: It’s hard to say. During
the week I usually get up at
around eight, but on the week-
ends I sometimes sleep until
ten.

Charles: You're lucky. I have
to be at work at eight, and it
takes me an hour to get there.
I don’t get home until nine at
night.

Peter: Do you get any days off?

Charles: I get three days off a
month.
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Peter: What do you do on your

holidays?

Charles: Often I go to the

movies. Sometimes I go to

the New Territories.

Peter: Do you ever go to the
beach?

Charles:

know how to swim,

I don’t
How

Very seldom.

about you?

Peter:

at least once a week. Swim-

During the summer, I go

ming is very good exercise.

Charles:

exercise at work.

Well, I get plenty of
I'm always
very tired. When I get home
from work, I eat dinner and

often go straight to bed.

Peter: Your life is very hard. 1
finish work at five thirty. In

the evening I often go out.

Charles: What do you do?
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Peter: Sometimes I go tot&} HHEERT. HHFE
movie. Sometimes [ visit a REKF:H. BREF
friend’s house. I often go to P2BRERFBIAT. B
a park or just walk around. THHEEHEEHEE,

Occasionally, I go shopping.

Charles: I hardly ever do any  5—JHEHRETFHEK
of those things. 4 FiHE,

* Although calied ‘present tense’, the present tense is
not used for actions you're doing right now. Instead, it is
used for repeated actions. For example, you say, ‘I eat
dinner at seven every day,’ The present tense is also used
for statements of fact, e.g., ‘The earth revolves round the

sun.” Also, notice that in negative sentences you use ‘don't’

or ‘doesn't’, e.g. ‘| don't get up early.’

MR [ BEX |, HEARNETEERERIRBE
A 1ER), TRERAR—SRENH . Fl, #RE: 1 eat
dinner at seven every day’. B AFERNRIIHEE, ¥,
‘The earth revoives round the sun.’ F 4 BET BT 2 40F
‘don’t’ 3% ‘doesn't™ iifr: ‘I don’t get up early.’



4. Present Continuous Tense

AL & T

Christine: What are vou doing’

Nothing much. I'm just
There’s

Sylvia:
watching television.

nothing good on.
Christine: Where’s Charles?

Sylvia: He's still working. He
usually doesn’t get home until

nine.

Christine: Are

the children sleeping?

It’s very quiet.

Sylvia: Jane is doing her home-
work. John’s visiting a friend.
* So, I'm just relaxing for ‘a
little while. I haven’t seen you
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