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A Happy Potter - | am a book worm

The charm of pottery lies in the unlimited possibility one can do with this medium:it can be carved or molded into shapes of two
or three dimensions;lts crystal-like transparent coating allows for a variety of thickness:; it can be as simple or extravagant
as you want it to be. In one word, it responds to each and every request in such a manner that joy and content are surly

guaranteed to anyone taking up pottery.

All my pottery works are created in Ci-Yang Kiln, and for years | have indulged in playing with clay and glaze and, sometimes have
been tooabsorbed by pottering to be self-aware. At Ci—Yang Kiln, located in the hills of suburban Tucheng, Taipei County, | am
surrounded by the green of mountains and the blue of creeks and accompanied the buzzing and humming of insects of all sorts:
dragonflies, grasshoppers, butterflies, beetles,and many other unnamable to me. Often I have found myself losing senses of

time and place, wondering when and where I am in mood of overflowing joy.

Pottery has always been an art form with an international appeal as it enables expression in almost every aspect one can possibly
think of : decorative, practical and non—practical, descriptive, expressive, sculptural, and architectural. For me, pottery is not
just about art creation, it is more about expressing my own ideas, feelings and imaginations in a way that transcends forms and
materials to reach a new sphere of infinity, where various challenges and all the undercurrents that run, collide and surface
therein may be seen as a reflection of all the conflicts and paradoxes between the fast tempo and chaos of urban consumerism in the
modern world and the tranquility and contemplativeness of rural life in the traditional period. A heated debate, which is centered
on the issues of modernism versus postmodernism and globalization versus localization, thus unfolds and impels us to face it with

the most serious thinking of an utterly sincere mind.

As a happy potter, | have only a simple hope, i.e., to express and share what | have felt, seen and understood in the modern society
that is marked withcomplexity, chaos and constant changes through the joy of pottering; through clay, glaze and fire; and , through

pottery carving, composite medium and installation art.

Yuan Chin-Taa
11/27/2004
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