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[Scene: King Lear’s palace]

(Kent has previously entered. Enter King Lear, Corn

wall, Albany, Goneril, Regan, Cordeliaand Attendants.

Give me the map there. Know we have dividec

In three our kingdom: and ’tis our fast inten

To shake all cares and business from our age;

Conferring them on younger strengths, while
we

Unburthen’d crawl toward death.

Tell me, my daughters, —

Which of you shall we say doth love us most?

Goneril,

Our eldest-born, speak first.

Sir, I love you more than words can wield the
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matter; .

Dearer than 'e.ye-sight, space and liberty;

Beyond what can be valued, rich or rare;

No less than life, with grace, health, beauty,
honour;

A love that makes breath poor, and speech un-
able;

Beyond all manner of so much I love you.

Of all these bounds, even from this line to this,

With shadowy forests and with champains
rich’d,
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Regan:

Cord:

With plenteous rivers and wide-skirted meads,
We make thee lady. |
What says our second daughter,

Our dearest Regan?

I am made of that self metal as my sister,
And prize me at her worth,

To thee and thine hereditary ever

Remain this ample third of our fair kingdom;
(Aside) What shall Cordelia do? Love and be silent.
Now, our joy, .

Although the last, not least;

What can you say to draw

. A third more opulent than your sisters? Speak.

Cord:

Nothing, my lord.

Nothing!

Nothing.

Nothing will come of nothing: speak again.
Unhappy that I am, I cannot heave

My heart into my mouth: I love your majesty
According to my bond; nor more nor less.
How, how, Cordelia! mend your speech a little,
Lest it may mar your fortunes.

Good my lord,
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Cord:

Cord:

You have Ibegot me, bred me, loved me: I

Return those duties back as are right fit,
Obey you, love you, and most honour you.
But I shall never marry like my sisters,

To love my father all.

But goes thy heart with this?

Ay, good my lord.

So young, so untender?

So young, my lord, and true.

Let it be so; thy truth, then, be thy dower:
Here I disclaim all parental care,
Propinquity and property of blood,

And as a stranger to my heart and me

Hold thee, from this, for ever.
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Kent: Good my liege, —

Lear: Peace, Kent!

Kent: Royal Lear, —

Lear: Kent, on thy life, no more. :

Kent: My life I never held but as a pawn
To wage against thy enemies.

Lear: Out of my sight! (Laying his hand on his

sword.)
Alb & Com: Dear sir, forbear.
Kent: Do;

Kill thy physician, and the fee bestow
Upon thy foul disease.
Lear: Hear me, recreant!
Kent: Il tell thee thou dost evil.
Lear: On thine allegiance, hear me!
Since thou hast sought to make us break our
vow,
Which we durst never yet,
Take thy reward.
Five days we do allot thee, for provision
To shield thee from diseases of the world;
And on the sixth to turn thy hated back
Upon our kingdom: if, on the tenth day fol- -
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Nar:

Kent:

Npr:

lowing, o
Thy banish’d trunk be found in our dominions,
The moment is thy last. Away! by Jupiter,
This shall not be revoked.

§

Honest Kent, condemned to exile, disguises
himself and stays on in England to watch over
his Beloved king.

[Scene: The Duke of Albany’s palace]

(Enter Kent, disguised.)

Now, banish’d Kent,

If thou canst serve where thou dost stand con-
demn’d,

So may it come, thy master, whom thou lovest,

Shall find thee full of labours.

When old Lear, at the head of his small retinue :
of a hundred knights, visits his eldest daughter,
Goneril, Kent, disguised as a poor serving man,
comes upon the king.



