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I. On the Arrival of a Foreign Guest

AT THE AIRPORT

Excuse me, but aren’t you Mr. A?

Yes, I am.

I'm an interpreter from the China National XX
Corporation. My name is Li.

How do you do, Mr. Li?

How do you do? Our director, Mr. Chang has come
to meet you. May I introduce him to you? This is

our director, Mr. Chang. This is Mr. A from XX.
(They exchange how do you do’s.)

It’s awfully nice of you to come to meet me, Mr.
Chang.

Oh, it’s a pleasure. I hope you’ve had a pleasant trip.
Quite a nice one, thank you.

Is this your first trip to China, Mr. A?

Yes, the very first.

I hope you’ll have a pleasant stay here.

Thank you. I'm sure I shall enjoy it.

The bag seems quite heavy. May I help you with it?
No, thanks. I can manage it all right.

Shall we go through the customs formalities first?
It’1l take just a minute.

Well, Mr. Li, I'm a total stranger here; I suppose the
safest way is to put myself at your disposal. What-
ever you say goes.

Mr. A, I'm sorry I'll have to leave you now as I have
an appointment at 10. I’'m sure Mr. Li will look into
everything for you, and take you to the hotel.
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