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Mianzhu New Year Picture is a folk art of block printed New
Year pictures developed in the south-western part of China, and
was named after the City of Mianzhu in Sichuan Province where
these New Year pictures were produced. Mianzhu is one of the
leading producing areas of New Year pictures in China and was
appointed by the Ministry of Culture to be the “China Folk Art
Village (For the Folk Art of Block Printed New Year Pictures)”
in 1983,

Lively and vivacious, Mianzhu New Year Picture is easy to
understand in its composition. With its unstrained and unaffected
style along with its varied forms, it strikes us with a decorative
nature as well as strong vitality and pronounced local colour.

There are usually two kinds of New Year pictures produced in
Mianzhu, the red pictures (e.g. the house guardians, square “dou
fang”and rectangular “zhongtang”etc. ) and the black-and-white
pictures (e.g. the block printed posters). Their subjects are, for
the most part, to amass fortune or celebrate festivity.

The New Year pictures of Mianzhu were painted on a kind of
local pink paper which was used especially for pictures, and with
various mineral pigments including red, yellow, blue and green
colours. This has enhanced the vernacular features of this
Chinese folk art.

Mianzhu New Year Pictures have been put on display several
times in German, Japan, USA, France, Canada, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and Macau, and collected by many foreign museums,

art galleries, art centres and universities since the 80s.
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