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(1) Message from Mr. H.M.G. Forsgate,

Chairman, Urban Council

The Urban Council is honoured to present with the Min Chiu Socjety the Exhibition
“Selected Treasures of Chinese Art” to mark its 30th anniversary. Like former
exhibitions jointly presented with the Society, this display of selected works of
Chinese art and antiquities will bring much joy and enlightenment to the people of
Hong Kong.

For thirty years, members of the Society have dedicated their efforts to the
collection and study of Chinese art. Their willingness 0 share the fruits of their
collecting efforts with the public through exhibitions jointly presented with the Urban
Council has contributed significantly towards promoting general interest in the study
of Chinese art and culture.

T would like to take this opportunity to wish the Min Chiu Socicty every success in the

years to come.

H.M.G. Forsgate
Chairman, Urban Council




(7)) BORKM&LERF L

P EEHAE R LTI ASET > SR — LT ) - b L
=tmar 2 FEFRPEECE B R a0 -

SHER CBAEERH © (OR EFRAYE S  RIEAT OB © 418 =t i -
A R T 4L & » HBEL A T LS R R 0 L
58 TR b N A H L TR A T SRR — SR L A -
’\HriﬁM@vwwﬁ5 f+¢m~wrﬂkﬁ 5 b R TR R 2R
bk ST @ A R R - 1
ZIh IR BORFLA AT ANCEE - SN
zwwwwmmmwn"wr:m&Mé'%ﬂ’ém

a

A

oy RARRERL » F R Y09 L AR
ﬁﬁﬁHfFbeHf_x.thH"/ﬂ‘b TREHED - 2
RN RE o

— fmi I @WEE’F
FRRLIE PSR B e E R (0

FRlfin » 11 FOBEEIREE » JRMCIREN E - BT BUEHE > WHEL - 8 A TR
b FRIMHD— AR R a7 HETE ARG RS @0 A RIS S — a7 -

o B -k

B — WAOETEF & SR T (R RE > AT h B2 " Ak
T — AL LT PR (L R
BIERH—(FPLE T RS - b

KB =+ 8
B AR R DGR A E - AR
VR R E BRE EE TR R RGEE LY

ILRRE . RAEBEE EATAR - b AREE AL WE—EE A HihATA
o RS BWAN 5T E AL SR E S L - A RS TSI AE & (s
#E o FAUH T AT A0S F58 0 TR B ASH - RAR BT (Bt LHERL - B
EREFPUGESE SWZ - mRTREOA - €55 34 -

R R - SREERL
EKREE R R
AN IR Tl 572

S8 RBE - £T00 - R EB2 A%
© ol B AR AR R LB B S %, 2 SREARR) - F KRR B LUEAR I

N




(2) Foreword by Chairman Min Chiu Society

This vear marks the thirtieth anniversary of the founding of the Min Chiu Society.
To all the members of the Society, who are not only interested in collecting but also in
promoting a better understanding and appreciation of Chincse art and culture, this year
of “maturity” has enduring significance.

A time span of three decades is by no meaus a bricf period, especially in an era of
great changes, trials and hardships.  Before the founding ot the Min Chiu Socicty, under
of more than a century of colonial rule with its emphasis on Western culture, traditional
Chincse culture had never flourished in Hong Kong.  Little had been done to promote
the study and appreciation of Chinese art and culture. Tudced, at the time of the
inception of the Society, Hong Koug was considered a “Cultural desert”.  Since the earty
formative days, however, the members of the Min Chiu Society have been working hard
o change this “desert” image.  For the past thirty years, members’ interest in
connoisseurship of Chinese art has never subsided and the twice monthly meetings in the
club house have continued without interuption.  Consequently, the quality, as well as the
variety of the collections of its members has grown with time. A wide range of
cxhibitions and displays have been organized and catalogues published in years past with
the aim of exposing the collections of the members to the public.  On top of this,
individual members have also made substantial part of their collection available for special
exhibitions. Notable ones include the 1987 exhibition of Chinese Antiquities from the
Brian McElney Collection and Chinese Porcelain from the $.C. Ko Tianminlou Collection
both organized by the Hong Kong Museum of Art.  More recently the same Museum
also presented Brush and Clay, and an exhibition of Chinese Porcelain of the early 20th
century from the collection of Mr. Simon Kwan. At the same time the Art Gallery of
the Chinese University of Hong Kong mounted an exhibition of Chinese Ivories, aiso
from the Kwan collection.  All these are examples of the members’ delight and generosity
in sharing with the public their appreciation and love of the items in their collections.

Hong Kong has over the past decade or so become 2 major world centre for the
sales and collection of Chinese art.  The appreciation of Chinese art objects has gradually
gaiued in popularity and is now of considerable popular interest locally. A great many
exhibitions on Chinese art and material culture have been organized and other cultural
activities mounted to turther the understanding of Chinese culture. There must have

been muliiple driving forces behind all these cultural initiatives, but the work and efforts




of the Society over the past three decades should not be overlooked in this connection.

In cclebrating the thirtieth anniversary of the Min Chiu Society, we can look back
with satisfaction on the work that the Society has accomplished, and at the same time we
can also look forward to the future with confidence and enthusiasm.  To commemorare
this significant event, the Society has decided to mount another exhibition of Chinesc art
from the collection of its members.  Tn 1980, we organized the exhibitiou entitled “An
Anthology of Chinese Ceramics” 1o celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Socicty, and in
1985, ra coincide with our Silver Jubilee we prescuted “Anthology of Chinese Art” at the
Hong Kong Museum of Art.  The present exhibition follows the same direction and
represents an assemblage of the finest examples from members’ collections.  Thus, the
exhibition is fittingly entitled “Selected Treasures of Chiucse Art”.

For the present exhibition a total of 268 itcms were selected. of which there are 75

paintings and calligraphy, 105 ceramic items and 88 pieces in other media.  The painting
and calligraphy section is subdivided into two parts, pre 20th century (48 picces) and 20th
century (27 pieces), whereas the ceramics scction ranges from the neolithic petiod to the
Qing dynasty.  Objects in other media iuclude bronze, jade, carvings in bamboo, wood,
rhino horn, ivory, furniture and other minor arts.  Overall they reflect the increasing
diversity of the interests of members. which have expanded over the vears from the
traditional areas from painting, calligraphy and ceramics into other branches of Chinese
culture.

The Min Chiu Society has been closcly associated with the Hong Kong Muscum of
Artsince the sixties. For the present exhibition we haye once again enjoved the expertise
and co-operation of the Museum.  For the enthusiastic support of the Chairman, Urban
Council we extend our heartfelt thanks.  We are also especially indebted to Mr. Laurence
Tam, Chief Curator, Mrs. Christina Tong, Mr. Ho Kam Chuen, Curators and all the
others staff members of the Museum. On behalf of the Min Chiu Society 1 wish to
express our gratitude 1o all the above for making this special exhibition possible and 1

believe especially memorabile.
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(8) Preface by Mr. J.S. Lee

The Min Chiu Society was found some thirty yvears ago in 1960 by a group of art

collectors led by Messrs. Chen Kuang Fu and Hu Jen Mou.  Its 2im has been to promote
Chincse art and to foster connoisscurship in Chinese antiquities.  The name of
Min Chiu comes from The Analects ot Confucius in which the Master said “finding joy

iu antiquity I would readily seek knowledge there”. The first Chairman was Mr. Hu Jen

Mou, under whose leadership and farsighted guidance the society developed and grew.

The inception and initial planning of the activitics of the society were enthusiastically

supported by the founding members such as Lin Po Shou, Wong Pao Hsie, Chiu Leung
Hang, Huo Pao Tsai, Ip Yee, P.C. Wong, E.T. Chow, Ho Iu Kwong, Liu Han Tang and
Philip W.C. Mao. Mr. Hu had in addition served as Chairman of the Socicty for eight
different terms.  Indeed, without his dedication and contibution, the Society would
never have existed.

Initially, the home of the Society was at Ist floor, 41, Chatham Road, Kowloon.
Two years later it moved to Sunning Court, Hoi Ping Road, Hong Kong.  Then in 1978
some of the members raised funds and purchased new premises in Suite 401, Bowen
Mansion, Bowen Road for the purpose of renting to the Society. This spacious club
house soon proved to be an exceedingly convenient and suitable location for the
members.  Every month the members meet twice, during which ideas are exchanged on
the their reccut acquisitions or special items from their collections. Al types of Chinese
antiquities, ranging from painting and calligraphy to ceramics and jade are passed around
the members during the meetings and the objeets discussed. Members arc content to
share with each other without reservation their appreciation of Chinese art and the
passing round of specimens and discussions of the objects concerned enables knowledge
and connoisseurship (o be shared and many members through their shared interest in
Chinesc art have become close friends. At the same time their experience and
knowledge of Chinese antiquities have continued to grow. Their gencrosity and
magnanimous spirit has persisted throughout the history of the Society. During this
period a great many important collectors and art-lovers have become members of the
Society thus joining in promoting and preserving the traditional culture of Chinese art in
Hong Kong.

The Socicty maintaius a library for reading and research.  There are also display

cases for exhibiting sclections from members’ collections.  These facilities provide




opportunities for the members to perform serious research on their items and also
encourage group discussion and exchange of ideas.  Eminent scholars are also invited to
lecture during the monthly mectings and academic tours are organized to visit museums
and art galleries both in China and abroad so as to broaden the members’ horizon and
to maintain good relationships with relevant academic circles elsewhere. Furthermore
the Society also encourages the mounting of public exhibitions. The purpose of these
efforts is to exhibit the collecrions of members to the public and to stimulate community
interest and appreciation in the arts of China.  The first major exhibition of the Society
was mounted in 1966 at the Hong Kong City Muscum and Art Gallery.  The theme was
“Ming Paintings, Calligraphy and Porcelain™.  From then onwards a series of special
exhibition were organized in association with the Hong Kong Muscum of Art and the Art
Gallery of the Chinese University of Hong Kong.  Topics covered include “Paintings of
the Ming and Ching Dynasties”, “Dehua Porcelain” and “Chinese Jade Carving”. 1in
1985 1o mark the 25th anniversary of the Society a Silver Jubilec Exhibition at the Hong
Kong Museum of Art was organized under the leadership of Mr. Fan Chia, the then
Chairman.  Every exhibition of the Society 10 date has been well received by the public
and has won world-wide acclaim.  This coming winter marks the thirticth anniversary of
the Society. The Chairman, Mr. S.C. Ko has, together with the Society’s executive
committec planned a series of commemorative activities. The highlight will be an
exhibition at the Hong Kong Museum of Art, of a selection from members’ collection of
Chinese art through the centuries illustrative of China’s artistic genius accompanied by a
tully llustrated catalogue.  In addition a special volume of academic papers contributed
by renowned scholars on Chinese art will also be published to commemorate this occasion.
It has always been the aim of the Min Chiu Society to preserve objects of antiquity
and to promote public interest in the study and appreciation of Chinese art and culture.
On this auspicious occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of the Society, these original aims
need to be reinforced.  This is the purpose of this brief account of the history of the Min
Chiu Society. 1 am sure that every member not only shares my satisfaction on our
achicvement over the last three decades but also looks forward with confidence to a most

fruitful and rewarding future for the Society.
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