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December 6, 1052

I am Colonel Frank H. Schwable, 04429, and
was Chief of Stafl of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing
until shot down and captured on July §, 1952

My service with the Marine Corps began in 1929
and I was designated an aviator in 1931, secing duty
in many parts of the world. Just before I came to
Korea, T completed a tour of duty in the Division
of Aviation at Marine Corps Headquarters,

Directive of the Joint Chief of Staff

I arrived in Korea on April 10, 1952, to take
over my duties as Chief of Stafl of the lst Marine
Air-craft Wing. All my instruclions and decisions
were subject to confirmation by the Assistant Com-
manding General, Lemson-Scribner. Just before
assumed full responsibility for the duties of Chief
of Staff, General Lamson-Scribner called me into
his office to talk over various problems of the Wing.
During this conversation he said: *““Has Binney
given you all the background on the special missions
run by V.MF-513?" I asked him if he meant
“Suprop” (our code name for bacteriological bombs)
and he confirmed thiz. T told him I had been given
all of the background by Colonel Binney.

Colonel Arthur A, Binney, the officer I relieved
as Chief of Staff, had given me, as his duties re-
quired that he should, an ocutline of the general plan
of bacteriological warfare in Korea and the details
of the part played up to that time by the 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing.

The general plan for bacteriological warfare in
Korea was directed by the United States Joint Chiefs
of Staff in October, 1951. In that month the Joint
Chiefs of Stafl sent a directive by hand to the Com-
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manding General, Far East Command {at that time
General Ridgway), directing the initiation of bac-
teriological warfare in Korea on an initially small,
experimental siage but in expanding proportions.

This directive was passed to the Commanding
General, Far East Air Force, General Weyland, in
Tokyo. General Weyland then called into personal
conference (General Everest, Commanding General
of the 5th Air Force in Korea, and also the Com-
mander of the 19th Bomb Wing at Okinawa, which
unit operates directly under F.E.AF.

The plan that I shall now outline was gone over,
the broad aspects of the problem were agreed upon
and the following information was brought back to
Korea by General Everest, personally and verbally,
since for security purposes, it was decided not to
have anything in writing on this matter in Korea
and subjeet to possible capture.

Objectives
The basic objective was at that time to test,
under field conditions, the various elements of bac-
teriological warfare, and to possibly expand the field
tests, at a later date, into an element of the regular

comhat operations, depending on the results obtained
and the situation in Korea.

The effectiveness of the different diseases avail-
able was to be tested, especially for their spreading
or epidemiec qualities under warious circumstances,
and to test whether each disease caused a serious
disruption to enemy operations and civilian routine
or just minor inconveniences, or was contained com-
pletely, causing no diffieulties. Various types of
armament or containers were to be tried out under
field conditions and wvarious types of aircraft were
to be used to test their suitability as bacteriological
bomb vehicles,

Terrain types to be tested included high areas,
seacoast areas, open spaces, areas enclosed by moun-
tains, izolated areas, areas relatively adjacent to one
another, large and small towns and cities, congested
cities and those relatively spread out. Every pos-
sible type or combination of areas were to be tested.

These tests were to be extended over an unstated
period of time but sufficient to cover all extremes
of temperature found in Korea.

All possible methods of delivery were to be
tested as well as tactics developed to include initially,
night attack and then expanding into day attack by
specialised squadrons. Various types of bombing
were to be tried out and various combinations of
bombing, from single planes up to and including
formations of planes, were to be tried out with bac-
teriological bombs used in conjuction with conven-
tional bombs.
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Enemy reactions were particularly to be tested
or observed by any means available to ascertain what
his counter-measures would be, what propaganda
steps he would take, and to what extent his military
operations would be affected by this type of warfare.

Security measures were to be thoroughly tested
—both friendly and enemy. On the friendly side,
all possible steps were to be taken to confine know-
ledge of the use of this weapon and to control in-
formation on the subject. On the enemy side, every
possible means was to be used to deceive the enemy
and prevent his actual proof that the weapon was
being used.

Finally, if the situation warranted, while con-
tinuing the experimental phase of bactericlogical
warfare according to the Joint Chiefs of Staff direc-
tive, it might be expanded to become a part of the
military or tactical effort in Korea.

Initial Stage

The B-29s from Okinawa began using bacterio-
logical bombs in November, 1951, covering targets
all ever North Korea in what might be called random
bombing. One night the target might be in North-
east Korea and the next night in Northwest Korea.
Their bacteriological boemb operations were con-
ducted in combination with normal night armed re-
connaissance as a measure of economy and security.

Early in January, 1952, General Schilt, then
Commanding General of the 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing, was ealled to 5th Air Force Headquarters in
Seoul, where General Everest told him of the diree-
tive issued by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and ordered
him to have V.M.F-513—DMarine Night Fighter
Squadron 513 of Marine Aircraft Group 33 of the
1st Marine Aircraft Wing—participate in the bac-
teriological warfare programme. V.MF-513 was
based on K 8, the Air Force base at Kunsan of the
3rd Bomb Wing, whose B-28s had already hegun
bacteriological operations. V.M.F-313 was to bhe
serviced by the 3rd Bomb Wing,

While all Marine aircraft (combat types) shore
based in Korea operate directly under the 5th Air
Force, with the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing being kept
informed of their activities, when a new or con-
tinuing programme is being initiated, the 5th Air
Force normally has initially informed the Wing as
a matter of courtesy.

Towards the end of January, 1952, Marine night
fighters of 513 Squadron, operating as single planes
on night armed reconnaissance, and carrying bac-
teriological bombs, shared targets with the B-28s
covering the lower half of North Korea with the
greatest emphasis on the western portion. Sguadron
513 coordinated with the 3rd Bomb Wing on all these
missions, using F-7 F aircraft (Tiger Cats) because
of their twin engine safety.
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K 8 (Kunsan) offered the advantage of take-off
directly over the water, in the event of engine
failure, and both the safety and security of over
water flights to enemy territory.

For security reasons, no information on the types
of bacteria being used was given fo the 1lst Marine
Aireraft Wing,

In March, 1952, General Schilt was again called
to 5th Air Force Headguarters and verbally directed
by General Everest to prepare Marine Photographic
Squadron One (V.M.J.-1 Squadron) of -Marine Air-
craft Group 33, to enter the programme. V.M.J.-1
based at K 3, Marine Aircraft Group 33's base at
Pohang, Korea, was to use F-2 H-2 P photographic
reconnaissance aireraft (Banshees).

The missions would be intermittent and com-
bined with normal photographic missions and would
be scheduled by 5th Air Force in separate, Top
Secret orders.

The Banshees were brought into the programime
because of their specialised operations, equipment,
facilities and isolated area of operations at K 3.
They could penetrate further into North Korea as
far as enemy counter-action is concerned and worked
in two-plane sections involving a minimum of crews
and disturbance of normal missions. They could
also try out bombing from high altitudes in horizontal
flight in conjunction with photographic runs.

During Martch, 1952, the Banshees of Marine
Photographic Squadron One commenced bacteriolo-
gical operations, continuing and expanding the bac-
teriological bombing of North Korean towns, always
combining these operations with normal photographic
missions. Only a minimum of bomb supplies were
kept on hand to reduce storage problems and the
5th Air Force sent a team of two officers and several
men to K 3 (Pohang) to instruct the Marine special-
ists in handling the bombs.

The Navy's part in the programme was with the
F-9 Fs (Panthers), ADs (Skyraiders) and standard
F-2 Hs (Banshees), as distinet from the photo-
graphie configuration, using carriers off the east coast
of Korea.

The Aijr Force had also expanded its own opera-
tions to include squadrons of different type aircraft,
wilh different methods and lactics of employing bac-
teriological warfare.

This was the situation up to my arrival in Korea.
Subsequent thereto, the following main events took
place.

Operational Stage

During the latter part of May, 1952, the new
Commanding General of the 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing, General Jerome, was called to the 5th Air
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Force Headquarters and given a directive for ex-
panding bacteriological operations. The directive
was given personally and verbally by the new Com-
manding General of the 5th Air Force, General
Barcus.

On the following day, May 25, General Jerome
outlined the new stage of bacteriolcgical operations
to the Wing staff at a meeting in his office at which
I was present in my capacity as Chief of Staff.

The other staff members of the 1st Marine Air-
craft Wing present were: General Lamson-Scribner,
Assistant Commanding General; Colonel Stage, In-
telligence Officer (G-2); Colonel Wendt, Operations
Officer (G-3) and Colonel Clark, Logistics Officer
(G-4).

The directive from General Barcus, transmitted
to and discussed by us that morning, was as follows:

A contamination belt was to be established
across Korea in an effort to make the interdiction
programme effective in stopping enemy supplies from
reaching the front lines. The Marines would take
the left flank of this belt, to include the {wo cities of
Sinanju and Kunuri and the area between and
around them. The remainder of the belt would be
handled by the Air Force in the centre and the Navy
in the cast or right flank.

Marine Squadron 513 would be diverted from
its random targets to this concentrated {arget,
operating from K8 (Kunsan), still serviced by the
Ard Bomb Wing using F-7 Fs {Tiger Cats) because
of their twin engine safety. The Squadron was short
of these aircraft but more were promised.

The responsibility for contaminating the left
flank and maintaining the contamination was as-
signed to the Commander of Squadron 513 and the
schedule of operations left to the Sguadron’s discre-
tion, subject to the limitations that:

The initial contamination of the area was to be
completed as soon as possible and the area must then
be recontaminated or replenished, at periods not to
exceed 10 days.

Aircraft engaged on these missions would be
given a standard night armed reconnaissance mission,
usually in the Haeju Peninsula. On the way to the
target, however, these planes would go via Sinanju
or Kunuri, drop their bacteriological bombs and then
complete their normal missions. This would add
to the security and interfere least with normal mis-
sions,

Reports on this programme of mainfaining the
contamination belt would go direct to 5th Air Force,
reporting normal mission number so and so had been
completed “via Sinanju” or “via Kunuri” and stating

how many “Super-propaganda” bombs had been
dropped.

— 5 —



BB KO

Tv. FRRSEE (20 b e i

FH—-=FIRABHR » B W AN ®
Rl M ESRAREIEL] o LB e R A B
B9 B 2 T T T T S R o

B2, ST RTAGE A B > g R MR 2 — XL
#i+ AU ADR B i AT W R o ALApR AD
R ( 2P RRER ) Aetl > I RFAUA (i dest)
el > MEAMPEARY Y > (HRRMILRHE FIF
FUAEH © IR IRAERIE > S5 LRSI E I R AR
ByK—6IriiAEg > 1 K— 8 ( FEFIUM AN )
WA o JUEE > i SERRIRAY A > AU IRy Rtk
] FEAGEL B SRR RURIR A AR R R e o
SER R T SRR e K— 6 JLih Ry —{ 4A0h M
BB K EE o

BRAEI AR LIR30 SETLA IR R R
s Bk BN B AT R TS > A K3
(W7 ) 3R o WIRE > 1E K—3 wng s =1
= SRR B RR A oY (A E | YRt
o Y K—3 jhis H PRI E 8 » i B o
A A AR AR M B R SRR AR Y ©
P FOF AU ( $A ) Rttt re RaAnERE Al >
PR TR T 51 e Y AL 1 A DU AT o Y MR A
M o BT A E > T UL BN B BRI o

SELEEHUR L EC AL BERE S S Y B LR
T AR T AR A R R A R AT AR
BV — S o

A BEDRE SRS LT B H L8R
RAUE > — B AR A T KR SRR
Lizta o

SRR — W Rt RATE)
HEFERBREEL - ZRMBEPIR PR
K H > EATNH > B EERE—= PR
R > BaEEA K— 8 aibis iR LR 8=
SRR AR A > MATER > kAR T AR o

AR B D A 2R A
» Kke AR & e

Squadron 513 was directed to make a more
accurate “truck count” at night than had been cus-
tomary in order to determine or detect any signi-
ficant change in the flow of traffic through its
operating area.

General Barcus also directed that Marine Air-
craft Group 12 of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing was
to prepare to enter the bactericlogical programme.
First the ADs {Skyraiders) and then the F-4Us
(Corsairs) were to take part in the expanded pro-
gramme, initially, however, only as substitutes for
the F-7 Fs. When called upon, these planes were
to fly out of K6, their base at Pyongtaek, Korea, and
bomb up at KB, the Air Force base at Kunsan. Later,
if formations were involved with special bombs,
planes could then rendezvous with the remainder of
their formations on the way to the target. This
was to delay as long as possible, the need of estab-
lishing a bacteriological bomb supply at K6.

General Jerome further reported that 5th Air
Force required Marine Photographic Sguadron One
to continue their current bacteriological operations,
operating from K3 (Pohang). At the same time,
Marine Aircraft Group 33 at K3 was placed on a
standby, last resort, basis. Owing to the distance
of K3 from the target area, large-scale participation
in the programme by Marine Aircraft Group 33 was
not desired. Becuuse the F-9 Fs (Panthers) would
only be used in an emergency, no special bomb
supply would be established over and above that
need to supply the photographic reconnaissance air-
craft. Bombs could be brought up from Ulsan in
a few hours if necessary.

These plans and the ramifications thereof were
discussed at General Jerome’s conference and
arrangements made to transmit the directive to the
officers concerned with carrying out the new pro-
gramme.

It was decided that Colonel Wendt would initially
transmit this information to the commanders con-
cerned and that details could be discussed by the
cognizant staff officers as soon as they were worked
out.

First M.A.W.s Operations
Marine Night Fighter Squadron 513.

The next day then, 26th May, Coloncl Wendt
held a conference with the Commanding Officer of
Squadron 513 and, I believe, the K& Air Base Com-
mander and the Commanding Officer of the 3rd
Bomb Wing and discussed the various details.

The personnel of the 5th Air Force were already
cognizant of the plan, having been directly informed
by 5th Air Force Headquarters.

—§ —



L

LV, BHS Bt B B R B 1

RSl A - R R SRS - I
HE » i CO s i 4 M o e a2 > 1Y
ST AT (1 I 1 B Y A o

A0S 0 o3 > -l g H e LR £ (s
0 i e AR I A T P o (R FSERE R R T R0 R
S {018 A% T e L L 0 L0 R B T R
> ol EMEL YL —~- ol BEAE o B MU SR B A
BBk o )

1155 FYSEE e B T r B 0 - B3 —B » 3
IR A LT FENOY o GEMES TS o

B TNTENY A R HERE » (RS BT IR AR AT 1L 0 b
8 © 2% 1 ST TBT R AC A Y > B
i1 s vy T M AL DL R T a2 ] 8 o

RMIF > RE RAB AT > TN
BENE Py 12 DRI S I RS T 2 = IWIE ol
L5 0 DS (] By 22 B O e ©

AR R IEIE A o BITE S IR o PRSI M
SRR T S EAT AR S T AR N 0 iE
RTG530 A0 2 3 8 BT W 0 M TR (045 15 o
By R > e B 35T (R MBS O R AR
e BN SR o

HERBEL TR

g » ks BiefE K6 (2RI ) S5 718
o MU TR B REIR A AR AR R &
i R ATECT FUMMERE T I o JRLF B HGE R 1
SR > LU #e ATANUNET T8y > S S PRET » NS
gy ALA P Sk 1 IO ¢ 7o 2 AP 1Y K— 6 JEHIACHR
FEER A7 v e e T st e o R P S A7 Y
JaRAR Y > (A P BLRE A8 R i B H A
o g — 18 1 8 B ARty M I B> Y
TUBENE AL T = SRAF B TR s AAFT IR R
SeRE A TIRAE B SO LB o R AEE |
fE5 Nt - sk ] 1 o

Sinee the plan constituted, for Squadron 513,
merely a change of target and additional respon-
sibility to maintain their own schedule of contamina-
tion of their area, lhese were no real problems to
be solved.

During the first week of June, Sguadron 513
started operations on the concentrated contamination
belt, uwsing cholera bombs. (The plan given to
General Jerome indicated that at a later, unspecified
date—depending on the results obtained. or lack of
results—yellow fever and then typhus in that order
would probably be tried out in the contamination
belt).

Squadron 513 operated in this manner through-
out June and during the first week in July that I
was with the Wing, without any incidents of an
unusual nature.

An average of five airvcraft a night normally
covered the main supply routes along the western
coast of Korea up to the Chong Chon River but with
emphasis on the arca from Pyongyang south-wards.
They diverted as necessary to Sinanju or Kunuri and
the area between in order to maintain the 10-day
bacteriological replenishment cycle.

We estimated that if each aeroplane carried two
bacteriological bombs, two good nights were ample
to cover both Sinanju and Kunuri and a third night
would cover the area around and between these cities.

Ahout the middle of June, as best I remember,
the Sguadron received a modification to the plan
from the 5th Air Force wvia the 3rd Bomb Wing.
This new directive included an area of about 10
miles surrounding the two principal cities in the
Squadron’s schedule, with particular emphasis on
towns or hamlets on the lines of supply and any
by-pass roads.

Marine Aircraft Group 12

Colonel Wendt later held a conference at K6
{Pyongtack) at which were present the Command-
ing Officer, Colonel Gaylor, the Executive Officer
and the Operations Officer of Marine Aireraft Group
12, Colonel Wendl informed them that they were
to make preparations to take part in the bacteriolo-
gical operations and to work out security problems
which would become serious if they got into day-
light operations and had to bomb up at their own
base, K6. They were to inform the Squadron com-
manders concerned but only the absolute barest
number of additional personnel, and were to have a
list of a limited number of handpicked pilots ready
{0 be used on short notice. Colonel Wendt informed
them that an air force team would soon be provided
to assist with logistic problems, this team actually
arriving the last week in June.

— T —



B EE

IV, RO i o ) SR S (1R

FESA FCH GRARAT > IERE MR T 4R
FIRMADRY ( Zovp @R H ) & FAU B (HEX)
TREEEHR LI L0 B AR — S R A H I AT RIE R
iR > fEBIEHNY ~ #F A FERAELTH) ~ IEW H MR
By—#p s o 76 K—8 ( 30b ) SEaRiF » deleAstk B
B RN P A b R R AR AT L o SHMTAF R
S RN TR LRI ) B — R E A [
—Eb N B o MR T P R SR 09— 5 0

HEERE S ETZEFER G

FIEHE AL E AR 2R e EiR B
DO R AT B B IR R A= =
KPR R o

BEARE R ARAE TR BRI (PO F ) et
PR E T Y > ki B bR e R
BIESHFREGRAINEA & > AR HRERMN P
Bio

{ERRAT T MR ORI Ay > S SR rb WA — 22K
ZEMR T T R AR » SEARSETR ARGy VMI—Lehg
£ SRR SR R T SE T AL MU A LIS A7 30T o

i EZRRE ’
Hy A8 R AT By T LB A £ R A TR A
B b AT 2R O > 1R O SR B R S 0
HSHRAT Y B IS R Y P AL R o

BIRSEIR A » ABMAETHEE A o [l
1 PHARBEAITRA T IEAREER & > BRIERAR
BTk (B S BE |

BTE—=4F H HWRAFBLENTHARTEL
B R MR TR R dy AR ~ A -
BTy RS GRS 5] ) o
SEEA-MER > ERRERITHAPIE [ 2 4
*gﬁéﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁiﬁﬂr%fﬁ 2 SERE [ B )
I o

IR R R i e 2 > sk R
|y~ RRERAX > RUERE—-XKEHPHRTHY
[ABiRA | BATER o

BRpELIS » Fi— = epiR A AN W X
A ICA R s I TR E I R &
LM | o

Before my capture on July 8, both the ADs
(Skyraiders) and the F-4 Us (Corsairs) of Marine
Ajrcraft Group 12 had participated in very small
numbers, once or twice, in daylight bacteriological
operations as a part of regular scheduled, nermal,
day missions, bombing up at K8 (Kunsan) and
rendezvousing with the rest of the information on
the way to the target. These missions were directed
at small towns in western Korea along the main road
leading south from Kunuri and were a part of the
normal interdiction programme,

Marine Aircraft Group 33.

Colonel Wendt passed the plan for the Wing's
participation in bacteriological operations to Colonel
Condon, Commanding Officer of Marine Aircraft
Group 33, on approximately 27th, 28th May.

Since the Panthers (F-9 Fs) at the Group’s base
at Pohang would only be used as last resort aircraft,
it was left to Colonel Condon's discretion as to just
what personnel he would pass the information on
to, but it was to be an absolute minimum,

During the time I was with the Wing, none of
these aircraft had been scheduled for bacteriological
missions though the photographic reconnaissance
planes of the Group's V.M.J. One Squadron con-
tinued their missions from that base.

Scheduling and Security

Security was far the most pressing problem
affecting the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, since the
cperational phase of bacteriological warfare, as well
as other type combat operations, is controlled by
the 5th Air Force,

Absolutely nothing could appear in writing on
the subject. The word “bacteria” was not to be
mentioned in any circumstances in Korea, except
initially io identify “Super Propaganda” or “Suprop.”

Apart from the routine replenishment operations
of Squadron 513, which required no scheduling, bac-
teriological missions were scheduled by separate, Top
Secret, mission orders (or “Frag” Orders). These
stated only to include “Super Propaganda” or
“Suprop” on mission number so and so of the routine,
secret “Frag” order for the day's operations. -

Mission reports went back the same way, by
separate, Top Secret dispatch, stating the number
of “Suprop” bombs dropped on a specifically num-
bered mission.

Other than this, Squadron 513 reported their
bacteriological missions for adding “via Kunuri” or
“yia Sinanju” to their normal mission reports.

— 8 —



CN2 o Bk 1‘¢ i

IV, BRESSE feng o b SRR i

38 F—--C0 b o SRR A S HAN I A A TS0

A A 7y MI Bl o i -0 R o IR IR
g T Uy AR Re) Y o

RSN Al T o S PR TIC GRS e AR et
AT AR T > L AR - R B MR
SR o I% T r R BRI R S R E  TRIHR R
APBELAERS LR B S T > LU A
1 o SEREP~Ef LUSE I ARl ©

FIF (700 AR Bk ata AN » B Bl
ﬂ’ﬁﬁ FLAZ BT ofeak o DKo g A 1ok 85 E257250 » 5§15

DAL B G o E BATIIR R ©

N8 N AL AT AT 2 2 B F T e e
ASENH BT o 3R =2 AR L WA A RL A AR R g,
M 6 IR T SR SR R SRR Y Y

(ET 3 68

FERHR b o FeM By BB o S5 SRR BT ED
TR RO RE RS R A Y © ST TG AL
C RHER ) 68 HIIZE » SER0ARIT » IRMF itk B
R VRN R - l-iﬁii#-»‘é &M 9 RARAT R 0
R B ROV ZS B A o BPRNE HE M AR L
MRS ERnY Iiiz%iizf‘iuﬁfv‘ » BRI T g
AR GEASEE #R SLESE 00 > [ PR A R 1 ﬂﬁ‘Pﬁi
o PR BRI A i B B TR B AR F)
SR A LU A AN o (R RN fx’:‘
b BRI PR RNy > PR SRR R OR
W S5E B ©

Bl R MR > SR E R s 4 Ry

Renl ROME > fMBAFI MG ¢ | AR |

JeRFRR R Ak » BAT— AR S ~ B
R AT 3 T AR AR RN AL > HRARGR L SR
FRELSEOT(E MIAHIESRAY (7 6 (A M 58— 24 [ At
o PEARAT A > FRAYAL B AT ANAEN ©

AR
A ERIEM A > G5 24 A RREm 14
TR o 1 FEAR AT IR S 1Y o FRARR DR

Every means was taken to deceive the enemy
and to deny knowledge of these operations from
friend]y personnel, the latier being most important
sinece 300 to 400 men of the Wing are rotated back
to the United States each month.

Orders were issued that bacteriological bombs
were only to be dropped in conjunction with ordinary
bombs or napalm, tc give the attack the appearance
of a normal attack against enemy supply lines. For
added security over enemy territory, a napalm bomb
was to remain on the aircraft until after the release
of the bacteriological bombs so that if the aireraft
crashed it would almost certainly burn and destiroy
evidence.

Al) officers were prohibited from discussing the
subject except officially and behind closed doors.
Every briefing was to emphasise that this was not
only a military secret, but a matter of national poliey.

I personally have never once heard the subject
mentioned or even referred to ouiside of the office,
and I ate all of my meals in the Commanding
General's small private mess where many classified
matters were discussed.

Assessment of Results

In the Wing, our consensus of opinions was that
results of these kbacteriological operations could not
be accurately assessed. Routine methods of assess-
ment are by (presumably) spies, by guestioning
prisoners of war, by walching the nightly iruck
count very carefully to observe deviations from the
normal trafiic, and by observing public announce-
ments of Korean and Chinese authorities, upon
which very heavy dependence was placed, since it
was felt that no large epidemic could occur without
news leaking out to the ocutside world and that these
autherities would, therefore, announce it themselves.
Information from the above sources is correlated at
the Commander-in-Chief, Far East level in Tokyo,
but the over-all assessment of results is not passed
down to the Wing level, hence the Wing was not
completely aware of the results.

When I took over from Colonel Binney, I asked
him for results or reactions up to date and he specifi-
cally said, “Not worth a damn.”

No one that I know of has indicated that the
results are anywhere near commensurate with the
effort, danger and dishonesty involved, although the
Korean and Chinese authorities have made quite
a public report of early bacteriological bomb efforts.
The surn total of results known to me are that they
are disappointing and no good.

Personal Reactions

I do not say the following in defence of anyone,
myself included, I merely report as an absclutely
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direct observation that every officer when first in-
formed that the United States is using bacteriolo-
gical warfarc in Korea is both shocked and ashamed.
I believe, without exceplion, we come to Korea as
officers loyal to our people and government and be-
lieving what we have always been told about bae-
tericlogical warfare—that it is being developed only
for use in retaliation in a third world war.

For these officers to come to Korea and find
that their own government has so completely de-
ceived them by still proclaiming to the world that
it is not using bacteriological warfare, makes them
guestion mentally all the other things that the gov-
ernment proclaims about warfare in general and in
Korea specifically.

None of us believes that bacteriological warfare
has any place in war, since of all the weapons de-
vised bacteriological bombs alone have as their pri-
mary objective casualties among masses of civilians
—and that is ulterly wrong in anybody’s conscience.
The spreading of disease is unpredictable and there
may be no limits to a fully developed epidemic. Ad-
ditionally, there is the awfully sneaky, unfair sort
of feeling dealing with a weapon used surreptitiously
apgainst an unarmed and unwarned people.

I remember specifically asking Colonel Wendt
what were Colonel Gaylor's reactions, when he was
first informed and he reported to me that Colonel
Gaylor was both horrified and stupefied and said
he'd like to “turn in his suit.”” Everyone felt like
that when they first heard of it, and their reactions
are what might well be expected from a fair-
minded, self-respecting nation of people.

Tactically, this type of weapon is totally un-
warranted—it is not even a Marine Corps weapon—
morally it is damnation itself; administratively and
logistically as planned for use, it is hopeless; and
from the point of view of self-respect and loyalty,
it iz shameful.

F. H. Schwable, 04429, Colonel, U.S.M.C,
6th December, 1952, North Korea.

(Daily News Relegse, February 23, 1953)
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December 18, 1052

Brigadier General Jerome, Commanding Gen-
eral, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, called a conference
of staff officers of the Wing on 25th May, 1952. This
was on the day after General Barcus, Commanding
Cicneral, 5th Air Force, had directed General Jerome
to extend the bactericlogical warfare conducted by
the st Marine Aircraft Wing into its operational
stage.

This conference was held behind closed doors in
the Commanding General’s office at Wing Head-
quarters. No notes were taken nor written material
involved and discussion was in moderate tones of
voice. Presert, in addition to General Jerome,
were: Brigadier General Lamson-Scribner, As-
sistant Commanding General; myself, Chief of
Staff; Colonel Stage, Inielligence officer; Colonel
Wendt, Operations officer and Cclonel Clark,
Logistics officer,

Tke conference was exiremely informal. As I
have said, no notes were talren, but the following
is a substantially correct account of what took place
as best I remember it seven months later.

General Jerome opened by saying: ‘‘Yesterday
I talked for some time with General Barcus, with
only Colonel Mason (5th Air Force Operations
officer) present. What I have to tell you will shock
you as it did me; nevertheless we have to continuc
to carry out 5th Air Force orders while shore based
in Korea.”

He then checked whether everyone present was
familiar with the current bacteriological warfare
program of ‘“super-propagands” {or ‘“suprop”)
bombing of random targets. All hands eiiher
nodded or said, “Yes, Sir,” and he went on:

“You are aware that F7F's (Tiger Cats) have
been carrying out a suprop program since early th.s
vear, and that this spring our F2H's (photographic
reconnaissance, Banshees) entered the program as
well as certain other Air Force Squadrons with
which 1 am not familiar. The program, up to this
point, has been using random bombing in an effort
to cover all types of terrain feature,”
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“Now a radical shift of operations has been
directed! General Barcus stated that a contamina-
tion belt is to be established across the central part
of North Korea with the Ist Marine Alircraft Wing
assuming responsibility for the left flank, to include
Sinanju and Kunuri, and the area around and be-
tween these cities. The Air Force will take the
larger centre area from Kunuri to within abour 30
miles of the east coast, and the Navy will take the
right flank. Gentlemen, this means we are shifting
to the operational stage in this miserable kind of
warfare!”

The General paused for a moment and no one
uttered a word. He went on to describe the details,
which went like this: “The Marine part of this
program will be conducted initially by V.M.F. 513~
for them, it is actually only a smfi of target, from
miscellaneocus bombing to bombing in a concentrat-
ed area. They have the additional responsibility
of maintaining the recontamination cf the area at
intervals not to exceed once in every 10 days.

“V.M.F. 513 will be responsible for maintaining
this schedule on their own, and specific missions for
this contamination program will not show up on
‘Frag’ orders.” (Frag orders are merely fragments
of a camplete operation order, but contain the de-
tailed missions for individual units). “V.M.F. 513
mission reports for these routine flights will mereiy
report their normal night armed reconnaissance,
adding the words, ‘via Sinanju’ or ‘via Kunuri,' for
those missions which include special weapons.
V.ML.F. 513 is to commence these operations as soon
as possible using all the normal facilities at K-8
(air force base at Kunsan) as they have been doing,
and coordinating as necessary with the 3rd Bomb
Wing. Only twin-engine F7F's (Tiger Cats) will be
used and all previous safety precautions will con-
tinue in effect, like flying over water where possible
and dropping suprop bombs only in conjunction with
other bombs and so on.”

General Jerome continued, in effect; “that part
of the program presents no particular problems. It
is a shift of targets. The F2ZH (Banshee) aircrafi
will continue to be assigned intermittent missions in
the program in the ‘Frag’ orders as in the past.

“The real problems, while not immediate, arc
nevertheless critical and are occasioned by the fact
that this hitherto confined program will now in-
volved the Groups, their air bases and the many
personnel concerned.” There was a decided stirring
around by all officers present as this information of
the meaning of extended bactericlogical warfare hit
like a bolt of lightning.

General Jerome then outlined the further ar
rangements needed to carry out the part of expand-
ed bacteriological warfare program assigned to the
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Wing., He said that Marine Aircraft Group 12 had
to prepare to take part with a limited number of
ADVs (Skyraiders) and F4U's (Corsairs) but that,
until otherwise direcled, these planes would only be
used as substitutes for the F7F's. As to Marine
Aireraft Group 33, they were to be placed on a
standby basis to be called on only in an emergency
as a last resort.

“For the time being,” General Jerome said,
“our operations will continue at night, but daylight
opcrations are in the offing and we may be called on
to include ‘suprop’ bombs in daylight strikes later.
In this connection, General Barcus specifically said
to me:  ‘If the government decides to announce the
use of bacteriological warfare publicly, then it will
become a part of all major strikes, and will be so
announced in an effort to keep workers away from
repairing bomb damage through fear of entering
eontaminated arcas.” So you can see for yourselves
the possible extent of such operations and.prepara-
tions necessary.”

However, General Jerome went on, “I do not
believe we have to worry about such large-scale
actions for some time and what I have outlined to
vou is the essence of the new program.” Then he
turned to Coloncl Wendt and said:

“As I have pointed out, V.M.F. 513's operations
become routine with responsibility for their execu-
tion in the hands of the Squadron C.0. He has been,
or will be, notified of the new plan direet by 5th
Air Force and warned that the ‘Frag' orders will
make no mention of it. However, I want you to go
and see the C.O. personally and tell him that I have
been informed and that, while I do not relish the
program, it must be carvied out as directed. Tell
him that he has been given special responsibility
for seeing that the contamination of the area is main-
tained in the 10-day cycles, and if he runs inte any
trouble and needs help, he is to call on the Wing.”

Still addressing Colonel Wendt, he said: “Then
as soon as convenient, I want you to talk to both
Gaylor and Condon o that if they get a ‘Frag' order
specifying ‘suprop’ some day, they won't be caught
short.” Colonels Gaylor and Condon were the then
Commanding Officers of Marines Aircraft Groups 12
and 33 respectively.

This was the main substance of General Jerome's
opening remarks on the new program and they were
followed by an open discussion,

General Lamson-Scribner inguired whether the
program of maintaining the contamination of the
arca would not interfare with Squadron 513's
normal night armed reconnaissance missions which
were so important. Colonel Wendt said that he felt
it would ease up 513's problems because formerly
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513 had conducted bacteriological bombing missions
all over the southern half of North Korea, clear over
to the east coast at times, while still trying to main-
tain patrols over the Haeju Peninsula. Now, he
said, although more special bombs waould be in-
volved, all the efforts of 513 would be concentrated
in the south western part of North Korea and this
should produce more efficient resulls.

Colonel Wendt estimated that, after the initial
contamination by 513 Squadron, if five aircraft each
carried two bacteriological bombs a night, they
could maintain the replenishment of the area with
bacteria in about three or four nights out of each 10,
leaving the remaining nights free from the bother
of suprop. Even on ithose nights the aireraft would
only be temporarily diverted from the main routes
they had to cover,

General Jerome intervened at this point to
stress that General Barcus had stated that the
establishment of a contamination belt across Korea
“would assure the success of the interdiction pro-
gram.” This implied that, far from interfering with
the armed reconnaissance fights, the bacteriological
operations would increase the effectiveness of the
total effort to stop the lines of supply.

This remark of General Barcus started a whole
field of discussion by all hands in the use of bac-
teriological weapons in an interdiction programme.
It my memory is correct, I led off this diseussion.
Anyway, I said that the Air Force was getting pretty
hard up if they had to turn to special weapons to
make their interdiction programme work, I ex-
pressed frankly my ideas that a contamination belt
could easily be countersd by a determined enemy;
that it was a prostitution of a strategic weapon to
use it tactically; that it was a dreadful thing to use
uncontrollable germs and sickness against large
manufacturing areas in a major war, but it was even
more ruthless and wanton to spread disease clear
across the width of a whole country with the meagre
and indefinite hopes of stopping truck traffic.

Finally, I said that if we established an effective
disease area, I believed the enemy would rush their
supplies through with whatever safeguards they
have, but with the effect that the disease might well
spread to our side since an epidemic is quite im-
personal as to whom it affects.

Colonel Wendt added that two large conven-
tional bombs, in place of two suprop bombs, on the
wings of our night fighters, could do much mare
effective work if they could be dropped accurately
on a bridge, than the whole squadron’s eflorts to
spread disease in Korea.
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Colonel Clark argued that any concentrated |
use of suprop bombs in an area could only lead to
compleie exposure of the myth that the United
States was nol using bacteriological warfave. We
would make liars out of ourselves and get nothing
worthwhile in exchange.

Evervbody started to talk at one time. It was
pointed ¢ jt that Marine Aviation is neither organ-
ised, trained, nor egquipped to use hacteriological
warfare since it is not a part of amphibious opera-
tions, and that it did not, therefore seem right that
we should be reguired to use it here in Korea merely
because we were under the operational control of
the 5th Air Force temporarily. Finally General
Jerome held the floor to say that he honestly felt
the Air Force was desperate over the interdiction
programme,

Several officers added that if we had to use the
stuff here, our government should admit it since
through P.O.W.s, the enemy would find out soon
enough. To use Korean people and towns to test
bacteriological materials was bad enough, but to
progress to the operational stage in a war the size
of the Korean war, was simply outrageous because
bacteriological warfare is a strategic weapon direct-
ed sclely on human mass populations-—that means
mostly civilians--in an effort to stop war produc-
tion, which does not apply in Korea.

It was about this point that General Jerome
reminded us that we were not there to discuss the
pro's and con’s of using bacteriological warfare in
Korea—that decision having already been made
“higher up"—but we were to discuss the plan itself
and the measures required of the Wing to imple-
ment it.

Then Colonel Clark asked what were the in-
tentions regarding bomb supplies and facilities for
the AD's (Skyraiders). General Jerome reported
that he had told General Barcus he would do all in
his power to avoid large-scale bombing-up at K-
(Marine Aircraft Group 12's base at Pyongtaek)
and hoped that General Barcus would keep that in
mind when “Frag” orders were written up. He had
asked General Barcus for a trained team from the
Air Foree to handle the bombs initially from K-6.
He said that if Marine Aireraft Group 33 was only
to be used as a last resort, and was near the basic
bomb supply area at Ulsan, he was not going to
establish any bomb supply at their base at K-3
(Pohang) over and above that which was being used
by the F2-H's (Banshees).

Colonel Wendt added that if single Skyraiders
were substituted for Tiger Cats at night, they would
have to gn to K-8 (Kunsan) for briefing anyhow
and could bomb up there. Even in daylight strikes
of a small number of aircraft, there would be no
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strain in-sending them to K-8 for their bacteriolo-
gical bombs and then having them rendezvous with
the rest of the plancs en route to the target.

General Jerofne said that a very small number
of Marine Aircraft Group 12's staff officers were to
be made cognizant of the paossibility of the Sky-
raiders entering the programme, and a handful of
specially qualified, hand-picked, reliable and loyal
pilots informed, so that they could participate at a
moment’s notlice without confusion. As to Marine
Aircraflt Group 33, he would leave it up to Colonel
Condon as to whom he would inform but that the
number must be small and a list of specially-
qualified pilots must be kept current.

Colone]l Wendt asked as to whom on our own
staff should know and referred particularly to the
medical officer. I opposed wviolently letting the
medical officer know on the basis that he did not
have a real “need-to-know” in order for the pro-
gramme to function properly. I proposed that no
one not present be informed without specific indi-
vidual clearance by me and the eommanding gen-
eral, except that both operations officer and logistics
officer, but not the intelligence officer, should be
authorised to inform the barest minimum number
of officers required for efficient functioning of their
own sections; that these officers must be majors and
above, regulars and not reserves if at all possible,
and officers who had some time still to do in Korea.

This brought up the matter of security in gen-
eral which we all recognised as being one of the
main problems.

General Jerome said: “Tell all those involved
that everybody from the top on down, including
Barcus and now me, says that this is a maftter of
national policy, not just military security.” He re-
ported that General Barcus had said that nothing
must appear in writing on this programme and that
the use of the words “bacteriological or germ war-=
fare” or similar terms, was forbidden except for
initial identification with the programme.

The discussion on security was long and detail-
ed and ended by General Jerome saying that secur-
ity was an “all hands affair,” that everybody was
responsible and evervbody had to play their part—
that it was a chain of many links and one broken
link eould destroy the chain. Some officer pointed
out that the Chinese had already claimed that the
United States was using bactericlogical warfare and
that since the early days of its use by the B-29's,
many pilots had become prisoners of war and that
surely, therefore, the enemy must know by now of
its use.
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