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Prefice for English Readers

This book 15 a pictorial survey of two centuries of
Chinesc bronze decoration, as recorded in casting
debris excavated from the largest ancient foundry
site known anywhere in the world. English readers
will, T hope, find no difficulty in using it. The heart
of the book 1s the drawings and phorographs of
some 1160 pieces of foundry debris; for these a bi-
lingual caption list is supplied immediately follow-
ing the plates. The English summary of Chapter 1
conveys the most essential parts of the Chinese texr,
and 1t cites wherever possible books and articles
casily accessible to English readers. It is preceded
by an English introduction intended to supply back-
ground information already familiar to the Chinese
audience for which the book was originally de-
signed.

‘The manuscript of the book was prepared by the
Instrute of Archaeology of Shanxi Province, which
cxcavated the Houma foundry site in the early
1960s; it is being published only in the present bi-
lingual edition. Publication has been made possible
by a grant from the Getty Foundanon, whose gen-
crosity is hereby most gratefully acknowledged. 1
am grateful also to the Spears Fund of the Depart-
ment of Art and Archacology, Princeton Univer-
sity, which supported work on the English portions.

The afterword o the Chinese rext acknowledges
contributors whose labors should not go unrecog-
nized by English readers. Encouragement and assis-
tance were generously provided by Huang Jingliie
of the State Bureau of Cultural Properties, Yang
Fudou, Director of the Institute of Archacology of
Shanxi Province, and Ye Xueming, all of whom

participated in the excavation of the foundry site
thirty years ago and then in the compilation of the
recently published excavation report. Chaprer 1
Section 1 of the Chinese text was coauthored by Li
Xiating and Liang Ziming of the Institure of
Archaeology of Shanxi Province; the remainder of
Chaprer 1 and all of Chapter 2 were written by Li
Xiating. All drawings are by Li Xiating, all photo-
graphs by Liang Ziming,

In adapting a Chinese manuscript for bilingual
publication and in secing the book through the
press I have been assisted ar every stage by Jay Xu,
author of the English summary, without whose
cfforts the book would never have seen the light of
day. At Princeton University Press Elizabeth Powers
has been an unfailing source of supporr and enthu-
siasm, and the problems of producing a book that
to me seemed impossibly complex have been ex-
pertly solved by Carmina Alvarez, Carol Cares, and
Elizabeth Johnson. The meticulous typesetting of
David Goodrich has been a great blessing, For help
with proofrcading I am very grateful to Dora C. Y.
Ching and Li Yung-ti. Finally, both Jay Xu and 1
would like to express our deep gratitude to the Insti-
tute of Archaeology of Shanxi Province for allowing
us the honor of collaborating on this project. Three
decades after the excavarions which uncarthed
them, the riches preserved in the storerooms of the
Houma Ficld Station arc at last presented with the
care they deserve. Jay and I yield to no one in our
admiration for Li Xiating’s drawings and Liang
Ziming’s photographs, and we are proud to have
our names associated with theirs.

Robert Bagley
Princeron University
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