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A Lifetime's Achievement

To have truly lived every moment

A Lifetime's Aim

To build a legacy that serves others

A Lifetime's Purpose

To Learn...to learn and to learn...

A Lifetime Accursed

To have stopped learning; to have turned tyrant;

to have become 'Mr. Yes'

A Lifetime Regretted

To believe that life is but a silly game or just play

A Lifetime's Wish

To create and constantly recreate an epoch



F o GKE
PREFACE BY ZHANG QING

Life is about challenge. It is about finding a direction and vision that gives meaning to our existence. But, it is all too
easy to be distracted by material things. Chinese culture is affected by influences from the West and of the basic need
for survival. As a nation, our people understand survival. It has been the focus of our lives for many generations and has
constrained many of our people to resign themselves to the whims of 'fate'.

Everyone's understanding of life and its meaning differs. And life does have its fascinating peculiarities. Recently, | made
a business trip from Chongging to Shanghai. The flight took just under 2 hours, but the drive from Pudong Airport to my
destination at Shanghai Building dragged out to almost 3 hours! It baffles me how there can be a traffic jam on a 4-lane
highway.

Seeing the disorder and chaos generated by lane hogging lorries and criss-crossing lane jumpers, it suddenly struck me
that | was looking at a visual metaphor for life. It was so unlike my experience of road travel in Europe. There, the drivers
. seemed to have all the time in the world to enjoy the journey. Those citizens seemed to appreciate the poetry of slowing
down. How different! | thought. And how like the images | recalled seeing at the 2002 Gwangju Biennale held in Korea.
Its theme, "PAUSE" was perhaps a warning for Asia to slow down in the face of its rapid growth. A strong society grows
slowly, gradually picking up momentum, before booming and then slows down again like the ebbs and flows of nature,
like the circle of life. Perhaps it is time we appreciated the differences between the thrill of fast action, and the poetry of
slow motion. The truth is, "fast" or "slow" is merely a matter of perception.

On behalf of the Museum, | am thrilled and honoured to welcome Alan Chan and his exhibition at the Shanghai Art
Museum. Alan will be showcasing his vision of life-its different rhythms and melodies, both fast and slow.

Visitors to the exhibition will embark on an artistic journey of discovery. The works interpret Alan's philosophy of
‘Designing for the People". Alan has extended his talents well beyond the needs of his profession as a designer, elevating
his work to the status of art, art that carries a message of social responsibility expressed in a style infused with a rich
sense of cultural heritage.

The theme of this exhibition is "My China: My Life". In life, a man without love ceases to flourish. A man without purpose
is untouched by the beauty of Spring. Alan brings infinite passion, aesthetic values and creativity to Shanghai. The
exhibition displays his work from recent times back through the years to his student days in the seventies when his unique
perspective on Chinese life made its debut. Graphic design. Corporate identity. Interior design. Photography. Illustration.
Drawing. Sculpture. Installation art. You will have the chance to see how this "Godfather of Hong Kong Design" earned his
reputation.

Alan attended an evening course on design in 1970 for 10 months, twice a week, for 3 hours each night. His school




project is part of this exhibition and it gives us an idea of his journey from student to master.

"l Love Shanghai" was inspired by the beauty of the entrances of a Suzhou garden. It is a juxtéposition of colour images
representing a crossover between the cultures of the ancient Wu Dynasty and modern Shanghai .

The climax of this exhibition is "A Bow!l of Rice Feeds People of All Kinds" series that includes the big bowl,from a 2001
exhibition,and reflects Alan's philosophy of design and its application to the masses. His "People put eating first" explores
the concept that different people gain different nutrients and energy from the same source.In 2007,he expanded on this
theme and has used eating tools such as drinking straws,chopsticks and lollypop sticks to build images of 6 famous
global icons - Bruce Lee,Marilyn Monroe and Mickey Mouse are among them.The work suggests that people and fictitious
characters can be cultural as well as commercial 'lables' that affect people's ideas,values and judgments of life and its
purpose.

Another highlight of this exhibition is the work previously shown at the 6th Shanghai Biennale held in 2006. An elaborate
composition of international brand logos, "A Brand New Game" which couples famous brands like Adidas & Nike,
McDonald's & KFC, Microsoft & Apple, Coca-Cola & Pepsi, and Motorola & Nokia are like Yin and Yang-‘one cannot do
without the other" and that everything has a place in a universe where heaven, earth and man are one.

Alan's "The Magic of Chinese Calligraphy" is an extraordinary piece of work that demonstrates his sensitivity for word and
numbers. The 12 hours of the clock face reace to the passing of the minute hand causing an interaction between Chinese
characters and numerals.

This exhibition is an artistic journey that fuses art with elements from daily lifte. The integration of East and West is
expressed with incredible finesse making design a core element of our city and our lives. It is ever-present reminder that
art is life, and life is art.

Alan has offered us all an opportunity to share his unique view of life through his designs. These designs inspire young
designers everywhere to look beyond the obvious and into the very essence of our behaviour and beliefs. Like a true
master, "Once he smells the aroma of the tea, he contemplates: and as he speaks,creativity flows".

Because of life, Alan designs for the people. Alan explores art. Because of life,Alan emerges as a true master. Enjoy the
Shanghai Art Museum exhibition of works by Alan Chan. He is a man who celebrates China in his life.

Zhang Qing

Vice-President of the Shanghai Art Museum
& Director of Shanghai Biennale Office

12 April, 2007 Beijing
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ALAN CHAN x ALAN CHAN DESIGN COMPANY
PROJECTS 2002/03/04/06/06/07






Photography - Xiao Liang
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The symbol of Alan Chan Design Company was derived from a Chinese bronze ornament in Chan's private collection
which is a symbol of four - fold happiness, that is, happiness in each of the four seasons of the year.
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