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,‘ ﬁte pious ceremames remain, :
i Iegacy af our ancestors, one inheritance among many
Runmng through our culture like the blood in our veins
Generation after generation
For millennia to come.
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The Pachiachiang (or "eight generals troupe") marches in Chinese figure
eight steps (also called tiger steps). This show is a highlight of temple fairs.
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Taiwan Folk Activities

The painted faces of
Pachiachiang.

FREMRERF T REFMEZER

The devotees offer incense to Matsu, praying for a

life free from calamity.

There are many kinds of folk activities in Taiwan. Apart from the big three traditional festivals (the
Chinese New Year, the Dragon Boat Festival and the Moon Festival), there are many other activities
imbued with strongly local folk flavor. One by one, they take turns under the spotlight. Colorful and
festive, these folk activities typically involve praying for good fortune, preventing calamities, uniting
with nature, or family reunions. In olden times, when Taiwan was a predominately agricultural
society, farm work was very demanding, and people had little time off. Folk activities, rather than

merely being ceremonies, provided people with fun during the slack seasons.

On the night of Lantern Festival, which falls soon after the Chinese New Year, the night sky is graced
by the slowly rising lanterns of Pinghsi and the fireworks of Yanshui. It's a festive start for the year's
folk activities. To celebrate Matsu's birthday during the third lunar month, devotees from the

Chenlankung Temple in Tachia Township, Taichung County take their Matsu idol south on a
procession amid great displays of religious passion. The Dragon Boat Festival falls on the fifth day of

the fifth lunar month, in mid summer. The smell of glutinous rice dumplings fills the streets, while on
the rivers, dragon boat races come to one exciting climax after another. In Taiwan, folk activities are

not just rituals to commemorate the past, they represent a living cultural inheritance that has been
passed down for centuries. Taiwan's most precious cultural assets, they are worthy of being treasured

and glorified.

TR > AHEREAMT LA
Performance troupes lead the way for the
palanquin of Matsu.
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Sky Lanterns

Sending up Wishes to the Gods

On the night of the Lantern Festival, Pinghsi Rural Township of Taipei
County is like a town that makes "wishes" fly to the sky. Sky lanterns, one
after another, rise up slowly, carrying the wishes of visitors to reach the gods
above.

Located in a remote mountain area, Pinghsi and Shihfen of Taipei County were very
isolated during the early years of Han Chinese settlement. Settlers in these parts were
often raided, and sometimes even killed by bandits. After a raid, settlers who survived
would release "sky lanterns” to let others know that they were well. This practice
gradually transformed into a unique custom observed by locals on the night of the Lantern
Festival. Sky lanterns are also called Kung Ming Lanterns. Kung Ming, a minister during
the Epoch of the Three Kingdoms, supposedly used sky lanterns for military
communications. On the other hand, some say that the lanterns are so named because they
look like Kung Ming's hat.

BRABHREGME : HBEHNEANR - &
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To release a sky lantern, pull open the four corners
making wishes. Every year, after the Chinese New Year, tourists come in of the lantern, pump in air and then release.

Today, the meaning of sky lanterns has changed from sending good tidings to

multitudes to Pinghsi, where they write down their wishes on the lanterns,
hoping that these will reach the gods above, who will grant their
wishes for the year ahead.
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During the Lantern Festival, touri 4
swarm into Pinghsi and write down

wishes for the New Year on rice paper.
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"Sky Lanterns for Sale." It's a business opportunity destined to last for many a year.
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The Pinghsi branch line is an important

link to the outside world.
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The great vista of the Shihfen Waterfall. EEHMBRIANER RIS HEL - HEER
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By Car:

Pinghsi Rural Township is located in the northeastern part of Taipei County. To its Take the Second Northern Freeway from Taipei, get off

east are Juifang and Shuanghsi, to its south is Pinglin, to its north are Keelung and ;‘;5,:!6"!‘3"8' then take County Road #106 to Pinghsi.
¥ irain:
Hsichih and to its west is Shihding. It has an area of about 71 square kilometers. The Take an Tlan-line train to Juifang, and then transfer to

upper Keelung River runs through the whole township. At its very upper reaches it e i g b

has many rapids, but it slows down at the actual town of Pinghsi. Hence, the river is
also called "Pinghsi," like the town, which-means the smooth river.

Nevertheless, Pinghsi Rural Township is largely a mountainous area. The
upper reaches of Keelung River cut through it, and the differences in
elevation result in numerous waterfalls. Among them, the famous
Shihfen Waterfall, which is known as the "Niagara Falls of Taiwan,"

is largest.

Because Pinghsi is so isolated, its streets largely retain the

look of the past. The old streets and bridges are full of

ancient flavor. The Pinghsi line railroad service,

built for transporting coal, is now a branch line

for tourists. Rocking back and forth, the

small trains of Pinghsi branch line seem

to transport passengers back in time. FRM THEHR

The "Chingan Suspension
Bridge" of Pinghsi.
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Fireworks Display

The Larger the Luckier

On the eve of the Lantern Festival, tents are set up in the streets of Yanshui Township,
Tainan County in preparation for the following day's celebration. The tents hold the
"cannon walls," shelves built by skillful masters out of wire and either wood, bamboo
or metal and filled with tens of thousands of firecrackers. On the night of the Lantern
Festival, when the fireworks are being set off, Yanshui is no longer a small town nestled
in southern Taiwan, but the focus of the entire island.

Legend has it that some 180 years ago, Yanshui was stricken with a plague, and the
townsfolk implored General Kuan Kung, a deity the locals revered, to help. Following his
directions, all of Yanshui's citizens went on a procession around the town for three days.
Along the way, they set off numerous firecrackers to expel the evil spirits that plagued the
land. Miraculously, the plague ended and once again the town was safe and sound. Ever
since, the townsfolk have believed that by setting off "swarms of firecrackers" they please
Kuan Kung and help to prevent and dispel calamities. The more firecrackers are set off, they

say, the more blessings will result. Therefore, from a single firecracker of the past, the FAMN e o HFK
ceremony now has evolved into setting off an entire "cannon wall." Every year, on the night ﬁf%ﬁnﬁti? of Yanshui

of the Lantern Festival, tourists and local residents, wearing long pants, heavy jackets and become bigger by the year.

helmets, enjoy the spectacular show and pray for their collective good fortune.
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This flag shows how powerful the fireworks display is.
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A mixture of lights and sounds, the fireworks display carnival is quite exciting.
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The palanquin carries the idol on an
inspection tour amid blasting fireworks.




Yanshui

The Deafening Explosions
of Firecrackers

Yanshui Township is located in Tainan County. To its northeast are Houpi Rural
Township and Hsinying City; to its northwest is Yichu Rural Township of Chiayi
County; to its south are Hsiaying Rural Township and Hsuehchia Township. It is
about 52 square kilometers in area. Nearby, there is a lagoon called the "Taofeng
Inland Sea," where the Pachang and Chishui rivers meet. The town is also known
as "Yuehchin", which means the moon ferry, because the harbor here is shaped
like a crescent moon.

Yanshui used to be a big commercial port and was once the fourth biggest city in
Taiwan. But as the harbor silted up, its heyday ended. During Japanese rule, the

government planned to put a train station in Yanshui. But the local gentry refused,

declaring, "The living sea dragon is dead, and the land dragon should not come."
The line was rerouted to Hsinying, and the town's former prosperity went with it.

Nevertheless, Yanshui today still boasts a unique history and cultural significance.

For example, the Octagon pagoda marks the peak of the sugar industry here, and
the General Kuan Kung Temple is the source of Yanshui's famous fireworks
displays, which still survive today. Yanshui residents believe that its history is not
over, and that one day it will experience a renaissance.
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An intricate circular "cannon wall." The Octagon pagoda of Yanshui.
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By car from the north:

Get off the freeway at the Shuishang interchange, and then
take Provincial Rt. #1 through Houpi and Hsinying to
Yanshui.

By car from the south:

Get off the freeway at the Matou interchange, and then take
Provincial Rt. #1 through Liuying and Hsinying to Yanshui.




