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Editor's Note:

On September 11, 2012, Venerable Master Hsing
Yun was invited to give a speech on “The Value of Faith”at

the World Economic Forum 2012 Summer Davos, held at
the Tianjin Meijiang Convention Center in China. This was
the first time in the history of the Forum that a religious
figure was invited to speak. In response to the growing
attention to spiritual wealth other than tangible wealth
in an era of rapid economic development, the organizer
unprecedentedly invited the Venerable Master to a One-
on-One “An Insight, An Idea”discussion to talk about“The
Value of Faith.” After his speech, the Venerable Master also
attended the Opening Plenary with Premier Wen Jiabao
and political leaders from six other countries. With over
2,000 representatives from 86 countries, the 2012 Summer
Davos saw a record high attendance in the World Economic

Forum.
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The Value of Faith

Speech at the World Economic Forum 2012 Summer Davos
by Venerable Master Hsing Yun

English Translation:

Ven. Miao Guang (FGS Dept. of Int’| Affairs)
Proofread by:

Linda Tsui, Ven. Miao His, and Lou Ortega

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great honor for me to be here at the World
Economic Forum 2012 Summer Davos, a meeting of new
champions who play a decisive role in global economic
trends. Today I would like to use this opportunity to
speak about “The Value of Faith.”
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The global financial crisis and European debt crisis
that have swept the entire globe in recent years have
caused a severe impact on the world's economy. This
has resulted in the worsening of conflicts inherent in the
process of globalization, and already existent problems
related to the unequal distribution of wealth and high
unemployment rates have been exacerbated.

In time of global economic difficulties, our most
urgent task is to establish a faith that arouses confidence
and strength; by virtue of the universal value of faith,
the possession of faith is equivalent to the possession of
such. Since time immemorial, as a result of confidence
in values that are good and beautiful, humans have been
able to improve their lives, take control of their future,
and strive for greater social welfare.

Faith beautifies life. One who has faith is filled
with confidence and strength, and sees a world that
1s harmonious. On the other hand, one who does not
have faith cannot find spiritual solace, feels that life
is meaningless, and sees the world as lacking in many

ways. Thus, a happy life is a life with faith.
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There are many faiths that we must establish in life.
For example, we must have faith in the future outlook of
our country; in the future of humanity; in a just society;
and in the ability for religion to help us to transcend
the world. Furthermore, not only should we have faith
and trust in the thoughts, theories, and truths that are
beneficial to humanity, we should also treat exemplary
people and deeds that contribute to the wellbeing of
humanity with respect.

Faith can purify our bodies and minds, as well as
enhance our moral values and personal integrity. Our
faith in exemplary deeds and people, moral values, cause
and effect, compassion, and comradeship can serve as
the guiding norm of our lives. Mutual faith towards our
parents, friends, family, society, and ourselves leads to

relationships that are harmonious.
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Today, experts and scholars worldwide are devoting
themselves to the study of economics. If we have
faith in the economy and faith in our inner treasure,
then we can excavate an inexhaustible fountainhead of
compassion, wisdom, morality, integrity, safety, joy, ease,
gratitude, and faith. These can serve as the eternally
shining sun or the endless source of water that nourishes
us and allows us to grow and improve; affording us with
endless happiness and peace.

I would like to use the following four points to

discuss the value of faith.
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1.How much value is your inner treasure worth?

As mentioned before, each of us possesses infinite
treasures within us: the energy of compassion, the
power of wisdom, the potential of life, and the faith in
oneself. Compassion and wisdom are the greatest virtue
and wealth in life. When a person is in possession of
compassion and wisdom, life becomes fulfilling and
characterized by inner joy and peace. Thus, the treasures
within us are more significant than the tangible material
wealth of this world.

Regretfully, most people do not know how to make
use of their inner treasures; they choose to only focus
their precious energy on worrying about their future,
their fate, and their money, but barely pay any attention
to the purification of their bodies and minds. Actually,
these three things: the human heart, fate, and money, are
all interdependent under the law of cause and effect. A
kind heart leads to a good life, while a good life leads
to wealth. According to an ancient Chinese sage, “the
greatly virtuous always attain their appropriate position,
always receive their deserved fortune.” Therefore, life’s

wealth should be sought from within.
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