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The Only Intact Old County Seat in China

Pingyao Ancient Town is a town known to everybody

You marvel at how fast the time flies, but you (L feel that your time spent in
Pingyao Ancient Town is even shorter, because there are so many things to see and to
feel, Just like cloud and rnain in the sky, your time is gone simply without your
knowledge,

. Ane you tined of the high—ising buildings and the dazzling neon Llights in the
citiesy Now, come and stay for a while in the simple and quiet courtyards here, A few
flowens in blossom in civilian countyards may help yout get nid of wonnies and noises and
bring you peace and quietness,

What ) mean is this.you wmay
give up the chance of going to any
place, but never give up the chance of
coming to Pingyao, dHere you may Find
the home in your dream and get the |
impression ungongettable in your life,

Uiewing the town at the top of
the city wall, you (L Hind stretches of |
old houses covered by the dark—greyed noof tiles and neatly Hetted tngetheq by the lanes
and streets,

Having the outstanding samples of the ancient buildings from the Ming and Qing
Dynasties in China s old cities of Han nationality, Pingyao Ancient Town is the only
intact old county seat in China today,

A long history went by but life is still thriving here,

Morne than 2000 years  winds and rains passed instantly. Remaining is the
ancient town with its weatherbeaten appeanance, Leaving its hardship and misery insult
and glory loneliness and solitude (n its memony, the old town hﬂs much of its
historical shadowns and legends to offer to the visitors,

City walls sewved as awmmors of the city. Although the fierce fightings had Llong




been over and the flames of battles had also disappeared thanks to the existence of the
city walls, many courtyards with houses around each of them and business streets
#lanked by the Ming and Qing shops and stozes are vewry well protected. |

Has it ever occured to you that it is this small town which gave birth to the finst
Chinese banking institution, Ri Sheng Changy Compared to the predecessor of the
Chinese modetn banks, Ri Sheng Chang Banking Institution was something which
Pingyaa people still feel proud of. Almost half of the banking business in China then
was done hete, Ri Sheng Chang s branch offices were opened in evéry comner of the
countny  directed and managed by the zich wmerchants and bankers living in these grand
old buildings, ‘People say wherever thene was a spartow there were Pingyao businessmen,
ith tender and honest hearts and soft singing of folk songs numerous Pingyao people
wandered far and wide all over the country,

Every shop along the old street and every nut wunder the atched citygate hall
zeconded the once prosperity of the town with incessant stream of horses and carriages,

Gone are the prosperous days of the ancient town but the old shops and stores as
well as the lanes and streets atne still there, Together with the ancient city walls,
temples and civilian houses, they help wmaintain the overull oniginal appearance of the
ancient town,K the only intact MingQing—dynasty style -old town,

This ancient town is of great chamm
and is wornth to ruminate,

Standing on the top of the city
wall at the sunset and looking at the
upward—curling smoke from Ritchen chim— gy
neys amid evening wind and in moonlight gLy’
you Ll feel the true beauty wrought by
both the past and the present and wrought

by both nefined and pouplar tastes,

After strolling in the old town as night falls, you. (L be back at home with
satisfaction and wonderful dreams, |
_ Jsn’ t it what Pingyao Ancient Town looks and feels in your eye and in your
heant?




Eight Things You Must Do in Pingyao Ancient Town

Looking at the ancient city walls from distance at sunset,

Viewing upwand—cunling kitchen chimney smoke from the top of the city wall,
Having a typical Pingyao local meal,

 Sleeping on the earthen bed of countryside folks,

Chatting for a while with a pedicaber,

Bargaining over a sale with a merchant of antique,

Learning to speak a few wonds by Pingyao local accent,

Buying a pair of homemade cloth shoes for yourself.

o O U1 -h W=

Listening to the tourn guide you (L hear a lot of tales.viewing the scenes you L
have a lot of +eelings, Tates are popular whereas feelings of your own are peculiar,
| — Coming and going every visitor to
the town constitutes part o4 the ancient
town s scenery, gone with the evening
wind at the sunset are your fatigue and
wonries, You aze away with beautiful,
colourful and unforgettable impressions,

?mactic&iitg

You will not get lost whenever you go. you can find whatever place you want to
visit in the town,
Lreasune

Those who' like to go §ishing often fix their fishing tackle in spare time, partly
for rnecalling their previous happiness, those who Llike t*zaueﬁtmg often reread the tounist
maps for neviewing thein happy experiences.
Discovery

Dith your souls and eyes, witness and reconstruct an ancient town, an ancient
town belonging to yournself,
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