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Brief Introduction to Wu Yisheng

Wu Yisheng the scholar of “Xugen thatched hut”, styled himself Lou Guyue.
He was born in 1935,and entered the cultural community in 1956, when he was the
tutor of mass culture in the culture center. He began to carry out a series of work
in 1979 on the exploration, sorting-out, and collection of folk paper-cut and culture,
and the training of young people and the protection of inheritors. He collected and
edited series of books “Zhongyang Paper-cut” and “Variety show among folk cultu
re” and started his personal paper-cut collectionroom——*“Xugen thatched hut”.
In addition, he collected over 5,000 thousand pieces of paper-cut art work from
all over the country, especially the local, and foreign countries, and took folk
paper-cut such as Zhaoshan kids, conglomerate flowers, 12 symbolic animals and
gourd flowers as the major part of his inheriting and creation. “The busy spring” won
him the silver prize of consummate skill exposition organized by the Ministry of
Culture. “Twelve symbolic animals” were selected by the Ministry of Culture to
be made into video disks for international cultural exchange. “The dragon’s
hometown” won him the prize of life-long achievement and the prize of outstan
ding contribution in organization in the international
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fpaper-cut exposition (Datong, Guangling). Thirty pieces of paper-cut works edited
by him were selected into the paper-cut volume, craft chapter, of the complete
works of Chinese fine art. He was also chosen to be compiled into “the dictionary
of famous folk people of China” and “the dictionary of cross-century artists of
China”. Now he is the member of the  olk association of China, the member of the
executive council of China’s folk culture association in Shanxi, the member of the
executive council of China’s folk paper-cut (the deputy secretary of the fourth session),
the standing member of the executive council of paper-cut commission of the eastern
and western (New York) artists association, a member of local culture research association,
the vice director of Shanxi paper-cut association, and the member of Shanxi senior
calligraphy and painting association. After retirement, he continued to work on the
training and counseling on the paper-cut classes in the local senior college and in the
culture center. He took the inheritance research of “Zhongyang paper-cut” and the
protection of inheritors as his spiritual prop and hoped to do better in the protection,
inheritance, development and exploration of Zhongyang paper-cut, the non-material
cultural heritage. In other words, he hopes to leave behind a patch of grassland for
the growth of folk art..
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Happiness Child

It is the common child of life in the
Zhongyang Paper cut, and it composes
the humanized child with the symbols
and schemes demonstrating life, such as
tiger, double fish child, money, fish, lotus,
cicada, child, gourd etc., which is the
demonstration of the history and culture,
which demonstrates the life continuity in
the paper cut.
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Stacked Bowl Paper Cut

Stacked bowl paper cut means harmony,
marriage, having children and having a happy
life. They used to be cut in the festivals or
wedding ceremonies by the paper cut artists
extemporaneously. Stacking is the
combination of Yin and Yang and creation
of things in the world. As the old saying
goes, having the stacked bowls paper cuts,
the couple will give birth to baby. Having
the stacked bowls paper cuts, the family

will live longer.
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Child Catching Chick

It is the common paper cut demonstration
of the life continuity in the Zhongyang
paper cuts and it is the heritage works
among the Zhongyang paper cuts. It is
simple in the scheme composition, and
rich in the connotation, is cut improvisation.
In the past, influenced by the religion,it is
closely related to the human life and
survival, therefore it is passed down to
now. as the saying goes. Child catching
chick stand on dog, the family will have
many descendants and a lot of money.
Child catching chick steps on the plum
blossom, the family will have many children.
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of the life reproduction. It is combination of ?}; ?E {Z A e g uy ]‘
Yin and Yang, and creates everything in the it ;;; ﬂlﬁ 3. z u i’t \ s ||
world. A couple of male and female fish mate, SR i 2| k2 Iﬁ ‘U 1'
which is humanized shape, and is the works @ 'ﬂ' [ [ H H’% T
passed down from the early Zhongyang paper fﬁ} § A g L] ;g % é
cut (some two hundred years ago) in which 95 | | R A : R
the reproduction is worshipped, and it is the fﬁ § ;g :!; § ff‘ g |
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Dragon Child

This work demonstrates the heritage
phenomenon from the ancient times. The
descendant of dragon and the dragon in
the imagination combine into the myth in
the free world, depicting that the people
long for freedom, happy life and the track
the source of the human evolution in the
history and culture, and the social development
and the modern civilization.
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ancient cultural heritage.
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Snake Coiling Rabbit

As the folk saying goes, posing the
snake coiling of the rabbit, the family will
be rich. Snake is the mini dragon in
China, and a rabbit is a lucky animal. The
women depicted the fierce snake as the
kind one in order to express their wishes
of happiness, peace and having the son to
pass on the family,which form works with
the cultural connotation, together rabbit.
It features the rough and simple and becomes
the fine works posted inthe festivals.
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