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Samuel Johnson

“What,” said he, “makes the difference between man and all the rest of the animal
creation? Every beast that strays beside me has the same corporal necessities with myself,
he is hungry, and crops the grass, he is thirsty, and drinks the stream, his thirst and hunger
are appeased, he is satisfied and sleeps; he rises again and he is hungry, he is again fed
and is at rest. I am hungry and thirsty like him, but when thirst and hunger cease I am not
at rest; I am, like him, pained with want, but am not, like him, satisfied with fullness. The
intermediate hours are tedious and gloomy; 1 long again to be hungry that I may again
quicken my attention. The birds peck the berries or the corn, and fly away to the groves
where they sit in seeming happiness on the branches, and waste their lives in tuning one
unvaried series of sounds. I likewise can call the lutanist and the singer, but the sounds
that pleased me yesterday weary me today, and will grow yet more wearisome tomorrow. I
can discover within me no power of perception which is not glutted with its proper pleasure,
yet I do not feel myself delighted. Man has surely some latent sense for which this place
affords no gratification, or he has some desires distinct from sense which must be satisfied

before he can be happy.”
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... 1 was rich, if not in‘money, in sunny hours and summer days.
o —— Henry David Thoreau

When Thoreau wrote that line, he was thinking of the Walden Pond he knew as a boy.

Woodchoppers and the Iron Horse had not yet greatly damaged the beauty of its
setting. A boy could go to the pond and lie on his back against the seat of a boat, lazily
drifting from shore to shore while the loons dived and the swallows dipped around him.
Thoreau loved to recall such sunny hours and summer days “when idleness was the most
attractive and productive business.”

I too was once a boy in love with a pond, rich in sunny hours and summer days. Sun
and summer are still what they always were, but the boy and the pond changed. The boy,
who is now a man, no longer finds much time for idle drifting. The pond has been annexed
by a great city. The swamps where herons once hunted are now drained and filled with
houses. The bay where water lilies quietly floated is now a harbor for motor boats. In short,
everything that the boy loved no longer exists—except in the man’s memory of it.

Some people insist that only today and tomorrow matter. But how much poorer we
would be if we really lived by that rule! So much of what we do today is frivolous and
futile and soon forgotten. So much of what we hope to do tomorrow never happens.

The past is the bank in which we store our most valuable possession—the memories
that give meaning and depth to our lives.

Those who truly treasure the past will not bemoan the passing of the good old days,
because days enshrined in memory are never lost. Death itself is powerless to still a
remembered voice or erase a remembered smile. And for one boy who is now a man, there is a

pond which neither time nor tide can change, where he can still spend a quiet hour in the sun.
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