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SOME SOCIOLOGICAL REMARKS ON THE SYSTEM
OF PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION
DURING THE PERIOD OF THE FIVE DYNASTIES

by WorLrram KBERHARD
Ankara

In order to understand the sociological background of the politica
developments duriug the period of the ““Five Dyuasties’’ it is neeessary to.
study the system of administration. The source for this as well as for other,
inquiries! in the -sociology of the 10th century.is the Chin Wau-tai-shik
F A (The Ancient History of the Five Dynasties). [n spite of the fact
that the CAWZ Sk has been aliered and. even forged to a certain extent? it
is still in many respects better than the Hsin Wu-tai-siih J{HHE P which is
written in a strong Confucianist mmanner and therefore even less reliable than
the CAWTS4; {ui kermore, the HsWT'Sk is shorter than the CAWZSk, and
this is auother drawback. On the other hand, as the following jnquiries are
of a statistical character, only a single, uniform source could be used.—

1.

During the perfod of the *Five Dynasties'’ the smallest unit of local
administration was the “hsien§§’’. Our text mentions only very few
‘“haien’’, because these small uvits had ue political importance. Several
_s'hsien’’ together made a ‘‘choudl’’, the normal aud iwmportant unit of local
adminigtration. The chief of a ‘‘chou’’ can be (a) a ‘*Ts’ib-shihga g
(Administrator) or (b)a *Chieh-tu-shih@ifliffi’’ (Military Governor)., In
periods of military trouble the adwministration ot a **chou’’ can be taken over
gither by a (¢, ‘Fang-y shxhﬁ)‘jﬁ,ﬂ!ﬂ_/ (Defense Commander) or (d) a
“T*uan-lien-shib M #E " (Training Corps Commander ). In the case of direct
military actions the admiuistration of a “‘chiou’’ is in the hands of a (e) ¢‘Liu-
hou@ 4% (Tutor of the Rear). In the following pages we will study these
five oftices. The administration of the four capitals of our period was

1. Cf. W.EBERRARD: The Composition of the Lea.diug Political Group during the
“Pive’ Dynasties” (Asiatische Studien, vol. 1, p. 19-28; Bern 1947); W. EBERHARD:
Sato Turklerinin Kultur tarikine dair noslar (Belleten, No. 41, p. 15-26; Ankara
1947; an English enlarged edition of this article is in the press).

2. Cf, Coun Yoas B :TEE RSP AR
| S
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essentially identical, only instead of a *'Chi¢li-tu-shih’’ we have here the
«YinF* ’, and iustead of the “Liu-bou’ a “Liu- shou{iﬂ""’

The CAWTLSA mentions about 3200 persons?; among them, according to
my statistics, 2311 admnnstratnrs are mentioned*. Some persons Lave heen
appointed several times, many others have never occupied any local post,
Among these 2311 officials 73 are “Vice-Governor’', *‘Vice-Adwinistrator’
etc. The remainder of 2238 officials is quite hign: tlxe Wei-shuffy ¥ (Annals
of the T'o-pa Dynasty ) wmeuntions only 1939 similar officials’® for a period of
165 years, our CAW ISk, being only 2/3 of the Wei-shu, mentions 2238 jor a
period of 54 years! Indeed, comparing the first part of the amxa.s(’the S0-
called **pen-chiZ§3'") of the Han, T’o-pa and Wu-tai dynasties oune sees that
the ‘‘pen-chi’’ of the Han dynasty contain naterials on geueral internal as
well as external -politics' and remadrks on astrouomical events, becing -an
mterestmg redding; the *‘pen-chi’’ of the T'o-pa dynasty’ teport ou the most
important éhanges in the adwinistration, But still give.a lot ‘of .other
informations: The ‘*pen-chi’’ of the Wu-tai pariod devote aimost all avaijable:
dpace to reports on changes m the administration, thus - ‘beeing a.quite dry
reading. iStill, remarks on’ appointments are not only found in the ‘“‘pen-
chi’’ but also in the biographical part of the Annals (*‘lieh- chuanﬁjﬁ;").
and the reports in the biographies someétimes complete the lists, soimetimes
correct them.” In order to-get the cowmplete lists, the- ‘wholé aunals have to
be studled: T give the following example:

Name of the Province

Av-chou 22

Name of Govérnor Year - . Source®

1) Chu Han-pin 3% 923-025  30:4239bb; 64:4282ab
2) Shih Ching-juny ke 926 - 37:4248ba; §5:4271da
3) Kao Hsing-kui @475k 928 39:4251})3_; ©5:4283ab
4) Shih Ching-jung sbikgy 928 - 89:4281¢cb

5) Yang Hau-chang *Pf&;rp. . 931-933? 42:4255ba

3. Mauy cages of adoption as well as incomplete textual material make it impossible td
-'give an exact number,

4. This figure may be too low. . T might have overlooked some governors. But a8 thig
may ‘also apply to the material on the T”o-pa period (see below) and as such errors will
be egually distributed over the whole textual material, the proportions will rennm
unchanged,

5. The administration of the I'o-pa empire (see my Das Reich der Toba in Nordehina.,
which will be published soon) was twofold: there were “‘civil districts’’ and independ-
end “military districts” in the same place. Our fxgure comprises both.

6. I used the K’ai-ming JHBB edition of the Chiu Wu.-tui-:hih; for technical reasons it
was impossible for me to consult other editions too, The first figure is the chapter, the
second the page. The first letter is the column of the page, the second indicatés the
left (a) or the right (b) part of the column,
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6) Fu.Yepsch'ing 4¥#&#p. 933.92 44:4257da;124:43534db

7) Lu Wen-chin R3Cifh. - 934-? 46:4261ca;" 97:4328aa

8) Li Chingschou ZEHE- 934-? 45:4259ba

9) Chou Huan j§ 3% 937 76:4295ba; ©3:4322aa

10) Lu Wen-chin j{3citt . 937 76:42952aa

11) Li Chin-ch’ian &2 2040 79:4793¢b; 97:43251b

12) Ma Ch’ lap-ch’ieh 524 940 © 79:4299cb; 97:4325ab

13) Li Chleng-y* Z&H#r . 940 79.4259cb; 97:4325ab

14) Yang Ch eng-hsin *g?gfg '9417- 9497, 1€0:43284a. ;

15) Liu Sui- ‘ning PIBRE 949? 950 103:4332aa

18) Wang ng-wm E4E 9&0 952  103:4332ab:124:4257ah:113:4345bb
17) Li Hung-i gﬁtﬁ T '952.954  '112:4343cb;113:43451b:114:4346db.

Generally, the “‘pen-chi’’ are much more complete than the biographies
which mention only the most importai]t appointmenls; the same fact could
also be. stated in the;Wes-shu. But.the fact, thal sometimes the. bxoo'raphnes
‘contain dates, not to be found /in the “pen-chl" seems to prove .that the,
sources of thq blographles are not always the same as the sources of the,
tipen. -chi’’, Thts is verified. further, by the fact that in many cases the same,
man xscalled "Mlhtary Governor'”in the. “‘pen- Chl” and “Army Gove.nor””
in the biographies.,

- The CAWTS% mentions 228 districts; 13 have to be drawn of, as these,
dlStl‘)CtB existed either only during the T’ang per jod, i.e. before the Wustai,
period, or were situated outside of the territory of the Five Dynasues “We:
do nqt, know, whether the remaining 215 districts really comprise all exlstmg
districts, as the CI:WZ‘S/: .gives no statistics; the only report I found? states,
that the. "Later ‘T'ang*’ Jynasty had the command over 13 great and §0.
smaller d(smcts in 923, when they started their rule over North-China.® We,
know the names of 2238 otficials acting as commanders of districts; 222 have
to be drawn of, as they acted durmg the T’ang dynasty or in districts Whlch
never belonged to the temtory of the Five Dyuastnes Thus 2038 omcmls‘
acted in z15 districts during the 5% years of .the Wu tai perlod o I‘lns ficure,
is of an only relatlve value because a) SOmetlmes a mavo remained in lhe
same d!smct for two successxve periods,, bat is mentioned only once in the
ttansnc, b) sometimes a man is called “Mxlxtary Governor'’ in the one part‘
of the text, and “Army Govergor” in the other whllst obvmusly occupymg
) only one post As .the cases(a) and (b) are almost i a balance, our, follow- '
mg statlstxcs stlll havc a certain value:

See below,
'29:4237da.
The Wei-shu mentions 131 districts during the T’o-pa period.

Against 1101 Military Goverpors. in 131 districts- in the 165 years of T'o-pa rule in
North-China, :

SPms
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Liang dynasty: 17 years 251 officials average: 15
Later T’ang d.: 13 years 789 ofticials average: 61
Later Chin d.: 11 years 807 ofticials average: 48
Later Han 4d.: 4 yesrs 189 officials average: 47
Later Chou d.: 9 years 217 otificials average: 31
"Trang dynasty,

foreign territory: -— 222 olficials —

It is obvious tnat the historical material for the Later JLiang dynasty is
highly defective whereas tlie material for the Later T'ang dynasty is couipa-
ratively rich. Even an.only cursory reading of the CAW /'S yives the same
impression. «The reasons for this will be explained iu a study on the com-
position and the compositors of the CAIW TSk,

2.

As the geographical situation of almost all districts is, if uot exactly, at
least approximately known, we are able to draw maps of the territories of
each of the Five Dynasties!!, always showing the greatest extent ol the
territory (see maps 1-4). A glitupse at these maps shows that several di-
stricts are mentioned whicl were undoubtedly outside tiie frontiers of the
empires. This habit ot appointing governors iu distriets oxitside the fron-
tiers (especially in Kuangtung and Kuaughsi provinces) was particularly
en vogue duriug the first years of the Later T’ang dyunasty, but wag always
known. ]t is cbaracteristic that these ‘‘outposts’ were always ruled by
an ‘‘Administrator’’ and not by a **Military Governor’’, that norwally in the
whole course of the dyunasty only a single nomination was made, and that
the *Admivistiator’”” got his wages but never weut to his district to rule
there. TFurthermore, these ‘outposts’’ were not situated directly beyoud
the frontiers, but always far oif. Tlhe explanation for this habit is, that the
Later Liang and the Later Tang dynasty in their tirst years hoped to conquer
the whole of China; the nominatious thus unveiled their political aspirations,
Indeed, the Later Chou dynasty, the only of the Five Dynastics, really tryivg
to conquer the Soulh often started a war one year aftor having appointed
an Administrator or Govemor in a d strict beyoud the frontiers. Iu othe or
cases, the nommahou to such an outpost was wmade only ‘in order to givea
certain salary to a person in favenr.

" Normally all administrators and governors changed every year. Ouly
during the Later Liang and the Later Chou dynasties more frequently
officials remain at the same place for more than a year. This for two
reasons: (a)the said official either was already at the begiuning of the

1. The map of the Later Ian dynasty is unimportant, as this dynasty reigued only four
vears.
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dyigsty-halidndependeutor bééame s0. powerful that the central government

'did .not‘'darel tg wecall himlo Thig:is:the casé especially in the. frontiers.
districts, and (during--the Later, Liang.dynasty) io districts-adjacent to the
growing empire ot Later-T ang.. (bid order to retain-peace and order.somes~’
times it'was 'advisable not to 'dhange d@-good governor after one year. -[n this
chge his'nomination was Yenéwed after a years, activity.

Theoreticalfy, - we ushould ‘exspect-17, resp. 13,11.4,9 olficials. for the
period of each. of the Five(Dyndsties; In some cases-thé real number should
even be higher, as sometimes officials died before the expiration of their;
term. ‘Studying the:detailed lists ] made-for every district; I.could-establish
the ‘fact, thiat'we have 1ot a single.complete list of ofticers.ih the Liater Liang,
period. The lists of the next three ‘dynastiés are much better, but even there
we have coniplete lists of only a small number of districts, During the
Later T'ang!? and the Later Chih'dynasties!? all these districts.are situated
in the'.great plaiu.of Eastern:'China, but for tlie ‘périod of the Later Han
dynasty: we 'liave also cowmplete lists of soihe districts.iniEastérn and even
North-Eastern Shensi and SouthiWesters ‘Shansi. '»This seems-to establish
the - fact: that. lists of all, near ‘and distant:districts ‘were collected .in. the
historiographical bureau, but that'some:lists, and mot always lists .of distant
districts, -were incomplete evenbefore the compilation of our text. .A parallel
inquiry on the districts of the T'o‘pa period led to the same results.

OQur text ag'well as other annals normally do:.not mention the names of
officials under the administrator or the governor. In some special cases the
vice-govérnors .and -vice-administrators are mentioned, tlie. district-judge,
the districtstreasurerj the district-secretary..and the.chiefs-of the miljtary
department of the district are mentioned ‘only exceptionally.lé

2

During the Later Liang period, the chief of a district was normally an’
administrator!$, only important districts had a military governor. ‘According’
to fhe greater extent of the Later T’ang empire and to the fact that the lists’
of otficials are more complete, the number of districts with administrators’
is increased!®. But after this period the number of districts with adminis-
trators decreased rapidiy? in tavour of districts with military governors..
The governor is higher than the administrator.

12. QVith the exception of Li-clion in Sihch’uan, scene of many battles in these years.

13 ' With the excéption of Shen-chou in Western Honan, battlefield in these years.

14 - Before 926 the staff was bigger; (73:4292aa).

15. The Annals mentiof §8 such districts, 4 of which outside the frontiers,

16. The Annals mention 106 such districts, 7 outside the frontiers.

17. Inthe Later Chin ‘period 68 (7 uf which:: outside the frontiers), in the Later Han
period only 22, in the Later Chou period 24 (2 outside the frontiers): .
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The rank of a “Defence Commander’’ is below the rank of'a niilitary
commander, and the'rank of a “Commander of the Training Corps’’ is still
lowert®, - The geographical distribution of these posts shows no particu-
larities.: As wmilitaty troubles prevailed during the whole period of the Five
Dyuasties, there was no reason for abolishing these, originally ‘‘exception.
al’’ officers, on the contrary, the number of the **Defence Commanders’’
increased. In our périod the “Commander of the Training. Corps* is still a
real officer, whereas later, i the Sung period (930-1278), this post became
a hotiorary- title.

"The fundaméntal feature of this system of administration is its military-
character.: The administrator or the governor control the civil administration
t6o, whereas id the: T’o-pa period for iustance, there was a dual system of
civil and lof military governors: : [n the period of the Five Dynasties the
governor always. had considerable troops.at his disposal, . As every one of
the ‘founders of the last 4 dyuasties was iy aprovincial town before and when
he declared himself-éemperor, we have to suppose that they kept their troops
of at Jeast a greater part of them when moving from oue district to another.
This,sof conrseé can have :beeun puly the practice of more powertul persons.
We: 'kilow, that even the “members. of . the staff of the goveruor normally
remained in the same district for several.years, and only exceptionally were
allowed to follow the leaving governor to his next post.

e "The political uurest during the fast period of the T’any dynasty led to a
new ‘institution, surviving .during the Wu-tai and Sang periods. - Speciai
artnies, ditferent from the district armies, were kept {u certain strategically
importaut ‘places,: These armies were under the command of-a “Miljtary
Covernor?’ (Chieli-tu-shih); exactly as the districts. The adminlstrative
center of these armies was uot always but often in or near a district city,
This T'ang-time institution was retained and even extended.in our period;
the number of these armies increased, the names of the old ones remained
often unchanged, but the seat of the ad ministration clianged often. It is not
a,lways easy to identify the geographical situation of sych an army'’, [o the
Wu-tai period the relations between tlese armies and the next district city

18. "As canbe seen from their wages: the Defence Commander became a “house-heold money’’
of 200 strings a year (the Commander of the Training Corps: 150), 1¥0 tan 3 (70 tan)
grain, 5 tan (S tan) salt, 10 (5) horses and money for the maintenance of 30 (20) servants
(in 951; see 111:4342ba). The gystem of ranks and wages in our period was with very
insignificant d¢viations the same as the T'ang-system.

19. We were unable to identity only 9 army-districts, - There existed still a third
administrative unit, the “fujfs" for districts inhabitated by foreigners. Qur text mentions
(a) T'u-hun-fu WIS near Hsien-chou in North-Shansi (99:4327cb;db;100:4329aa; 111;
4341db), a place where T'u-hun people lived, Afier the Sha-t’o had kifled tle chiefs of
their § tribes, they created a *fu*’ with 8 tribesman as “Military Governor” (946-951),
(b) Shan-yu-fu T HE (53:4926%a8) in the Northern part of the Ordos,
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became qnite. closei’ [u.some cases the military goveruor of the district is
at the saé time also’’ Army Gavernor’’, or - more "often - the district
administration is abolished and fhe district iadirected by the Army Governor,
resp, the army administration is abolished and the army is under the com-
mand of the :“*Military Governor''. As there. were several deprees for
districts and armies (great, medium, small), such a change often meaut also
a change in the rank of the district or army, and this again signified a change
in the wages of the governor. The geagraphical distribution of these army
districts shows no particular features; army districts are to be found as well
near the frontiers as near the capital.

In cases of direct. military actions, the command of the djstrict and the
army-district armies was in theé hand of a **Liu-hou (Tutor of the Rear)’.
This commandef is always the civil’ governor of the district also, i.e. . there
are newer. ‘Tufors.and Governors at the same time acting in the same area.
Normally, these Tutors changed every year,

4

Now. we have .to ask: how did- this system work? According to my
tnaterial, the institution of Adwinistrators and Govecnors cannot have,beern
profitable for the districts and thelr population. .(2) As can be seen from
their biographies, certain ¢‘Governors’’. were c¢hildren of less than ten years
age, whean tliey were appointed. [t is open ta question whether they went.
to their district at all, because we kuow that (at least during the Later TVang,
period ) all Military Governors, Administrators, Defense Cbmmanders and
Commanders of Training Corps had their own lodge in the capital Lo-yang?0.
(b) not seldom, even grown up governors did not go to their dfstrict, but
remained near the emperor, to exercise wore iufluence, This can be proved
by cases in which the emperor visited a governor, which was supposed to
be in his. district, in his home iu Lo-yang. (c) the governor had to come to
the capital in order to get his new appointment. ‘Travelling from one district
to the capital and than to the next district of course took soma time, and we
cannot suppose :that the sofaurn in the capital was ouly for a few days.
Certainly the governor always tried to stav for a while in the capital, in’
order to win new friends, to gain new influence, to talk with his friends, to see
his family and to arrange his financial and other affairs. Thus we should
Bybtract from the one year-appointment at least 2-3 months for travel and
sojourn in the capital. Togive an example of the travels of a normal member
of the bureaucracy:

Lt Hung-1 23k Former Defence Commander of Yieh.chou =M

(North-Hunan) 948 appointed as Military Goveruor of Sui-chou M

(101:433Qca). (East-Sihch’uan). Appointed 949 as Military Governor of

20.4 32:4241d=
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Sian-cliotr FM:-(South-Hopei) (102:433lch)., At the .end.of 853 the
einperof gives him the secret order:to kill. Warg Yin Fpk (103:4332bb;
1107 4340abi 124:4356ca) (thus he was iu the capital.at that tim2 ). Li
doed ‘not! kill'Wang Yin, goes.to Wang and informs. lim (103.4332ca)«

Fot this-sercive Kuo Wei H3+%, tie fotinder of the.hater Chouw dynasty;

praises hiwmvin 951 (103:4332db).: . Li, having also informed Kuo Wei

(110:4340aa ) on ‘the situation iz _the capital, is appointed 951'as Militaty

Governorof:Sung ¢ in renard (110:4341aa) (South«East-Houan). 952 he

is Military Governor of An-choudZ (South-Honan) (112.4343cb); he is

coufirmed there in 952 (112:4344ab); aain confirmed.iu 954 (113.43453ab),
but iu the course of this year hé became Military Governor of Ch'ing-
chiod T (Shantung) (114:4346db), He 'is confirmed there towards
the -end of 954 (114:4346cb). In 959 he became Ariny Governor of the

Yung-hsing’ Army jHSH (near the capital) (119:43521a), where he is

confirmed towards the end of 953 (120:4353¢b.)

Probably, Li, never went to Yiieli-chou, but sﬁrely he really was in all the
other places mentioned in the Annals., Aund even these incomplete notes?t
prove, - tliat he cannot have been very active in governing the districts of
Sui-c¢hou and Shan chon, Thus, an analysis of several hundred similar cases
1¢ads to the conclusion that (a) administrators or governors normally did not
ekercise real power in their districts, with the exception of such wen who
alteddy had gained so much powé¢r that they could take with them their army
ot at least.theitr important friends and clieutele, (b) The effective power
therefore' must hive been in the hands of the men under the governor.

But ther, why these men-were interested to accept such posts? Firstly,
because they got wages. Weé know nothing about the wages of officials
daring ‘the Later Liaug dynasty. But 92523 and 92673 discussions weut on
to cut the wages, and the ““Money for ceremonies’’ (Li-cliien i 5E) was cut
at about'53%. In this same year, the proposal was made, to cut'the wages’
at'about 50%, but to pay the nominal wage without -any reduction, The
amoflgr of reductions (customs?) seems to have been excessively ligh. But
in'spite‘. of this intention of the government — says the text’* — soon new
reductions were made.- [n 941 the wages were increas=d?5, but even 931 the'
wages of Defence Commanders or Commanders of the Training Corps were
n.‘u't high enough to arouse interest (see note 18), As all the five empires
were'always on the verge of financial breakdow., simony was allowed. At

21. We do not know what he did between 954-959.
22. -32:4141db,
23, 85:42474b.

24, 73:42921a.

25. For instance an “Upper General LS of the palace-guards now became 50 strings a
month instead of 30; according to the administrative system he was in the rank B 2,
whereas an administrators was only B} or even Adb. See note 27,
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the time, wheh a Defence Commander got a wage of 200 strings (=200c00
pieces of money), a man couid be {reed from forced-labour by paying 1000
strings, and if he could pay l0ooo strings, he becamé SHang-tso Lf% ina
district?s; but a Shang-tso (“*Upper Helper’’) is a degree still below the lowest
official degree (No. 30:B9b), and a Defence Commander ranks between B3
(No. 6) and A4b (No. 8)137 Thus, the wages wete not inde¢d high.??
Besides, they had to send gifts to the emperor at the day of the Ch'ing-ming
{78 festival in the spring, the festival of the Tth day of the Tth month, the
festival of the 9th day of the 9th mouth, the féstival of the 10th nionth??,
the lestival of the 5th day of thé 5th month, the winter solstice and the
birthday of the emperor®’. Furthermore, they had to send arms to the
capital; a part of these was ‘*official tribute’?, the rest was ‘‘private gift’’, 3t
This means, that their obligations were quite heavy. - But, in spite of all
that, we hear that many citizens, belonging to the lower elass (and thus not
allowed to become officials) had been adopted as sous of officials by paying
them considerable sums of money, or had found other ways to win the
privilege to become officials. An Inquiry, made in 924 resulted in the
dismisslon of about 70-80% of all lower officials!?? Why, then; were they
so much interested in these posts?

26. 83:430%aa -

27. According to the system of the i"ang dynasty.

28. For instance 926 the official price of 1chin ff (less than 1 pound) refined copper was
400 (1 chin raw copper 200) (146:4384da); thus a Defence Commander eould buy 500 chin
copper with his ‘“‘household money”. The value of the other items of the wage-list is
not very high: 100 tan grain is the yearly consumption of 11 persons (1 tan=42kg?).
According to M. WILBUR (Slavery, p. 401) a person eats 366kg a year; the size of the
“tan’ was 29,3kg in Han-time, but seems to have been about 42kg in T'ang-time, if wa
calculate according to the material given by ST. BaLAzs (Beitracge zur Wirtschaftsge-
schichte der T'ang-Zeit 111, MSOS 36, p. 209). 5 tan salt corresponds to the yearly
consumption of 8 families.

.29, 939 a law was promulgated against these gifts (78:4299aa).

30. 941 a law prohibited thése gifts (79:4300ab).

81, 952 alaw prohibited these gifts; they werc of too bad a quality (112:4343ca). - Some-
times, the financial situstion of the government was so bad that tlie court had to accept
money gifts. Thus 926 a mutiny occutred, because the soldiers had got no wages. At
the same time floods and famine prevailed in great parts of North-China. The court had
spent too much money for festivals, hunting-parties, joutneys and was obliged to make
use of private gifts to pay the wages of the soldiers. In this very year, the independant
state of Shu &} (in Sihch’uan) also sent a ‘‘tribute’” of 400000 (34:4245aa). All these
devices did not help. Financial considerations were one of the most imiportant reasons
for the attack against Shu in 925: the result of the victory was (according to 33:4243bb):
30000 prisoners, 7 Million weapons, 3530000 (tan) grain, 1920000 strings money, 220000

- ounces of silver or gold, 20000 pearls or pleces of ivory, 500000 pieces of cloth,

32. 32:4241bb,
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.{n 937 it is stated that during the Later Liang and the Later T'ang
.periods, the gbvei’nors did not know anything about the administration of
their districts, as they h_ad got these posts only by their personal relations’?,
.Thué, the 4iuferior' officets always sold official posts, imprisoned innocent
people or freed imptisoned robbers for high bribes, giving half of the bribes
to the governor?s. This seems to have beeu a major source of income for
the governors._

" Secondly, the official rank is hereditary, and officials without sons can
be replaced by theif nephews: The ‘'state examination’* for these sons of
officials 1333 a pure formality: they bave to know by heart 10 ghapters of

N

33. And, it should be added, they were absolutely i9 the hands ot the inferior local
' officials, because they stayed only a year, instead of § years in T’o-pa period. thus
. beeing.unabls *~ acquire the necessary knowledge on the situation of a district.
34. 98:4325bb.. ,
43. And has always been! - The remarks of E. ERxgs (China und Eurepa, Leipzig 1347, p.
©oo20) ., die Durcﬁsetzung einer baeuerliclien und buergerlichen Demokratie, in der die
Staatsaemter nicht mehr nach Geburt, sondern nach dem schon seit dem 2. vorchristlichen
Jahrhandert durch Examina nachzuweisenden -1 tsoenlichen Faehigkeiten erfolgte, hat
die Xlassenunterschiede in China auf ein Minimum reduziert” are absolutely wrong.
This prove my inquiries on the examinations during the T’o-pa period (to be publi-
shed). Here some examples from our ChWT Sh: 1) Ts’ui 1-sun became “‘chin-shih 4"
(graduate) ‘‘because of his family” (69:4287da); he belonged to a very “ancient and
famous gentry family (see my The Leading Political Group, p. 26, note 3).-2) it is
stated in 955, that examinations should be real examinations, Graduation without
examination, graduation “honoris causa’ of persons who had failed several times, and
graduation for family reasons should be forbidden (115:4347ca). - 3) In 938 military and
¢ivil authorities are allowed to propose to the court candidates for official posts, but
these candidates had to be members of the “gentry” (77:4297bb). Thus ErkEs is not
correct in stating that “Nicht Geburt und Erbe, sondern die persoenliche Leistung
bestimmt ueber Stellung und Verwendung in Staat und Gesellschaft” (p. 20), and like-
wise his statement “Abgeschlossene Klassen gibt es seit Ausgang des Altertums,... nicht
mehr” (p. 20). The “gentry” felt and acted as a class. Some examples: 1) In the Later
T'ang period we see four great families, the Li from Ru-tsang #5;iAZ* with their branch
in Ch’ing-ho, the Ts'ui from Ch'ing-ho P, the Lu & family and the Cheng g
tamily,- Their social position was neither tpe consequence of personal merit nor of
special education. - Even if they were clothed in rags aud walked on the street (instead
of riding), they felt superior even to ministers. Their children never intermarried .with
common fumilies (93:4318ca). Most members of the Lu family were killed by a popular
rebellion in 906, because they belonged .to a favorite family (67:4285aa and 68:4286ba).
2) the members of the gentry fled to the (aristocratic) Sha-t’o Turks, when Clu Ch'uan-
chung 422/ head of a beasant-revolt, marched against the capital (ChWTSh 60, var.
loc.), - 3) In 931 & law forbade that provincial officials were assisted by the local gentry
(rich people) when sitting in court (42:4255db), because, obviously, in this case their
decisions were always in favour of the gentry and against the commoners. -4) just as wag

the case in the T'o-pa period, no ‘member of the lower classes is proved to have passed
examinations.- §) see further note 32,- )
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the classical holy books3® ouly, _

Thirdly, the Military Governors of great districts had the right to
recommend three governors of small distriets and one man each year to the
emperor for service at court??; if they did not prefer their own relatives, they
could gain much money by accepting bribes.

Fourthly not least, they got the command of the provincial troops, &
possible source of personal power and influence. We bave no exact idea on
the size of the provincial'armies, but in some cases at least, the troops of a
single district seem to have been 26000 men®?; besides, the administrators
were allowed to have special armies of at least 500 men?® (from ca. 930 on).
Later *‘Local Defence Units’’ were created, comprising 500 resp. 200)
soldiers in big (resp. small) districts* (law of 950). And some officials even

36. Law of 928 (39:4252ab). The system of the T'ang period was similat. - It may be stated
that (a) the Later Liang dynasty, in spite of its revolutionary character, took over all
officials of the T’ang dynasty, willing to collaborate, with special regard to specialists in
finance. :This was necessary, because the followers of the new dynasty, poor peasants
or bandits, were not able to fill all posts. The second’ dynasty, the Later T’ang, dis-
missed or degraded in 923 most of the Liang officials, but as soon as the influence of
-the pro-Chinese party at the Later T’ang court, represented by the Sha-t’o prince who
later became emperor Ming-tsung grew, former Liang officials were rehabilitated. (926
and later). When Shu, the former indepentent state in Western China, was occupied
(925) all higher officials were dismissed and the others degradéd (33:42'43dn):4 As the
family-relations between the members of the Shu-gentry and the Chinese court-gentry
were not very close, the pro-Chinese party did not care very much their fate.

37. Law of 924 (31:4240bb). Xn 934 there were 9593 higher officials at court - (46:4260ca);
lower civil services at court were dove by 100 inner-servants, 30 inner-officials, 100
members of the music and theater band, 20 falconers and 50 -cooks. (in 926; see 35;
4247aa),

88. An attack in 909 against Hsia-chou JF#}{ (Western Ordos; the center of the small Hsi-
hsia gtate, founded by members of the former imperial family of the T’0-pa) was made
with 50000 soldiers from the districts of Pin-chou % H{ and Feng-chou fAH] in Shensi
(132:4367bb; a second attack was made later with the same number of soldiers, see: 132:
4367chb). Further material; In926 s general commanded 26000 men (36:4247aa), In
898 & mutining general commanded 10000 men (134:4370ba); when the independent state
in modern Chekiang province was founded (in 897), it had 30000 soldiers at its command
(133:4368db). The greatest arny, mentioned in our text, was an army of Later Liang
of 500000 men in 912 (55:4271ab). After the suppression of the insurrection of Li Shou-
chen ZE<pPy (949), monks collected more than 200000 skulls in the environment of the
city (103:4331db). At the end of 954 the army was reorganised by Chao K'uang-yin
FOEM, the future founder of the Sung dynasty (960-1278) (114:4347ab), all incapable
suldiers were dismissed and thus a new, smaller but more efficient army was built up.

39, 62:4280ab.

40. 103:43322h. - We posses an interesting description of the encampment of Shih Ching-
vang F3j $ the prospective founder of the Later Chin dynasty. He besieged T’ai-yuan
in 936, His encampment was more than 106 Li (1 li is about 300m).long and 50 Li deep.
In order to make desertations impossible, he had many strong dogs and many ropes
with small bells put around the camp. His own troops as weil as his Kitan auxiliaries
lived in round tents (70:428%ba-bb). :
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had their private armies*l- Several reports staté*3, that every 7 fdniilled
had to (it out one soldier, The population of the empite at the end of our
perind (960) was 23(9812 fawmilies*?, This figure may be open to question,
but we should take into consideration that it is official and that the sumber
ot soluiers was calculated according to this figure., If we calculate in the
same way; we would find that the armies of the whole empire at that time
were 329830 men, a figute which i9 not impossible.**

A {further source of income of governors and other high otficials should
be meutioned, althought ouly very tew men really got this income; enfeoff-
rmeut. Enfeoftment could be either nominal (theoretical revenue of a certain
number of families) or real (real revenue of certain families) or both. This
is the 1ist*® ot enfeoffments during the Wa-tai period:

Name year nominal real Source
1) 'Niu Ts’uu-chieh 4:3¢%5 915 ? 1000 8:4209cb;22:4227ak
2) Cheng Chieh fif ¥ 918 ? 500 9:42liab
3) Hsiao Ch’ing 3§ 918 ? 400 9:4211ab
4) ChaoKuang-feng ik % 918 ? 800 9:421lba
B) Chu Yu-neng 4% 920 23000 10:4212da
6) Li Sibeygan e 924 100 31:4240ba
7) Shih Ching-t’ang /& « 927 1200 600 75:4293ca
8) i " ‘ c 930 500 75.4293¢ca
9) Chueng Chiieh fif ¥ 928 500 39:4251ba
10) Feng Tao & ¥ 930 1500 100 41:4254aa
11) ChaoFeng #y R, 930 700 41:4254aa
12) LiCh'ize g 930 1000 41:4254aa

41, 88:4311ba, a private army of some 100 men.

42, 107:4335ba {in 922) and 82:4304ca (in 944).

43. 146:4384ch. At that time thé empire was bigger than in the beginning of the period of
the Five Dynasties. On the other hand, population had doubtlessly diminished (too
many wars, famines, floods). For instance, we hear, that the whole district of Chieh-
chou BkdH (in Sihch’uan) had a population of only 1000 indigenious and newly-settled

-families (in 930; see 41:4254ca), and that the formerly crowded districts Teng, T'ang,
Sui and Ving (in southern Honan) had so many uncultivated land that they promised
special rights to new colonists (in 942; see 80:4301bb). At the best period of the T’ang
dynasty (between 627-742) the population is said to have been 13 million families or
53000000 people; during the Han period (206B.C.- 220A.D.) pODulatiO_n was 12000000
(according to 58:4275bb), but the Han- and T’ang empire was much bigger, thén the
empire of the Pive Dynasties.

44. But when the Later T'ang mobilised their army for the decisive lattle against the army
of the founder of the Later Chin dynasty, they got not more than 2000 horses and 5000
men (48:4264ba),

45, 4 cases, belonging to the years 888 (25:4231a), 895 (26:4232bb), 900 and 904 (26:4233a)
and 904 (16;4219ba) are omitted because they occnrred hefore our period.



