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The Earliest Jade Earring in the World
Xinglongwa Site
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East is East, and West is West, each possessing its own long history.
Archaeologists have also learned that, from the earliest stages of prehistory,
the eastern and western continents were inhabited by different cultures.
Dissimilarities in the eastern and western cultures in human history surfaced
as early as the Lower Palaeolithic many millions of years ago. The Acheulian
culture, which was prevalent during the Lower Palaeolithic in Africa, Europe,
West Asia and India, never appeared anywhere in East Asia. The Mousterian
culture of the Middle Palaeolithic in Europe and Central Asia prospered and
developed rapidly, making inroads by around 40,000 years ago into what is
now known as the Altai and the Republic of Mongolia. During the Upper
Palaeolithic Age of 20,000 years ago, the vast northern areas of East Asia
were immersed in the very unique wedge-shaped microblade culture, as were
areas in northeast Asia and the continent of North America at that time. From
the Neolithic to Metal Age, the jade culture thrived in East Asia, while it
lasted but a fleeting moment in Europe. The western world thenceforth switched
its focus to the gold civilization. The East and West parted ways.

TANG Chung. “The Mongoloid and Jade Culture”
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