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Message from the Chairman,
Urban Council

The Eighth Festival of Asiar Arts
presents a wide cross-section of tradi-
tional and contemporary arts from the
Agian and Pacific region. During this
17-day cultural event local audiences and
overseas visitors will be able to enjoy a
rich spectrum of culture and entertain-
ment.

This year's Festival will, as in past
years, r1einforce our interest n the
cultures around ds, and strengthen
friendship and mutual understanding
among peoptes in the region.

Hilton Cheong-Leen
August 9th, 1983
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Introduction

At never exists in vacuum. It Is inextricably
entangled in the life of a society as a whole. Now
we have advanced inie the last quarter of the
twentieth century. This is a period of drastic
changes in philosophy, technology, peliical-social
system, and In many other aspects of human
activities. These changes have naturally affected
the develocpment of the art of our time.

Since late nineteenth century, the western
art world has experienced a series of rapid
changes and the emergence cof rnew ‘isms’ one
after another To-day, the searching for a new
identity and a new formula in artistic expression
becomes the cbsession of most artists. The
revolutionary spirit of such artists against the
existing traditions in art has led to the creationof a
new convention more in harmony with the contem-
porary world, Such a modern art spint has affected
greatly the growth of contemporary art in Hong
Kong.

For a century or 3o, Hong Kong has been a
meeting ground for the twe main streams of
culture, the East and the West. In search for a
creative and anginal formr of artistic expression,
some local artists are not satisfied just at the level
of imitation or to follow a prevalent art trend. The
general tendency is to seek new aesthatic values

more consonant with the developing social con-
sciousness of his fellow people in the elements of
time and space. In so doing, many of them have
derived their new styles from the deep rooted
Chinese traditions. Some refect the impact of
western art spirit. Some have shattered the border
between the East and the West, seeking harmany
tn the realm of art with nc national boundary.

The response to this year's exhibition has
been very encouraging, with 1200 entries received
from 590 participants. Among them many are
artists belonging 1o the younger generation, some
of them took part in the exhibition for the first time.

To mark the occasion of the Urban Council
Centennial a special award in the formr of a
travelling grant to enable the winner to visit major
art centres and leading artist overseas has been
established th s year in addition 1o the six Urban
Council Fine Arts Awards. While we congratulate
tre winrers of the awarcas and all the artists whose
works are selected for exhibition, our thanks are
due 1o ali thase who participated in this exhibition
A special vote of thanks are due to the panel of
judges whose expert advice and guidance account
for the success of the exhibition.

Laurence C.5 Tam
Curator
Hong Kong Museum of Art
Seplember 7th, 1983
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Urban Council
Fine Arts Award Winners
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Painting (Chinese Media)
Chau, Irene

Painting (Western Media)
Chan, Gaylord

Sculpture
Ko, Norman Wah-man

Print
Lau Shuk-fan

Chinese Calligraphy
Yum, Koon-chung

Drawing and Others
Chesterman, Merlyn
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