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INTRODUCTION

Tapian, or rubbings. are works of art reproduced from pictures (or inscriptions

on metal or stone. They are made by a traditional

process that consists basically
First, a piece of thin xuan paper is placed over a surface with a raised or depressed
Second. fine ink is spread evenly over the paper by rubbing or tapping it with a

dipped in ink. This produces an impression of the design upon the paper. Sometimes, because

of the special characteristics of the design, it mav be r

necessary t

o apply ink in varying
to produce shades and enhance the artistic effects.
Most of the rubbings introduced here are impressed from pictures engraved on bricks

These brick pictures of ancient times were used as ornaments in the temples and burial

ers of the feudal aristocracy. They first appeared in the early years of Western Han
24 A.D.), became very popular in the succceding dynasties of Eastern
(220-265 A.D)). and Jin (265-420 A.D.), and were still prevalent during the Tang
and later periods

Brick pictures have been discovered in large numbers in the provinces of
Shandong and Henan. The themes include dancing, music, games, ridi charioting,
hunting, farming. handicrafts. ete. Their close association with life is a reflection of the
trend of stone engraving in ancient China There are also themes with a more

=

supernatural beings, among which the most popular
phoenix, F (i and Nu Wa, the two last-named being two legendary

themes demonstrate the imaginative power of the sculptors.

IeS lail

In their method of presentation, brick pictures fall into {wo

and reliefs, both of which are characterized by a varied composition,
li lines
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Explanatory Notes

Our rubbings are of two main categories: coloured and black-and-white.
The letter “B™~ after an index Anumber means “Black-and-white”, the letter “C” means “Coloured’.

The first digit of the index number is an indication of the size of the rubbing. “2"(e.g. 2001,2002)
stands for 67 X 88cm, “3” for 68 X 45¢m, and “8” for 46 X 35cm.

Index numbers must appear on all orders and the letters “B”, “C” or both should be added to show
what your preference is.

The place where a relic was discovered is denoted by two names: the first is the name of the city or
town and the second the name of the province.

The periods of the Chinese dynasties mentioned in this catalogue are given in the following table:

Han Dynasty 206 B.C.-220 A.D. Song Dynasty 960-1279
Sui Dynasty 581-618 Yuan Dynasty 1271-1368
Tang Dynasty 618-807 Ming Dynasty 1368-1644
Five Dynasties 907-960 Qing Dynasty 1644-1911



2036-B, C Yuan
Galloping Horse
Ruicheng, Shanxi



Han
Slaying the Flood Dragon

2065-C
g
Henan



2083-B, C
Irrigation
Beijing

Qing

The man on the left is turning the windlass to
draw water out of the well. The other is remov-
ing a ridge to let the water flow into the fields.
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2084-B, C Qing

Picking Cotton

iR

Beijing

Three women picking cotton. One has a basket in
her hand; the other two have bags tied around
their waists.
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2185-B, C Han
A Nobleman’s Pleasure Carriage

1aiE
Shandong




3003-B, C Han
Naval Engagement
FHik

Jiaxiang, Shandong

Chinese mythology. Fuxi and Niiwa were a brother and
sister who married each other and gave birth to the
human race. Fuxi taught men how to weave nets and
to hunt, fish and raise domestic animals. His wife and
sister created human beings out of clay, smelted rocks
to patch up the sky, controlled floods and killed wild
beasts.

In this picture Fuxi is on the right and Niiwa on the
left. They are holding various kinds of measuring in-
struments,

B, BRRBSLATEAL, RWALHE, RERAE
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3055-B, C Han
Fuxi (Legendary Emperor of China.)
RE

Jiaxiang, Shandong

An engagement between two boats, each manned by
a crew of two, one a sailor with a spear and shield.
the other an oarsman. One ¢f the oarsmen has a
spear in his right hand.
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3061-C Han
Zhe Zheng Assassinating the Prince of Han

HERET
Shandong







3070-C Tang
Flying Deva
R

Dunhuang

A fairy girl scattering flowers as she dances in the sky,
her long robes trailing behind.
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