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Chronological Table of Chinese History

Primitive Society Around 500,000-over 4,000 years ago
Slave Society Around 21st century-475 B.C.,
Hsia Around 21st-16th centuries B.C.
Shang ’ Around 16th-11th centuries B.C.
Western Chou Around 11th century-770 B.C.
Spring and Autumn Period 770-475 B.C.
Feudal Society 475 B.C.-1840 A.D.
Warring States Period 475-221 B.C.
Chin 221-207 B.C.
Western Han 206 B.C.-24 AD.
Eastern Han 25-220
Three Kingdoms 220-280
Wei 220-265
Shu 221-263
Wu 221-280
Western T'sin ’ 265-316
Eastern Tsin 317-420
Southern and Northern Dynasties 420-589
Southern Dynasty 420- 589
Sung 420-479
Chi 479 -502
Liang 502-557
Chen 557-589
Northern Dynasty 386 - 581
Northern Wei 386-534
Eastern Wei 534-550
Western Wei 535-557
Northern Chi 550-577
Northern Chou 557-581
Sui 581-618
Tang 618-907
Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms 907-979
Sung 960-1279
Liao 916-1125
Western Hsia 1038 -1227
Kin 1115-1234
Yuan 1271-1368
Ming 1368 -1644
Ching 1644-1911 (The feudal society in

China ended in 1840.)
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Primitive Society

Palaeolithic Age
(around 500,000 -VIO,OOO years ago)

1. China has a long history and very early civilization. It

is one of the cradles of humanity. Five to six hundred
thousand years ago the Lantien Ape-Man (Siranthropus

lantienensis) in China lived in what is now the Lantien .

area of Shensi Province.

. Choukoutien, near Peking, is another home of remote
primitive man. Traces of Peking Man’s (Sinantbropus
pekinensis) activity four to five hundred thousand years

(middle) Sian, Shensi.
(lower) Fanshih, Shansi.
(left) Ningan, Heilungkiang.

. Stone spade and stepped adze. Ningyang, Shantung.
. Stone adze with animal head design. Jihchao, Shantung.
. Stone hoe. Nanking, Kiangsu.

. Perforated stone knife blade. Nanking, Kiangsu.

. Stone dagger. Pihsien, Kiangsu.

. Stone saddle-quern with stone roller. Hsincheng, Honan.
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37.

38.

39.
40.
41,
42.

43,

44.
45.

46,
47.
48.

49.

68.

Slave

Shang Dynasty
(around 16th-11th centuries B.C.)

After primitive society, China entered the period of
slave society. This Shang Dynasty tomb with 48 sacri-
ficed slaves, excavated in 1966 at Yitu, Shantung, ex-
poses the cruel class oppression of the slave socicty in

China.

Oracle bone inscription (characters carved on tortoisc
shell or animal bones), the earliest writing discovered
in China. Excavated at Anyang, Honan.

Yellow glazed porcelain ¢tsun (wine vessel) of the Shang
Dynasty, the earliest potcelain discovered so far in
China. Chengchow, Honan.

Bronze chia (wine vessel). Anyang, Honan.
Bronze chiieh (wine vessel). Feihsi, Anhwei.
Bronze yu (wine vessel) with loop handle. Shulu, Hopei.

Bronze lei (wine vessel) with animal-head désign. Ning-
hsiang, Hunan.

Bronze rectangular ¢surm (wine vessel) with animal-head
design. Changning, Hunan.

Bronze tsur (wine vessel). Hanyang, Hupeh.

Bronze kuang (wine vessel) with dragon design. Shihlou,
Shansi.

Detail of the wine vessel in the previous picture.
Bronze ku (wine vessel). Huihsien, Honan.

Bronze rectangular ting (for cooking) with human face
decoration. Ninghsiang, Hunan.

Bronze tsun (wine vessel) with Faot’ie (legendary

animal) head design. Funan, Anhwei.
e
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50.

53.
54.

. Bronze bu (wine vessel).

52.

Western Chou Dynasty
(around 11th century-770 B.C.)

Bronze tsun (wine vessel) with Faot'ie (legendary
animal) head design. Paochi, Shensi.

Fufeng, Shensi.

Bronze ho (water pot) with bird-shape lid. Meihsien,
Shensi. .

Bronze lei (wine vessel). Penghsien, Szechuan. ;

Bronze yu (wine vessel) with loop handle. Tunhsi,
Anhwei.

55-56. Bronze kuei (food container). Tunhsi, Anhwei.

57.
58.

59.

60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

67.

Bronze rectangular yi (wine vessel). Loyang, Honan.

Animal-shape bronze kuang (wine vessel). Fufeng,
Shensi.

Bronze rectangular yi (wine vessel). Meihsien, Shensi.

Spring and Autumn Period
(770-475 B.C.)

Bronze ¢sun (wine vessel). Wuchin, Kiangsu.
Bronze fu (food container). Huangchuan, Honan. -
Bronze fu (food container). Feicheng, Shéntung.
Bronze ting (cooking pot). Mancheng, Hopet.
Bronze ting (cooking pot). Chiahsien, Honan.
Bronze yi ting (cooking pot). Houma, Shansi.

Bronze animal-shape t#img (cooking pot). Shucheng,
Anhwei. '

Bronze helmet. Ningcheng, Liaoning,

Feudal Society

Warring States Period
(475-221 B.C.)

After the Spring and Autumn Period, China entered the
stage of feudalism. Agricultural tools of iron came into
use, marking the development of the productive forces.
This is an iron mould for casting a pair of sickles, War-

- ring States Period. Excavated at Hsinglung, Hopei.

69.

70.

71.

—_4 —

Bronze sword of Kou Chien, King of Yueh (496-465
B.C.), discovered in a tomb of the State of Ch'u,
Chiangling, Hupeh.

Ying yuan, gold coins of the State of Ch’u. Excavated
at Lu-an and Funan, Anhwei.

Clay animal-head model for preparing mould in bronze
casting. Excavated at Houma, Shansi. The intricacy



