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Preface

The National Palace Museum is one of the four largest museums in the
world. Its collection comprises items from China’s cultural legacy, beginning
with the Neolithic age and spanning all of China’s past to the present-a total of
seven thousand years of history. The Museum's collection is separated into three
divisions: Antiquities, Paintings and Calligraphy, and Documents and Rare
Books. The Antiquities collection holds approximately sixty-eight thousand
pieces beginning from the Neolithic period; the Paintings and Calligraphy
collection holds ten thousand starting from the T'ang and Sung periods; the
Documents and Rare Books collection holds six hundred thousand starting from
the Sung and Yiian periods. Thus, the Museum’s total collection approaches
seven hundred thousand cultural relics.

The majority of objects in the National Palace Museum's collection come
from the original collections of the Peking Palace Museum and the Nanking
Central Museum. In the forty odd years that the National Palace Museum has
been on Taiwan, its collection has constantly expanded through the donation and
purchase of Chinese cultural relics from all over the world. Since its 1965
founding in Wai-shuang-hsi, Taipei, the National Palace Museum has installed
sate of the art safety facilities to ensure the protection of its collection. All
cultural relics are maintained at a constant temperature and humidity to ensure
they do not experience extreme changes in environmental surroundings, do not
crack and erode, or mold and corrode. Although the Museum's main mission is
the preservation of China's cultural artifacts, it has also focused on research,
exhibition, publication, and education. Such a focus has given the Museum a
world-wide reputation for promoting and bringing China's seven thousand year-
old culture to the world.

This special exhibition, "Great National Treasures of China," held in
southern Taiwan is comprised four different exhibits: "Jade Throughout the
Ages,” "Treasures of the Scholar's Studio,” "Ming and Ch'ing Dynasty Enamel
Ware,” and "Monochrome Porcelains of the Ch'ing Dynasty." The total number
of set items on display is three hundred seven (individual items number four
hundred twenty-two), exceeding the normal amount of items in loan exhibitions
by three or four times. The aim of this southern exhibition is to raise the aesthetic
appreciation and quality of life of Southern Taiwanese who love our country's
ancient cultural heritage.

The "Jade Throughout the Ages” exhibit displays the unchanging Chinese
love of jade, a stone admired for its crystal luster, hard material yet gentle
appearance, and embodiment of virtue. The accouterments in the "Treasures of
the Scholar’s Studio" exhibit are cultural relics transmitted for over one thousand
years. The "Monochrome Porcelains of the Ch'ing Dynasty" exhibit displays
porcelains and ceramics of the Ch'ing, the high period of Chinese ceramic art
which began in the T'ang and Sung dynasties and thrived during the Yiian and
Ming periods. The "Ming and Ch'ing Dynasty Enamel Ware" exhibit contains




enamel ware that first entered China from the West in the late Y{ian and reached
its height during the Ming and Ch'ing-a reflection of Western and Eastern
influences. Thus, this exhibition is representative of various characteristics of
Chinese culture from ancient times to the early modern period.

In July of this year, the Kaohsiung city government extended its request
for a special loan exhibition from the National Palace Museum. Kaohsiung's
Museum of Fine Arts was chosen to house the exhibition. The Kaohsiung
government has done a commendable job transporting and insuring the exhibit
items and coordinating resources and manpower. The National Palace Museum
takes pleasure in having the opportunity to hold, in Kaohsiung, the pre-
celebration of the Museum's seventieth anniversary. These ceremonies and
special exhibition were made possible by the suggestions and help of local
leaders. This event will undoubtedly make a great contribution to the people of
Southern Taiwan. Iwish our undertaking success and accomplishment.

Director of the National Palace Museum: Ch'in Hsiao-i
Mayor of Kaohsiung City: Wu Tun-i

October 10, 1994
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