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Test 1

Radicactivity is dangerous .It may cause skin burns;it may destroy good tissues (4
#1) and it may cause illness that could be passed on to our children and grandchildren. In
case of exposure (#F&) it may even cause death.

In the early days of radioactivity, scientists did not realize these dangers. Marie and
Pierre Curie, after having worked for a while with radiocactive materials, noticed that their
fingers were reddened and swollen (£IJi{') and the skin was peeling off. Henry Becquerel
carried a small tube with radium in it in his waistcoat pocket, and was surprised to find a
burn on his chest. Other early workers also reported burns and harm of different kinds,

The strange fact is that it can harm without causing pain, which is the warning signal
we expect from harmfulness. Pain makes us pull back our hands from a fire or a hot ob-
ject, but a pemson camrying radioactive materials had no way of telling whether he is touch-
ing something too “hot” for safety. Besides, the “burns” or other harmfulness that radioac-
tivity produces may not appear for weeks. A person may have been hurt without knowing it
for some time.

( }1. Which is the topic sentence?
A. Radioactivity may even cause death
B. Radioactivity does great harm to children
C. Radioactivity may. do harm to people without being known
D. Radioactivity is dangerous
( )2. The sentence in the fourth line of the second paragraph”. . .the skin was peeling
off” means
A. ...the skin was coming off
B. ...the skin was tuming off
C. ...the skin was breaking away
D. ...the skin was fleeing
( )3. The latter part of the passage is mainly written about
A. the danger to be with the radioactive materials
B. how scientists are selflessly devoted to science, in face of danger
C. the danger of radioactivity lies mainly in its being face of danger unseen and
unknown for a time
D. burns and harm of all kinds that may dangerously happen around us
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Test 2

Tt costs thousands of dollars to buy or build a new house. A family who wants to own

* a house usually borrows most of the money needed. The money is paid back in monthly

payments. The family must pay the rest of huying price in cash(#l4:). The is called the

- down payment.

In most cities, there are many families who need and want new houses. Some of these

. families can afford to make monthly payments on a house. But they cannot save up enough

. money to make a down payment. How then can these families become houseowners?

In the city of Indianapolis, an organization under black leadership runs a program of

. self — help housing called Flanner House Homes. This program has helped hundreds of

families with low income become houseowners.

Flanner House Homes supplies the land, materials, tools, and training for a large
group of families to build their own houses. These families do not have maney for a down
payment on a house. Instead, the men used their own labor as a down payment. They
work twenty hours a week to help build their houses. Although they have never built hous-
es before, the men are taught certain skills as they work. They work together as teams.

When the houses are finished, the new houseowners have done more than built them-

{ selves new houses. With handsome brick and frame (HE4) houses taking the place of

old, mun - down ones, they have turned the streets with small, dirty, crowded houses into
pleasant new neighborhoods.
( )1. Why Flanner House Homes was founded is that
A. the black people needed new houses
B. it helps Jow - income families become houseowners
C. many low - income people have difficulty in getting the land, materials and
tools
D. it was easier for an organization to get the supplies
( )2. From the text we can conclude thai .
A . many people do not want to own their houses
B. in most cities everyone owns his own house
C. Flanner House Homes helps to build houses
D. a good organization takes great effect on solving problems
( )3. Which statement does this text lead you to believe?
A. A down payment is not always money
B. It does not cost much to own a new house
C. It is easy to pay for a house

D. Flanner House Homes supplies people with the money to huy houses
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Test 3

One cold day an elderly lady sent for her doctor. When he came, she told him that
her right leg was very sore (#J#) at the knee. The pain was sometimes bad enough to
make walking difficult. She asked him what the trouble could be as she had never before
suffered any similar discomfort .

After making a careful examination, the doctor said, “You are in a very good state of
health for a woman of your age. I think the trouble in your right knee is just & matter of old

age. We get diseases as we get older. The trouble will almost certainly clear up in

spring.
“Nonsense? doctor!” she said. “My left knee is perfect, and it is exactly the same
age as my right!” i
( 1. In which season do you think the story took place?
A. Spring B. Summer %
C. Autumn D. Winter

( )2. Which is right according to the passage?
A. The lady had not suffered any discomfort before
B. The lady had seldom suffered any discomfort like that before
C. The lady had suffered such discomfort before
D. The lady had pains in her right knee sometimes
( )3. Why did the lady send for her doctor? Because
A. there was some trouble in her right knee
B. she got a pain in her left knee
C. she wanted to see her doctor at that time
D.

she was unable to walk

Test 4

Frank Smithson woke up and leaned over to tum off the alarm clock. “Oh no!”he
thought to himself. “Another day at that office; a boss who shouts at me all the time."”

As Frank went downstairs his eyes fell on a large brown envelope by the door. He was
overjoyed when he opened it and read the letter inside, “Bigwoods Football Pools ( 2 ERWS
2 7]) would like to congratulate you. You have won half a million pounds.”

Frank suddenly came to life. The cigarette fell from his lips as he let out a shout that

could be heard halfway down the street.




At 11:30 Frank amived at work. “Please explain why you 're so late,” his boss said.
“Go and jump in the lake,” replied Frank. "I’ ve just come into a little money so this is
goodbye. Find yourself someone else to shout at.”

That evening Frank was smoking a very expensive Havana cigar (F #i) when a
knock was heard on the door. He rushed to the door. Outside were two men, neatly
dressed in grey suits. “Mr. Smithson,” one of them said. “we’re from Bigwoods Pools.
I’m afraid there's been a terrible mistake...”

( )1. What do we know about Frank?
A. He was a lazy man
B. He was a lucky person
C. He didn’t make a lot of money
D. He didn't get on well with his boss
( )2. When he heard the knock at the door, Frank probably thought

Y A . someone had come to make an apology

B. someone had come to give him the money
% C. his friends had come to ask about the football pools
D. his friends had come to congratulate him on his luck
( }3. On hearing “. .. there’s been a terrible mistake. .."”, Frank was most likely to
be

A . disappointed B. worried C. nervous D. curious

Test 5

A great big fellow, weighing around 250 pounds, walked with slow heavy noisy foot-
steps up to the produce counter in the supermarket. “Give me half a head of cabbage,” he
told the clerk.

“All we have are whole heads,” came the cold reply.

“I don’t want a whole head,” the customer demanded, “Just half a head. Are you
going to sell me half a head?”

“Wait a minute, " said the clerk nervously."Let me ask the manager.”

She went back where the manager was stamping prices on canned goods. “Hey, "she
said, “there’s a big, stupid ~ looking buffalo out there who wants me to sell him half a
head of cabbage. Shall I tell the fool to. .." She noticed the manager staring — not at her,
but behind her. Turning, the clerk saw that the big and tall customer had followed her and
heard every word. Quickly, the clerk turned back to the manager, “And this gentleman,”
she said, “wants to buy the other half.”

( J1. What is the best title for this passage?
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A. A Strange Customer
B. A Friendly Customer
C. A Nervous Customer
D. A Polite Customer
( )2. When talking to the manager, the clerk was referving to
A. two different customers
B. the same customer
C. more than two customers
D. a stupid - looking customer and a gentleman
( )3. What is your impression of the customer?

. Locking like an animal

W

. Looking like a housewife

. Looking like a gentleman

[

. A man of strong build

Test 6

It is often said that differences between people can be caused by the different times
when the people were born. For example, people who born between June 21 and July 22
are supposed to be active, daring, and strong. They like power and enjoy adventures.
They think quickly and have strong wills .

On the other hand, those who were born between July 23 and August 22 are generally
proud . They are interested in many subjects, and it is interesting to hear them talk. Those
born between August 23 and Sentember 22 are said to be calm and thoughtful . They like to
read and often become successful scientists.

Those who were born between September 23 and October 22 seldom become excited .
They love beauty and have a desire to learn. And those bom between October 23 and
November 21 are often admired because they leam quickly and can express their ideas eas-
ily.

These are some of the beliefs of astrologers, (X X % %) who thinks human differ-
ences are caused by the position of the sun, moon, and stars.

( J1. According to the writer’s opinion, people are different from others depending
on .

A . the place where he was born

B. the time when he was born

C. the mother who gives birth to
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D. the family where he lives in
}2. People who were bom between July 23 and August 22 are supposed to be

. interested in many subjects
. calm and thoughtful

. seldom excited

[ -~

D. active daring and strong
( )3. People who enjoy reading and may become successful scientists was likely born

A. between July 23 and August 22

B. between August 23 and September 22
C. between September 23 and October 22
D. between October 23 and November 21

Test 7

Martin Luther King Jr. was born in Georgia in 1929, When he was still a boy, Mar-

tin learned that his people, the black Americans, were ofien treated differently from most

of their fellow Americans. Many could not attend good schools, get good jobs, or live in

nice houses because of the colour of their skin. Martin knew that in a free country this was
wrong. He wanted to help his hlack brothers and sisters. So he decided to go to school and
become a minister. He became a minister in Montgomery, Alabama. This is where Martin
Luther King's “peaceful fight” first began.

Dr. King worked for equality in other cities, too. He knew that the only way people
could win their rights was to remain peaceful, even in face of danger. Dr. King won the
Nobel prize in 1964 for his achievements and courage. The whole nation mourned the ter-
rible happening on April 4, 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee. Martin Luther King Ir. was
shot. The man who had preached (Z#%) nonviolence (IEFF7) died violently.

But Dr. King's dream can never die. Many Americans are still struggling to make
that dream come bue.

( )1. What impressed young Martin most was the in the U.S.
A. poverty of most Negroes
B. riches owned by the whites
C. equality enjoyed by the whites
D. inequality between the blacks and the whites
( )2. Martin preached nonviolence but died violently. This proves that

A. some whites in the U.S. preferred vielence
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B. the black Americans were not tough and rude
C. his dream will never be realized
D. his “peaceful fight” did not work
{ }3. Which of the following is the best title of this passage?
A. Winner of Noble Prize for Peace
B. Black Americans’ Leader Killed
C. Dr. King and His Peaceful Fight

D. Man Preaching Nonviolence Dies from Violence

Test 8

We usnally say that people have five senses. Senses are the way that we learn what is
happening around us. The five main senses are sight, hearing, touch, taste and smell.
Each sense depends on a certain part of the body. This part of the body receives in-

formation and then this information is sent to the brain. For example, we use eyes to see
the things around us. With ears we can hear the sounds. That is to say, eyes control sight
and ears control hearing. Skin controls touch. Taste depends on tongue while smell de-
pends on nose. Besides, there are also other senses which are important as these five sens-
es. There is a sense of balarce which stops us from falling down. We also have senses of
hunger, thirst and cold.
( J1. A good title for this passage is

A. Seeing and Hearing [s Important

B. The Parts of the Body

C. Getting Information for Our Body

D. Senses Are Useful
( )2. The word “brain” in this passage means __

A. the part in the head which makes us able to think and feel

B. the part of the body which forces blood round the body

C. the part of the body with which we breathe

D. the part of the body with which we learn
( )3. Without a good sense of balance we cannot .

‘A. eat B. walk C. fall down D. jump

( )4. How many important senses of people have?
A. More than eight B. Ounly five
C. Less than five D. Over five
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Test 9

By far the most common snake in Britain is the adder. In Scotland, in fact, there are
no other snakes at all. The adder is also the only British snake with a poisonous bite. It
can be found almost anywhere, but prefers sunny hillsides and rough open country, in-
cluding high ground. In Ireland, there are no snakes at all.

Most people regard snake bites as a fatal (B fr#Y) misfortune, but not all bites are
serious, and very few are fatal. Sometimes attempts at emergency treatment turn out to be
more dangerous than the bite itself, with amateurs heroically, but mistakenly, trying do —
it ~ yourself surgery (SMBHFR) and other unnecessary measures.

All snakes have small teeth, so it follows that all snakes can bite, but only the bite of
the adder presents any danger. British snakes are shy animals and are far more frightened
I  of you than you could possibly be of them . The adder will attack only if it feels threatened

,as8 can happen if you take it by surprise and step on it accidentally, or if you try to catch
#% it or pick it up, which it dislikes extremely. If it hears you coming, it will normally get
out of the way as quickly as it can, but adders cannot move very rapidly and may attack

before moving if you are very close.
( )1. Adders are most likely to be found ______
A. in Scotland and nowhere else
B. in Ireland and nowhere else
C. on land which is not prepared for the growing of crops throughout Britain
D. in shady fields in England
( )2. If you are with someone who is bitten by an adder, you should

A. try to catch the adder

B. not worry about the victim

C. operate immediately

D. make no attempt to treat the bite yourself
( }3. We are told that adders are

A. normally friendly towards people

B. unlikely to bite except in self — defence

C. not afraid of people

D. always ready to attack anyone in their district
( )4. If an adder hears you coming near,it will usually

A. move out of your path

B. take no notice of vou at all

C. pretend to be dead

D. wait unti] you are close and then attack you
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Test 10

Today, roller skating is easy and fun. But a long time ago, it wasn’t easy at all. Be-
fore 1750, the idea of skating didn’t exist. That changed because of a man named Joseph
Merlin. Merlin’s work was making musical instruments. In his spare time he liked to play
the violin. Joseph Merlin was a man of ideas and dreams. People called him a dreamer.

One day Merlin received an invitation to attend a fancy dress ball ({k%%$%4). He
was very pleased and a little excited. As the day of the party came near, Merlin began to
think how to make a grand entrance at the party. He had an idea. He thought he would
get a lot of atiention if he could skate into the room. :

Merlin tried different ways to make himself roll. Finally, he decided to put two
wheels under each shoe. These were the first roller skates. Merlin was very proud of his
invention and dreamed of airiving at the party on wheels while playifg the violin.

On the night of the party Merlin rolled into the room playing his violin. Everyone was
astonished to see him. There was just one problem: Merlin had no way to stop his roller
skates. He rolled on and on. Suddenly, he ran into a huge mirror that was hanging on the
wall. Down fell the mirror, breaking into pieces. Nobody forgot Merlin’s grand entrance
for a long time!

( 1. The text is mainly about
A. a strange man
B. an unusual party
C. how roller skating began
D. how people enjoyed themselves in the 18th century

( )2. People thought Merlin was a dreamer because he
A. often gave others surprises B. was a gifted musician
C. invented the roller skates D. was full of imagination
( )3. Merlin put wheels under his shoes in order to

A. impress the party guests
B. arrive at the party sooner
C. test his invention
D. show his skill in walking on wheels
( )4. What is the main point the writer is trying to make in the last paragraph?
A. The roller skates needed further improvement
B. The party guests took Merlin for a fool
C. Merlin succeeded beyond expectation
D. Merlin got himself into trouble
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Test 11

Fish hear sounds, though they simply have no ears outside their bodies. However,

* fish do have ears inside their bodies, near the brain and they hear very well with them.

Some fish have been taught to recognize the difference between sounds better than some

human beings do.
Many underwater animals make noises only by chance while they are doing something

. else. Other sounds are real communications of a simple sort, telling one fish of the pres-

ence and direction of another. A few noses may be warning messages or finding food, etc.
The earliest scientific report on fish sounds refemed to one of these.

A new field in science is leaming to recognize and use underwater sounds. It relies
on the same skill that man has shown in recognizing birds and other land creatures by their
calls. But this method is a greater challenge($kA%) than birdwatching, for many of the an-
imals of the sea cannot be followed in any other known way . Their voices cry for attention.
Yet we still have too little knowledge about many of the call makers. Perhaps the meaning
of the calls and what the call makers are will some day be made known more fully. It is as

though the great oceans were for daring men to invade (¥ A) them and to leam the se-

" crets of the place from which his forefathers came so long age.

( Y1. Which of the following is true of the noises made by underwater animals?
A. Some are meaningless
B. None of them is meaningless
C. They are all actual communications
D. They cannot be heard by human beings
( )2. Recognizing underwater animals
A. is totally different from recognizing land creatures
B. is more difficult than recognizing land creatures by their calls
C. will change people’s knowledge of fish
D. Is more or less a battle
( )3. One of the earliest scientific reports on fish sounds was about
A. noises made occasionally by underwater animals
B. some sort of communications between fish
C. the difference sounds
D. what sort of fish the call makers were
( )4, From the last sentence we can learn that
A. the human beings have invaded the oceans for long
B. more secrets of the great oceans are to be found out

C. only very brave people can make use of the great ocean
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D. people are fighting each other to hecome the masters of the ocean.

Test 12

America is growing older. Fifty years ago, only 4 out of every 100 people in the Unit-
ed States were 65 or older. Today, 10 out of every 100 Americans are over 65. The aging
of the population will affect American society in many ways — education, medicine, and
business. Quietly, the graying of America has made us a very different society — one in
which people have a quite different idea of what kind of behavior is suitable at various
ages. \

A person’s age no longer tells you anything about his/her social position, marriage or
health. There's no longer a particular year in which one goes to school or goes to work or
gets married or starts a family. The social clock that kept us on time tells as it used to be.
It doesn’t surprise us to hear of a 29 — year — old university president or a 35 — year old
grandmother, or a 70 - year — old man who has become a father for the first time. Public
ideas are changing.

Many people say,“I am much younger than my mother or my father was at my age.”
No one says “act your age” anymore. We ' ve stopped looking with surprise at older people
who act in youthful ways.

( )1. It can be leamt from the text that the aging of the population in America

. has made people feel younger

A
B. has changed people’s social position
C. has changed people’s understanding of age
D. has slowed down the country’s social development
( )2. The underlined word “one” refers to
A. a society B. America
C. a place D. population
( )3. “Act your age” means people should
A. be active when they are old
B. do the right thing at the right age
C. show respect for their parents young or old
D. take more physical exercise suitable to their age
{ )4. If a 25 - year - old man becomes general manager of a big firm, the writer of
the text would most probably consider it .
A. nomnal B. wonderful

C. unbelievable D. unreasonable
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