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EERE Words from Our Readers

HepEes EEHY A History of 90 Years

WFFEREA &NIREE A Treasury of Chinese Culture

T E1E FH Py A Center of Bibliographical Records
B{TERE £mAR%E Comprehensive Services

Mg HFEkAER Networking and Digitization

Bl g AMI R & D and Human Resources Development
ERH#S EFR3EHE  Training and Exchanges

jiEiteE RESEA{E Facing the New Century

#£HiE  Afterword

KA BWIOF /44 K. &4 K A List of Directors and Deputy Directors of
NLC in the History of 90 Years

H K/ #4 A UA— % & A Statistical Table of Collections in NLC

BEBSEEIEMNM  An Organization Chart of NLC




1 [ [ o 45

L NATIONAL LIBRARY OF CHINA







% % & A F A
RE L £ | Fa |3
oo & % |k # @
A @ | w3 % |=
C BH B & | 2 |%
w2 A& @ & A |2z
@ & B % A ¥ |=
¥ & % @ A )
w9 |8t ¥ [tk 19
LA w W 2
z2 @ & X | E F e
% |k % A W &)
X w B % | *
% & 2 A |3 %
&K & |7 s | )
@b | | z % ¥
% |2 |- & B e
% & |TF 4 |2 @
o i |8 % R EES
w |2 ° b £~
% ¥ o |2k P
" A A A %
A | & %%
% | & & ¥
A | @ [ O] 4]
® | & SIS &
F | € %% A
% | °
W o d s 0 ur R e ader s

@ The National Library of China is my university. Although 1 would
never graduate from this university, 1 can benefit from it all my life.

¢ The National Library of China is a sacred place 1 go often, where |
feel enlightened and nourished.

@ People should spend two thirds of their lifetime in the social
university with the library as a center for self-education and further
education.

¢ With innumerable indefatigable teachers and insatiable students,
the National Library of China is my alma mater in my deepest heart.

¢ Whenever 1 am asked to write my curriculum vitae, 1 am always
tempted to write Down the names of libraries in which 1 have been a
reader. To me, libraries play a role no less important than

universities, and therefore can be counted in my records of education.
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TEERABELE SRTLNR, AAGRIATF5 K, R EBEIVE, HTHAEIE, £2E, TEH
20007 B A5, HEABRM NTERATTRER BH. Qe R4 0N, H41E
REREVTTF 75 K,

Winning the first prize of the "Ten Best Buildings in Beijing in the 1980s"
Award and being capable of accommodating 20 million volumes, the main
library of the National Library of China covers an area of 7.42 hectares,
with a total floor space of 140,000 square meters in 22 stories, including 3
stories below ground level. Together with the branch library in
Wenjin Street beside Beihai Lake, it has a total floor space of
170,000 square meters.
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The National Library of China (NLC) is a comprehensive research library and a national general repository of publications,
with the functions of collecting, processing, storage, research, utilization and dissemination of knowledge and information. NLC I
is also a national center of bibliographical records and a national center of library information networks, researching and

applying modern technologies and playing a leading role in standardization, digitization and

networking in the library community in China. NLC provides services for the central

government, priority readers in research, educational and production institutions, and the

public. NLC is also responsible for the training of Chinese librarians, research and

development in library and information science, fulfillment of cultural agreements on behalf of

our government and promotion of exchange and cooperation with libraries and cultural

institutions all around the world. ,

Nation

e

Library o
China




Z B S B X OE 3 £ M 7B B OB X B T B B S ¥ % 1—!
B - B B = M ¥ 1 T ¥ - £ & & &#8 2 > B & =z ‘
£ x 2 # — B R m B B *# £ - X & @® Z O % m i'éﬁ
B . £ 2 £ B &« - 7B F oz s B &8 2 um |
R F o5 B2 7 % B O o= x5 7 moB 3 T OF OB = & & [—
g 2 B I 2 K m ® R @ &8 ZJ 3 & ® & F &£ 2 5 M oz |a.
e &= # & B % - x i oz H g T m AR o2 & BB ®wm |
£ # & B B x B S I m = B ow om B OH = o= B oz x E A
E o2 T R Ok 3 2 % mo T 2 T - R
A @ 1k 52 (5 /% = T = =] Bt 3| % bl AR ®= I X R S by
= 7 7 ¥ = E : S
:EI 25 O - R }é § ‘)\5 B 2 E = Ef gﬂ( s LU B o
7 3 £ =) R 3 [E ) ]
=3 & e e ?tt = FE H > . € X — ) % = = H = [g\ L[)Sl; = g
= 2 £ 80 % 1 &8 5 _ - = - 3 Az % i T E gy
T A 2 % =¥ 8 F 3 EX i iR ir 22 2 %
2 = L g2 g L3 £ %2 5 5 %5 5 2 5 2 m ¥ % o2 M
£z & n = B 8 s B2 8 o= a2 " o2 " o2 K %
i . B B v & = B &= - B #F = 5 - = o
A S e K o a3 S o®m - W % 2 5 =
=i ] < o = 73 12 3 o ® o T
2 E % g5 2 £ 7% = 2 B R £ 2 7 & B E 2 = B
2 R o 5 B B B 3 i B -~ % 3z 0oz ® o5 - & B
S ¥ 4 o " Awm ¥ 2 £ 2 x f 58 £ =% g 32 n ¢ [H
T3 2 fs28 EsefizTEREz::LCp@E
T A g5 2 X T @ B 5 x £ ¥ g = x om £ 308 ”
£ S £ £ &2 o8 = 5 £ @ - & £ ® 3 B o3 Z B E H
m R £ = B X ® =& o B B ®E B OB B B K B X B oz =
£ R R S A ) o2 B — B A E B X £ o B ¥ gﬂi ;
g B B 3 F = 5 $ B T B4 & % B I

cuarren G HISIONY o Yéafs)

T The predecessor of the National Library of China is the Capital Library of the Qing dynasty. At the beginning of the 20th Century,

lwhen reforming and Western learning were becoming influential, some people of insight presented a memorial to the emperor of the
Qng dynasty to open libraries and universities to carry on national culture and learn advanced sciences. On September 9, 1909, the

first year of his reign, the Xuantong emperor granted to build the Capital Library in Guanghua Temple in Beijing and .

appointed Mr. Miao Quansun to be the imperial librarian. After the Revolution of 1911, the library was
taken over by the Ministry of Education, Beijing Government, and opened to the
public on August 27, 1912. In 1916, the Capital
Library began to receive legal deposit copies of
Chinese publications. This indicates that

the library began to function as a national

Fangjiahutong Street. In July 1928, the
Capital Library was renamed National
Beiping Library and was moved to Juren

Hall, Zhongnanhai. In August 1929, the

O KR F AT & B 54 4% AL / Qingxiao
Building, Beihai Library of Beiping

QIOITHF wF A BT E & A&/
Inauguration Ceremony in 1917

O L+ % IFEB B 1E U / Capital
Library at Guanghua Temple

OFd &AL B L L-FR HEE I/
National Beiping Library at Juren Hall,
Zhongnanhai
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Jiping and Ren Jiyu. To meet the rapidly increasing social needs, Zhou Enlai, the
first premier of the People's Republic of China, proposed and granted to construct a
new building for the library, which is now located in Baishigiao Road. In 1987, the
new building was opened to the public, with the Chinese name in Deng Xiaoping's

calligraphy. On December 12, 1998, the State Council approved that the Chinese

name of the library is changed to Zhong Guo Guo Jia Tu Shu Guan (National Library
of China). This means that the library will take more important responsibilities in
the new century. On April 16, 1999, President Jiang Zemin wrote the calligraphy for

the new Chinese name of the library.
library was merged with Beihai Library of Beiping into the

National Library of Beiping, and began to compile National
Union Catalog, fulfilling mare functions of a national library.
In 1931, new premises were built for the library in Wenjin
Street, which now comprise a branch Iibrary of the National
Library of China. Thus, the library became the largest and
most advanced library in China. Among early planners and
managers of the library are Xu Fang, Jiang Han, Xia Zengyou,
Lu Xun, Liang Qichao, Chen Yuan, Ma Xulun, Cai Yuanpei,
Yuan Tongli and Li Siguang.

On March 6, 1950, after the founding of the People's
Republic of China, the National Beiping Library was renamed

Beijing Library. Among former directors and the present

director of the Iibrary are Feng Zhongyun, Ding Xilin, Liu
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CERXA R srELAFHALE /
General Ancient Book Reading Room,
Branch Library of NLC

Q@ E XA 1% 54 F /A Night Scene of
the Branch Library

@505 KX 49 42 414 L E / General Reading
Room in the 1950s

@1949 5 FF 54 0 %1 L AL I E / New
Culture Reading Room Opened in 1949

® (@ E & H) BB / Stack Specially
Designed for S1 Ku QUAN SHU (COMPLETE
LIBRARY OF THE FOUR BRANCHES OF
LITERATURE)
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The National Library of China has a large and comprehensive collection, including items in
NLC has a collection of 21,600,000
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volumes/items, with an annual increase of 600,000-700,000 volumes/items, ranking the fifth

foreign languages and many rare books. As of the end of 1998

among national libraries all over the world.
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O /24 B /A Map of Jiangxi Province Printed @eXARMKEEL (£L) /A Buddhist Scripture in

in the Ming Dynasty Mongolian
@HRELKRE A (XILEEY /WEN Yuan Yine Hua of Oz A (B EZ) / MENG Xi Bl TAN Printed in the
the Song Dynasty Yuan Dynasty

QA RiE (M KEwEZEM)Y / Rubbings of an
Inscription in the Tang Dynasty




