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HUMAN FACTS
BY
'DRYDEN LINSLEY PHELPS PhD.
DEAN OF THE COLLEGE O ARTS:
WEST CHINA UNIO.N UNIVERSITY _ -
Sociology is not }et an exact science: it is merely a great eongenes of iacte ;tnd
theories. A. Bam, in his Logic, says: “The basis of all scientifie explanatlon cc-n “:

sists in assimil. ‘ing a faci to some other faci or facts”” Inthe case of Soclology, 2%
the frm: is the ind;vidual person to start with, and the “other fact or facts” are
other pereons and the physical social environment in which they are zast, Human

- -~ 4-‘—

nature in the matrix of }wtule that cmnbmatmn in all its sabt]e rhythmm per g9

mutatlons 1s. the ﬁcld of Socmlogy PR T .
) Cuiture is. Yike :a coral reef built by the bedles of mllhons of busﬂy occupned

_I'msects Culture is the social he11tage accumulated by hundreds of genera.hugs h
'Cnnilzatwn however is very @ifferent: it denotes the quality of Tife bemg hved byaw
race or a people.” 'We say, “That nation is really civilized,” meaning that the .
persons llvmg w:thm that group are enjoying the physical mental and. smr;tua!z.

normal fu‘nctwns of human beings. Or to express it in the matchless clarity hfu

Plato whmh ‘none has ever 1mpr0ved they are eagerl and freely pursumg Tmth.
appreclatlng Beauty and growing in moral quality. : g o : _
But human nature in its higher aspects, the mental, ssthetic and moral, i weaku-'“\
and faltering; for those phases are the most recent to have been develope& n“
B evolution, Bemg not vet deeply ingrained,they tire easﬂy, so to speak. Thare»

fore, an mtelhgent society consciously mampulated towards definite goals of hlgher

T Tk
*;,““%

derﬂOpment must artificially safe-guard these phases in their infancy: ‘»a

nquraI and mtei‘ectual qualities, capacities, appreciations, en}oyments seem 1‘-0 &
Mt_up on an cconomic margin. Sncial classes that have no such margm of
Flayps S rey, money, can’t have them. Ry <“economic margin’” 1 mean that
fi@gmjrplus of. tlme stl(.'lgtlL and financial resources beyrmd the demands Bf
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mere subsistance. If a man must toil seventeen hours a day in order to keep
himseif and his brood barely alive, to talk with him about art and literature is
asininity. To insist on an absolute standard of honesty for a man in a situation
whereby a slight deviation from honesty brings in a little more rice is to arouse
not acquiescence but rage in him. -

‘;Vhat 12 the way out of this tmpasze? Two parallel ways: fivet, to teach and
demoenstrate the imperative demands of all human nature to live the life of the
spirit: the search for Truth, the appreciation of Beauty, the experience of good- o
ness. Such a hunger to do these things is bern in erery man and w oman, boy and
girl of every race and creed. Second, at the same time we must make poss:ble the -
satisfaction of ihese intellectusl and emotional appetites, Society must be go
adjusted, so infelligently manipu‘{ated that every person shall be given a sufficient
economic margin of lejsure, health, money, opportunity to attzin these h;gher '
aims heyand the denwonds of hare eridence. :

Therefore, a reruliny of human facts is essentizl. What are the real needs of
all human nature? I have statedthem. What Hinders their atlainment? Poverty,
disease, ignorance, prejudice, elass hatre&, sélﬁs’nness, lack of unders’r-a’t-n-ding of +
the law of creative love and qualitative life. What are the vemedies? First: to
understand fthe fuact: of human natule and the environment which moulds it.
Sccond, to understand and then to put inte operation those great forces which '-
religion and science have placed \nthm man's hands: valuation of human personal—j
ity as the most precious of ail things; knov«ledge of the fact that the goal of human.‘?
existence i NOT only physical subsistence and longevity but rather growth -in
qualily of erperience of reality (Truth, Goodne‘:s Beauty ); physscal well-being '
through hygiene and preventive medicine; eugenic control of pepulation; eqmtable- o]
distribution of material resources and social opportunity ... One could go on i
with the list, S PR

It should be the pussion of every student of Sociclogy first: to know the actua'l
facts of man’s nature ang his environment; and second, to create a new soc:ety in InE
which man may grow and dwell in exercise and fulfillment of his deepest deﬁlres.
Such a =;oc1etyﬁand it is already coming-—will be a combination of an eqmtable §
social order and the Kingdom of God as Jesus concewed it.

Chengtu, Szechuan,
& June 1934,

=
. . - L [ TR L B Y dooo ¥ = - - ) -
Caenkto v wldas T e ol - Pl i e . P e a 3

et i e r——



c.;;nnﬁ_*-;—x,‘-vw‘— —'_

R
b

Y v

.. CONTROLLED THOUGHT = = . &’

H. D. ROBERSON
~ .- ..  HEAD OF SOCIALOGY DEF’ARTMENT <

To a greater or a les&- degree all the dl{:tatm shlps estdbhﬁhed in recent yeara.
have attempted fo control the thuught life of the peop]e- : This.appears to be some-
what easier a task than that of a confrolled slate econorny since it is cmnparahvely
eary for the government to monopohse for its own ends and for 1tq own advantage o =
every t:hannel of pubhmty Oppnmtmn is not tolerafed 6 that mdwlduals musi: e
" ¢hose mthu* to submiit and accept the Onh' kind of Jdife possible or to emlgrate
Thus 11: Bécohies me:el a matfer of {ime till the peeple deprzved of the rlght an}
no longer ab}e to expre“; ther-qelveq freely — o 2 SR

certaln kmd of hterature whmh 1i necessary the people will be forced to huy anrl
to vead. The government has its own press and will not tolerate any Dther

.

L1terature the Thealres and moving plctures are strsct}v controlied. ;;:"'.-‘--‘ " bl ,-
_ crltmal youth 15 enthusxastlc. But what is the result D1 controlled thought nn fthe
youth of natlon‘? ..The minds of vxhole generatmns are distorted and there is nu
Itu:ne for learnmg Where men are not able to think Ireely and to Wnrk free'i} 13
there not Sure tobe a dechne in mental dechne in the nation? e =T Y 3

.In hlStOry we fmd _many records of the dangers ‘caused by the '%uppressmn nf
;reedom of tht;ught and of conscience. Iu the past it has alway been true that

The absence of safet} va‘veq constitutes a d'mger that cannot bm nored ‘by m;;:ir°

gf‘"ernment whatever its Torm. . - : S
1f books are buppleqsed by zovernmeut ’oecause they e\press views that are

l.ueral it %holars ‘are drn’en frol‘:.. He llﬂl\’f;FSﬁJCS because of thelr bEth m_
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liberty and to discipline, and ali the other standing antagonisms of practical 1ife,'
_are expressed with equal freedom, and enforeed and defended with equal talent ;

liberty of ihougﬁt, if popularity of an individual not in accord with the ideas of
the suthorities is regarded as an unpardonable crime, if all intellectual organisa-- s
tions are brought nnder the leadership of second-rate thinkers, if the ideas prevail-

ing in the outer world are prevented from penetrating into the country, the people o ’j_
may be brought into subjection for a time but history teaches that in the end free
thou cht will prevail. ‘ '

In the FEssay on L1berty, 3.8, Mill says —Un]ecss opinions favourable to
democracy and to aristocracy, to property and to equality, to co-speration and to_ o
competition, to luxury and lo abslinence, to sociality and to individuality, 'to

and vnergy, there is no chance of both elements obiaining their due. On any of;,?l
the vreal open questions ]uht enumeriled, if either of the twoopinions has a better -;\f
claim than the other, not merelv to be tolerated but to be encouraged and founten-
anced, it is the one ‘a.hzch “happens at the particular time and place 1:0 be in a A
mmonh What a Lonu ast to the DlCtLlI‘E presented by the Dmia’corshlps crf the PR

twentlethcentur LT T e
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