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ANIMATION

SCHOOL Of BFA




The predecessor of Animation

School is the animation program in the

Fine Arts Department of BFA. Started in 1952,

the program, during the period of more than fifty years,

has maintained its leading position in the domestic animation

teaching and research field with its outstanding achievements. It has

produced many famous Chinese animators, animation directors and

production talents of different generations, among them A Da of the animated

short film Three Monks, Dai Tielang of the animated series Cop Black White, Yan Dingx-

ian of Nezha Wreaking Havoc in the Sea, Lin Wenxiao of Snow Kid, Hu Jinging of the Chinese
water color painting and paper cut animated short film Yu Bang Xiang Zheng, etc.

With cultivating the directors of animation films and TV programs and high-level talents for
animation production as the goal, the Animation School combines the digital technologies
with traditional animation production skills in the educational program, to implement the
integration of “production, study, and research” in the Animation School and to develop our
students into the artists with high creativity, new technologies and good accomplishments.
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Since its establishment, the Animation School has long
been valued by the officials from the Central and local
governments who have given instructions to speed up the
development of animation program, thus pointing out the
direction of and injecting momentum into its growth.
Following the instruction that “measures should be taken
to give strong support for the development of original
products in Chinese animation and game industries,
improve the cultivation of talents for production of anima-
tions and games, and speed up the growth of Chinese
animation industry and game industry”, the Animation
School of BFA works enthusiastically in the spirit of the
Central Government and takes the advantages of BFA in
talent cultivation, to give impetus to and expedite the
talent cultivation in the whole animation industry and
game industry, in an effort to build the Animation School of
BFA into a talencultivation base for China'’s original anima-

tions and games.
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For the animation program, the following directions are included: four available for master degree applicants
(animation production and theories, animation production & multi-media application and research, animation
history study, and animation screenwriting, while professional animation production management is planned to
be provided), four available for bachelor degree applicants (animation arts, computer animation, cartoon produc-
tion, and game design) and five available for those receiving higher vocational education (animation arts, com-
puter animation, cartoon, motion design, and game design). Besides, classes for further studies and upgrading
from associate degree to a degree.

The Animation School has also estab-
lished a new-type education and research
institution with “the Animation Arts Institute
of BFA, International Animation Industry
Research Institute Beijing, Game Design
Institute of BFA” playing the core role. On
the one hand, “production studio system”
is implemented to promote the researches
in production theories with the production
practices and teaching practice; on the
other hand, active explorations into the
animation history, theories and techniques 4

are encouraged to give impetus to the TFR MR 05 M
productions.
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For the cooperation with overseas schools, the Animation School makes full use of the advantages of
Beijing Film Academy to promote the cooperation in terms of scope and scale. For instance, it plans to
implement a system for routine exchanges between its own teachers and teachers in overseas schools,
cooperate with overseas schools in educational programs, and promote the international academic
exchanges, so as to take in the teaching and production experiences from those famous universities and
colleges at home and abroad.
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At present, the Animation School of BFA provides its
students with world’s leading education facilities so
that the students’ studies and practices in the Anima-

tion School can be ensured in terms of the hardware.

The Animation School is equipped with
nearly 150 computers with P4 or higher
processors and high-performance animation
control equipment, which provide conve-
niences for the professional studies. In their
studies, the students can get access to the
most sophisticated software and teaching
facilities for film and TV production, such as
motion capturer, Filmbox, Maya, Softimage
XSl as well as Avid MC8000, DPS Velocity,
Betacam SP, DV—Storm and others.
Besides, the Animation School also has the
Motion Analysis optical motion capture
system, which adopts the FALCOON HR
240 Camera provided by Motion Analysis
supplier with the highest resolution of 640 x
480 and highest capture rate of 240 fps.

In recent years, the Animation School has
set up two animation production labs, one
5D (stereoscopic dynamics) animation
film lab, one virtual real game lab, one
motion capture lab, and one animation
industry research institute to provide a
solid materials foundation for teachings,
production and scientific researches in
the Animation School.
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The Animation School of BFA now has over 20 teachers who used to work in Beijing Film Academy,
Central Academy of Fine Arts, Tsinghua University, and Beijing University. Since its establishment,
the Animation School takes in high-quality talents each year to expand its teaching group. Among
the full-time teachers, the proportion of those holding a master degree or above keeps increasing
and thus quality of the teachers is improved gradually. The Animation School also implements the
rewarding system to send excellent teachers overseas (U.S.A, Canada and Japan) for further stud-
ies to enhance their accomplishments and the competitiveness of the Animation School. It also
adopts the flowing system for its teaching staff and it is planned to have 30 teachers, 20 teaching
associates, 20 foreign teachers and 15 technicians for the labs.
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The Animation School holds two grand activities each year, the Cartoon Festival
in the first half year and the School Prize in the second half year.

The purpose of the Cartoon Festival held by the Animation School of BFA is to
“promote the development of Chinese animation industry and game industry, and
improve the knowledge of cartoon fans”. In the Cartoon Festival, commercial
exhibitions and academic forums will play the major role with the supports of
cartoon show, animation show and Cosplay performances. The Cartoon Festival
makes its own contribution to the development of Chinese animation industry,
improvement of the art level, technical level, market competitiveness and interna-
tional competitiveness of China’s original animation products.

As a professional selection activity, the “Animation School Prize” was started from
December 2001 and then held once each year. The prizes are awarded at the end
of a year, when a series of academic exchanges will also provided to encourage
andpromote the independent animation production with creativity, explore and
display the multiple-facets of animation as a form of art, provide those real anima-
tion lovers with opportunities to demonstrate themselves and communicate with
others, and develop the academic thinking for animation production.
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After years of teaching practices and summarization, the Animation School of BFA has gradually devel-
oped a series of curriculum and teaching system with effectiveness and distinctive features. We have
organized over one hundred excellent teachers and experts most of whom come from Beijing Film
Academy to compile a set of 21st Century National Planned Teaching Materials for Animation and
Game Program of Higher Education, which turns out to be the most comprehensive and most authorita-
tive teaching materials in China for animation program.




