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Abstract

One hundred and thirty—six coded features of 34 strains of the
genus Rhizobium and 2 of Agrobacterium were subjected to cluster
analysis, with the help of a high speed computer for the establishment
of similar coefficients and for sorting the st ains into taxonomic
clusters, Observations indicate that all the slow—growing rhizobia
which constituted a unifom group were distinct from the fast—growing
strains,

The fast—growing strains constituted much more diverse groups
which could be subdivided into the four different subgroups.

From the postitive frequency of occurrence of features computed
for each of the five taxXonomic clusters, a table was prepared,
providing correlating characteristics which are suitable for identifica
tion of the groups or the subgroups.

Dv (vigour) and Dp (pattern) analyses of the strains indicated
that the difference of the strain qrom Arachi Iypogaea nodule(3G,B,,)
from the straint qrom Givcine max nodule (Rj110)and Erytkrina nodule

(351) may be the difference of growing-rate.
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