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YANG JIA BU'S
BLOCK PRINTED
NEW YEAR PICTURES
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As an immigrant village, Yangjiabu of Shandong Province is
located by the former Hanzhuo River, some 15 kilometres away
from the present City of Weifang. It was moved here from Zitong
County of Chengdu in Sichuan Province back in the reign of
Chenghua of the Ming Dynasty.

Yangjiabu New Year Pictures originated in the early Qing
Dynasty and prospered in the reign of Guangxu of the same Dynasty.
When winter came, all the labour force in that village were put into
the production of New Year pictures while the picture vendors in
neighbouring counties like Gaomi and other villages and towns
nearby scrambled to lease the houses alongside the streets in the
village so as to sell the pictures before the Spring Festival. By selling
pictures in such other places as Xuzhou and Gaomi, the picture
vendors in Yangjiabu promoted the development of New Year
pictures in Shandong Province, which became a leading provenance
of New Year pictures nation-wide with its New Year pictures being
sold all over the country.

As one of the Chinese folk arts, the New Year picture is rooted
in the countryside. Shandong is an agricultural province and enjoys
vast territory with a large population, which in many ways provides
the soil for growing the folk art of New Year pictures. The New
Year pictures of Yangjiabu are celebrated for the local colour they
are imbued with. They are very decorative for their extravagance in
shape, well organised composition and sharp contrast of dazzling
hues.
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