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3 PREFATORY NOTE

The publication of the “Annual Repor: of Shanghai Commddity Prices” began in
1234. It was fo replace “The Shanghai Market Prices Report,” a quarterly
pablication from 1923 to 1932.

This Report containg mainly tables of wholesale prices of principal commodities
in Shanghai. ‘In addition to these are given, in the Appendix, certain price index:
numbers and monetary statistics already published in the “Prices and Price Indexes
in Shanghai” In the tables of wholesale prices, commodities which were former-
ly grouped under twc divisions: domestic products and imported commodities, will,

from 1935, not be so grouped, since the origin of commodities can be ascertained.
frem these tables.

The Shanghai wholesale prices from 193¢ to 1936 in this Report are annual average
prices as to the first four years, and annual and monthly, as to the last three
years. In order that comparison may be made from year to year, the commodi-
ties in the tables have been duly adjusted. Although those that are included in
this Report may not be the same as those in “The Shanghai Market Prices Report,”
the method of classification remains unaltered.

The tael quotations prior to March, 1933, when the tael was abolished, have been
converted into dollar quotations according to the rates then prevailing. The dollar
rates from January, 1930, to December, 1933, are as follows:

Jan. Feh. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug.  Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Average

1930 0.7203 0.7181 0.7201 0.7200 0.7211 0.7164 0.7262 0.7292 0.7297 0.7282 0.7262 0.7246 0.7233
1931 0.7227 0.7228 0.7230 0.7272 0.7301 ©.7276 0.7255 0.7247 0.7248 0.7269 0.7257 0.7238 0.7254
1932 0.7185 0.7372 0.7258 0.7071 0.7027 0.6965 0.6921 0.6877 0.6908 0.7013 0.7075 0.7130 0.7067
1933 ©.7131 0.7140 0.7149 0.7150 0.7150 0.7150 0.7150 0.7150 0.7150 0.7150 0.7150 0.7150 0.7148

Since March, 19383, in consequence cof the rigid enforcement by the City Govern-
ment of Shanghai of the new system of weights and measures, Shanghai has
followed in the wake of other cities in the reform. But in transactions with places
where the new system is not yet generally in use, old units are sometimes employed
as a temporary expedient. In this Report, all those commodities in respect to
which new units are now used have their prices prior to March, 1933, entirely
converted into the new; as to those which still go by old units, the rate for their
conversion into the new is given in the footnote.

This Report urdertakes to give in reference to each commodity: 1. name; 2. kind;
8. brand, or name of agency or firm; and 4. country of origin, or place of production.
This Report tries to keep as identical as possible the form in which commodities
are described, so as to make comparison easy. In case of nsed of change arising
from the change of brand, or origin, etz.,, commodities of similar qualities are sub-
stituted, and the substitution is explained in every case in the footnote. "
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‘Chart V. Index Numbers of Wholesale Prices in China, U. S. A., U. K. and Japan
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