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@0 the opening-up to promote the
i and development. Conduct the
ti-level and wider-range education
exchange and cooperation to enhance the
internationalization of education of China.
% From China's "National Medium

and Long-term Education Reform and
Development Plan (2010-2020)"

Ensuring the integration of education
priorities into ASEAN’s development
agenda...Strengthen collaboration with
other regional and international educational
organisations to enhance the quality of
education in the region;

* From ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community
Blueprint
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| China-ASEAN Education Cooperation Week
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Madam Liu Yandong, Vice-Premier of the
State Council, former State Councilor of
the Peoples Republic of China
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China-ASEAN Education Cooperation Week

Fbrging Closer Ties between the
People ot China and ASEAN

------ Keynote Speech at the Opening Ceremony of China-ASEAN
Education Minister Roundtable Conference and the Third China-

ASEAN Education Cooperation Week

China and ASEAN countries are close
neighbors, with strong economic and trade
ties and similar culture. We have many
shared interests today. The Southwest Silk
Road dates back to China’s Qin and Han
dynasties some 2,000 years ago. Zheng

He, the great navigator in China’s Ming
Dynasty in the 15th century, headed his
expeditions 7 times to countries west of
China, including today’s ASEAN countries.
In modern times, we fought against the
invaders shoulder to shoulder. We have
enjoyed long-standing friendship and
cultural exchanges. Particularly, during
the past 30 years of China’s reform and
opening-up, the China-ASEAN exchanges
and cooperation have grown rapidly. From™
the Asia Financial Crisis in 1997 to the
more recent international financial crunch,

we jointly braved many storms.

In recent year, China-ASEAN relations
have witnessed unprecedented growth
and ushered a new era, with more high-
level visits, strengthened political trust,
closer economic and trade ties and more
substantial exchanges in education. The
strategic partnership towards peace and

prosperity has been constantly advanced
and we have set up the best example of
exchange and cooperation between nations.

Chinese government always attaches great
importance to international exchange and
coopération in education and has made
provisions for such activities in the Outline.
A full-fledged cooperation and partnership
in education between China and ASEAN
has its complementarities and sharing

of resources in education. And we have
developed a new way of education exchanges
with our own regional characteristics. We
are extremely delighted to see the following
achievements:

--Frequent Visits by National Leaders and
High Level Education officials

In the year 2009 alone, Chinese national
leaders made 15 visits to ASEAN countries
while ASEAN national leaders made

27 visits to China, and nearly 100 high
level delegations in education from both
sides visited each other. These visits have
promoted understanding of educational
reforms and achievements on both sides

and broadened the channels and scopes in
education exchanges.

--Education Exchange Mechanism and
Platform Matured

China has successfully held two “China-
ASEAN Education Cooperation Week”
since 2008. These events have promoted a
common strategic understanding, mutual
trust, educational cooperation, and have
had a spreading effect. They have become
an important platform and a brand name
in our education exchanges, reinforcing a
strategic partnership between China and
ASEAN in education.

--Continued Growth of the Number of
Exchange Students

Over 40,000 exchange students from
ASEAN countries have visited China, while
70,000 exchange students and scholars from
China have visited ASEAN. countries. More
people on both sides want to learn and
understand the languages, histories, and
cultures of the other.
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--New Development in the Exchange of
Youth

Since 2008, China has invited nearly 1000
students from ASEAN countries to China
to attend “China-ASEAN Youth Summer
Camps” and “Chinese Language Bridge-
ASEAN Students Summer Camps”. Youth
exchange has brought dynamics and
assurance for the continued development of
friendly cooperation between the two sides.

--New Breakthroughs in Language Teaching

All ASEAN languages are among the
foreign language courses taught in Chinese
universities. In recent years, China has

sent 4,500 Chinese language teachers, and
volunteers to ASEAN countries, trained up
to 10,000 Chinese language teachers, and set
up 21 Confucius Institutes and 14 Confucius
Classrooms with a total of over 60,000
students enrolled in ASEAN countries.

To bring out a new prospect of China-
ASEAN cooperation and to develop strategic

partnership between our two sides, to a large
extent, depend on the depth and ranges of
people-to-people communication to form

a solid public base for our friendship. The
people-to-people communication and
economic and trade ties are like two wings
of birds. The more understanding and trust
among us, the more mutual benefits we can
get. Educational exchange is an important
part of people-to-people communication
between nations. It is fundamental,
pioneering, extensive and enduring for the
exchanges between cultures, peoples, minds
and hearts. Strengthening educational
exchanges can significantly improve Chinese
and ASEAN peoples’ mutual trust and
enduring friendship. As far as substantive
cooperation between the two sides is
concerned, enhancing comprehensive
education exchange and cooperation and
human resources development is conducive
to narrowing the development gap in the
region, to strengthening its competitiveness
and to promoting sustained development
and prosperity in the region. Along with
the increasing flow of commodities, human

resources, and capital between China and
ASEAN, comes the need for enhanced

exchanges of education exchanges. We

shall join together in our efforts to provide
education aimed at producing talents well-
versed in Chinese and ASEAN’s cultures,
laws and regulations, and knowledgeable in
finance and trade; thereby the cooperation
between China and ASEAN in all areas
shall become more substantiated and
vibrant. Furthering education exchanges not
only facilitates the continued cooperation
between China and ASEAN, but also fosters
common goals and ties between the people
of the two sides.

¥ As cited in the keynote speech presented
by Madam Liu Yandong, Vice-Premier of the
State Council, former State Councilor of the
Peoples Republic of China, at the Opening
Ceremony of “China-ASEAN Education
Minister Roundtable Conference and the
Third China-ASEAN Education Cooperation
Week™ on August 3, 2010.
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Top Focus

The lens present the documentary records of the top leaders’ passionate
concerns and supports to “The Cooperation Week"

The pictures offer the visualized records of the top leaders’ warmhearted
wishes and expectations for "The Cooperation Week"

Chinese government pays close attention to the Cooperation Week.

Madam Liu Yandong, Vice-Premier of the State Council, former State Councilor of
the Peoples Republic of China, delivered the keynote speech entitled “Forging Closer Ties
between the People of China and ASEAN” at the opening ceremony of “China - ASEAN
Education Minister Roundtable Conference and the Third China-ASEAN Education
Cooperation Week” on August 3, 2010.

- Officials from Ministry of Foreign Affairs, P. R. China, Ministry of Education, P. R.
China and ASEAN countries participated in all the five Cooperation Weeks. Doubtlessly,

their supports and concerns are crucial to the development of education,economy and
society of China and ASEAN.
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Madam Liu Yandong, Vice-Premier of the State Council,
former State Councilor of the People’s Republic of China,
met with the Education Ministers of ASEAN countries
during “China - ASEAN Education Minister Roundtable
Conference and the Third China-ASEAN Education
Cooperation Week” in August, 2010.
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China-ASEAN Education Cooperation Week
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Mr. Olabiyi Yai , Resident Ambassador of Benin

to UNESCO, Mrs. Yai and Ms. Mega Irena, Senior
Official of Human Resources Development of
ASEAN Secretariat
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The launch of "China - ASEAN Education
Information Network " during "The First China -
ASEAN Education Cooperation Week"

- 13-



= 14 =

v — 45 W BT A2

China-ASEAN Education Cooperation Week

Ambassador Liu Jian of Ministry of Foreign
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