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PREFACE

With the initial attempts of M. Devéria, Sw. Bushell. M. G.
Moriesse, A. lIvanov, and Luo Fwucharng (# # %), and B. Laufer’s
more extensive work 7'he Si-Ilia Longuage—a Study in the Indo-Chinese
Phalolugy, interest in the study of the Shishiah language may be said to
have fairly begun. While it is a fortunate thing for such a subject of
comparatively small scope to have claimed the attention of so many
scholars, a more thorough-going treatment of the subject would require
the use of more extensive materials and a more systematic method.
Along this direction, may be considered the work of N. A. Nevsky in
Russia and J. Ishihama (73 & #& K ) in Japan. In China, the National
Library of Peiping recently bought ninety-two small volumes of tripitaka
in the Shishiah language, which has furhished Mr. Wang Jingru. the
writer of these studies, the principal source of study. With the short
space of time he has been at this work, some of his results are already
quite interesting. Thus, in his W 74 % # & B W ¥ (written iﬂ. June,
1930), he determined, by following a rather rigorous method, which
were the Shishiah cuts and which the Yuan cuts. At the same time, he
pointed out that the method of Numbering was the same as in Chinese
in that the characters of Chiantzyh Wen (T 5 ) (by sound) were used,

showing further that it followed T & % %% ik ¥ & H , as fo which
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parts came under which characters. There were also  inferences concern-
ing the Shishiah cuts and a discussion of the error of translating
&t as B by Luo Fwucharng. An interesting confirmation was found
when Mr. Wang received in August, 1930 Ishiliama and Nevsky's joint
work T X 5% ok ¥ £ %, in which there was also the conclusion that
maha  prajuiperamita  sutra (¢ #F F) numbered according  to
Chiantzuh Wen. It may be noted here that according to Mr. Wang's
researches, the Chivwizyl 1Wen numbering  system of mwhd projid-
paranie sebra as inferred by Ishihama and Nevsky may not be the safneI
as F O B 3 ik LK% B. As this is a somewhat intricate problem,
some more work has to be done on it before final publication. Another
interesting study is his recognizing of 4 ¥I 3£ ¥ 5% in How
Hannshw (1% $8 #) as a Tibeto-Burmese langnage (probably of the
Lolo-Moso grcup) and comparing it with Shishiah and Tibetan languages,
for hitherto it has been considered by scholars as a Chinese dialect.
In his 79 3 I Bk &5 & 8 3 B & B, Mr. Wang has pointed out the
relationship between the peoples of Shishiah and Bairlang (53 38),
the present treatment of the subject from a linguistic point of
view makes it the more interesting. In this article, are also found
some interesting observations on archaic Chinese and the languages of
the Southwestern peoples, such as the existence of the iaitial
consonant groups bl-kl-, gr-, by, etc. in the time of How Hann

and the explanation of the names Bairlang (8 3) and Yehlang
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(¢ ). In his article on the name 1 3, arc also found somc
interesting discussions on the changes in the names 2 and % and

on the relationship between the Shishiah surname i with the surname

3z of the kingdom of Chuu (3#).

The finding of new sources is always a welcome event to students
of antiquitics, and with the present accessibility to such a wealth of

Shishiah texts, one may well expect to see further inferesting results

from the study cf them in the near iuture,

Jaw Yuan renn [#i 3¢ 1T]
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