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PEKING AND THE PEKINGESE.

CHAPTER I

The Prince of Su returns from Je-ho—Illustrations of Pekingese cha-
racter and domestic life—The conclusion of the Government Me-
morial on the Currency question—Religion of the Emperor—
Position of the Empress at his death—Approach of harvest—The
Prince of Kung reappears at the Foreign Office—Strike amongst
the workmen— Result of an attempt to improve the sanitary con-
dition of Tien-tsin—Remarks relative thereto—A subscription
funeral—A Decree appears wherein the Emperor nominates his
successor—The Prince of Kung notifies the death of the Em-
peror—Arrival of Major Brabazon in search of his son—Decrees
issued by the Emperor shortly before his death—Mr. Bruce's
letter of condolence to the Prince of Kung— Scenes in the
curiosity shops—Bishop Anouile’s statement about the Abbé de
Luc's head—Decrees and cereraonies connected with the Em-
peror’s death—Major Brabazon's impressions of the Chinese—A
novel idea in cookery—Mr. Hart returns to Peking—Departure
of the Prince of Kung for Je-ho—Sang-ko-lin-sin's position in
Shan-tung, as described by his Commissary-General.

Awugust 16th, 1861.—This morning the Prince of Su
arrived with a long train of followers and baggage at the
Su-wang-foo, having come straight from Je-ho, where,
as one of the princes of the first degree of Imperial

nobility, he has been in immediate attendance upon
VOL. IL B
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the Emperor. This apparent break-up of his establish-
ment there, and return to his family mansion, would
seem to afford strong corroborative evidence of the
Emperor's death. The reason, however, assigned for
the Prince’s return is the approaching marriage of his
niece. His retainers, when interrogated, deny the death
of the Emperor, but say that he is very ill, and that his
physicians state that he cannot survive the Eighth
Moon (September). It is therefore not improbable that
he is dead, and that the event will not be made public
until that time. The death of Tan-quang, the present
Emperor’s father, was kept secret for one month.

Yang, on coming to his duties this morning, informed
us that his wife had yesterday presented him with a
fine girl, somewhat, of course, to his disappointment, as
it knocks on the head the hopes he had been cherishing
of providing his rich relative with an adoptable male
heir. Mrs. Yang, like a pattern mother, is up to-day,
and engaged at her domestic avocations. To-morrow a
great ceremony takes place—the washing of the baby ;
an event which is deferred until the third day after
birth. The mamma officiates, and friends and relations
drop in and honour the ceremony with their presence.
In the water in which the child undergoes its first ablu-
tions there is boiled a bough of a tree of the acacial
species, which is supposed to impart a primary vigour
to the infant, rendering it less susceptible of disease,
and, when attacked, predisposing it to suffer only from
ailments of a mild type. While speaking on this sub-
Ject, Yang mentioned a curious fact, which explains to
me an impression that has frequently struck me, namely,
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