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Preface

L

“ Ferocious smoke [ills up the sky; evil opium spreads through-

out China " . From the Tang Dynasty to the Ming Dynasty, ! :
opium had been used as medicine for over 600 years. Yet, as
opium smoking became popular, opium turned out to be a drug
that did great harm to human beings.
Since the middle and late 18th century, western capitalist coun-
tries led by Britain intensified the policy of trade expansion and
unexpectedly used opium as a steppingstone to enter China's

market. Armed opium smuggling and dumping brought China. T. '
into a world of black stream and poisonous fog. It became a huge
tumor of the Qing Dynasty and tremendously endangered I‘]lq._ali
Chinese nation. J 4
In 1839, Chinese people represented by Lin Zexu launched the |
first large-scale anti-opium campaign in human history. Dver_-'?
1,150,000 kg of opium was destroyed publicly on the beach of .
Humen, Guangdong. The world was shocked. It unveiled the an- .
ti-invasion history of modern China and added a great chapter tu s

=

global history of anti-opium campaigns.
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