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Chinese Maritime Transport: A Trusted, Resourceful Partner

A diversified com pany with global interests ,Chinese Maritime Transport
offers a wide array of services in ocean shipping sinland trucking ,air freight ,
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EDITOR’S NOTE 3

EDITOR’S NOTE

This issue of China Oceans Law Review comprises five articles of knowl-
edgeable insight addressing a number of important issues of oceans laws and
policies ranging widely in scope.

As early as the 4™ century, Arabians opened the shipping route from the
Indian Ocean to China through the Strait of Malacca and the South China Sea.
The Straits of Malacca and Singapore have now become two of the most
important maritime chokepoints in the world and are also regarded as
important economic lifelines for Malaysia and Indonesia. The recent proposal
to build a bridge across the Strait of Malacca has triggered different reactions.
Malaysian scholar Mohd Hazmi bin Mohd Rusli presents his original and
thought-provoking view on this issue by asserting that despite the potential
positive benefit for the economic development of the surrounding areas, the
construction of the bridge would have adverse impact on the marine
environment of the Strait of Malacca and the flow of international shipping
traffic.

The 20™ century witnessed the rapid development of the international law
of the sea. Numerous discussions have been held by the international
community concerning various maritime issues. The disputes caused by coastal
archipelagos and archipelagic States have been well addressed. However, the
regime concerning outlying archipelagos of continental countries remains
unsettled. JIA Nan’s article focuses on analyzing the baseline system and the
legal regime applicable to the outlying archipelagic waters.

PAN Jun’s article, by analyzing the results of the UN CLCS’s deliberations
on Russia’s submission concerning the continental shelf beyond 200 nm,
addresses the complexity and difficulty in coastal States’ attempts to extend
their continental shelf beyond 200 nm from the baseline of their territorial sea
under international law, and proposes that proactive efforts may be made to
create an international atmosphere and conduct further survey for geo-scientific

data. This case also serves as a worthwhile reference for the legal practice of
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China, which is confronted with great difficulty in maritime delimitation.

Lindpere Heiki, Rector of the Estonian Maritime Academy, provides an
overview of the related international conventions as well as the developments of
maritime law in Estonia, mainly involving maritime claims & liens,and arrest
of vessels. Also the article discusses some practical problems in relation to the
arrest of vessels and their release in Estonia which are of importance for any
flag State or person involved in maritime ‘business.

Two Taiwanese scholars Wen-Hong LIU and Jui-Chung KAQ, based on
the geographical features of Taiwan,a densely populated island surrounded by
sea waters,and a series of practical problems resulting from poor coastal zone
planning and improper use,analyze the background and evolution of marine and
coastal management in Taiwan to figure out the thread of coastal management.
In addition, the ICZM principles are used to examine the coastal management
framework in Taiwan,and suggestions are proposed on the practices of Taiwan
coastal management in light of such theories.

China Oceans Law Review will continue to brave the challenges of
producing a Chinese-English bilingual publication, and persevere in its
commitment to establish a broader platform for the internationalization and di-
versification of China’s oceans law. Finally, we wish to express our deep
appreciation for all the experts and scholars who have always been at our side
rain or shine, whose care and support will spur us on in our attempt to fulfill

the mission of promoting the development of marine enterprise.

COLR Editorial
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