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SOME SOCIQOLOGICAL REMARKS ON THE SYSTEM
GF PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION
DURING THE PERIOD OF THE FIVE DYNASTIES

by Worrnavw Enermranp
Ankarn

In ovder to understand the sociological background of the politira
developments during the period of the *‘Five Dynasties™ it is uceessary to,
study the system of administration. The svarce for this as well as for othar,
inquiries! in the -sociology of the 10th century.is the Chin Wu-lfai-shik
#E ik (The Aocient History of the Five Dynasties). [n spite of the fact
that the CAWZ'Sh has been alieted and even forged (o2 certain extent? it
is srill in many respects better than ihe Hufn Wy-tai-shih JHA(CH which is
writteir in a strong Contucianist manner and therefore even less reliable than
the CAWTS4%; fur kermore, the HsWT'S%k ig shorter than the CAWZTSE, and
this is another drawback: On the othier hand, as the following iuguiries are
of a statistical character, only a single, uniform source could be used.—

1,

During the perfod of the #Five Dyuasties'’ the smallest unit of lacal
administration was the *‘hajengg'’. QOur text mentions only very few
sihgien’’, because these small units had ue political importance,. Sewveral
srhsien’ tog ether made a *‘choudlf’, the normal and huportant udit of local
adminigtration. The chief of a ‘*chou’ ecan be {a) a “*Ts'ili-shibyyge"”
{Administrator) ot {b)a *Chieh-tu-shibfi i (Military Gowernor)., In
periods of military trouble ths aduumstrntmn otz *'chou’ can be taken ovel
either by a (¢ "Fang-y -shibpfgali” (Defense Commander) or (d) a
wTrgan-lign-shih g’ (Trainiug Corps Commander ). Inthe case of direct
military actions the administration ot a **ehion’ is in the hands of a (&) ¢ Liu-
hou'ff 48"’ Tutor of the Rear). .Iu the following pages we will study thege
five offjces, The adwinlstration of the four capitals of our period -vay

L ¢f. W.EaproAmrD: The Compesition of the Leading Political Group during the
i Five’ Dynasties” (Asiatische Siudien, vol. 1, p. 19-28; Bern 1947}; W, EDEHHARD:
Sato Turklevinin Kultur terikine deir notler (Bal!etem, No. 41, p. 1526 Ankoera
1947; an English enlarged edition of this article is in the presa).
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esseniially identieal, naly ingtead of a **Chieh-tu-shih’’ we bave here the
vYinFt ', and instead of’ the *Livshov’ & “'Liu-shous f.-‘];”.

The CAWTSA meniious abont 3300 persous?; among them, according to
my stafisties, 2311 administrators are mentioned?. Some persons Lave heen
appointed several times, mauy others have never occupied any local post.
Among these 2311 officials T3 are **Viee-Governor'’, “Yice-Administrator*’
ete. The remainder of 2238 officials is quite high: the W .i-shuff it (Adnals
of the T'o-pa Dyuasty ) mentions ouly 1939 similar officials® for a period of
165 years, outr CAW/ LS4, being only 23 ot the Wei-sku, mentions 2238 for &
period of 54 years! Indeed, comparing the first part of the anna.g Etlxe 80-
called “'pen-chiz: §3'') of the Han, T'o-pa and Wu-tai dyuasties one sees Lliat
the ' pen-Chi'" of the Han dynasty contain matetials ou general interna) as
well a3 external -politics and temdrks ou astrouomical events, becing -aw
interesting redding; the *'pen-chi” of the T?o-pa dynasty teport ou the most
important dbaoges in the adwinistration, But still give. a lot ‘of .other
juformations: The *'pen-chi’’ of the Wu-tai period devote almost all available
dpade to Teports on'changes in the administration, thus beeing a.quite dry
reading. !Siill, retarks onappoiatments are not ouly found in the *'p2u-
chi!’ bt also in the biographical patt of the Anunals (lieh-chzanZ) {#°" ),
dnd the reports in the biographies sometiines complete the lists,'sotietimes
Gorrect them.” ‘In order to-get the complete lists, the whol & aunals Lhave
be studled:’ T give fhe following exumple:

Nams of the Province

Av—chon 7.

Name of Governor Year . Sourie®.

1) Chu Han-pin JMH 623.928  30:4238bb; 64:4282ab
2) Shih Ching-jung 1#cgr 926 37:4248ba; B5:4271da
3) Kao Hsing-kni BiTE 928 39:4251})3.; £5:4283ab
4) Shih Ching-jung #BEH 28 - £9:4281ch

5} -Yang Hau-chang {7 .. 831-6337 . 42:4255ba

3, Mauy cases of adoption as well as incomiplete textual material make it imposesible td
-'give an exact number,

‘4, ‘This Hgure may be too low. . T might have overlosked some governors, But as this
may also apply to the material on the ‘I*0-pa period (see relow) and as such errors will
be equaily distributed over the whole textual muaterial, the proportions will remain
unchanged.

5. “The adninistration of the [’o-pa empire (dee my Das Reich dey Toba in Nordehing,

" which will be published soon) was twofold: there were ‘ojvil districts' and independ-
.end “‘military districts’ in the same place. Our figure comprises both.

6 1 used the K'ai-ming [ABA edition of the Chiu Wu-tai-skik; for technical ressons it
was impossible for me to consult other editions too. ~The first figure is the chapter, the
second the page. The first letter is the column of the page, the second indicatén the
left (a) or the right (b) part of the eolumn.
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8) FuYep-ch'ing Z7ia. 833.93 44:4257da;124:4355db

7) Lu Wen<hin jcss.,  034-7 48:4261ca; 97:43250a

8) Li Chingrchou ZEii R 934-? 45:4269ha

9) Chou Huan ] #t 937 76:4298ba; §3:4322aa

10) Lu Wen-chin fizcis . 93T 5:4295aa

11) Li Chin-elt'#an ZE4 4 »840 79:4793%¢b; 97:43251h

12) Ma Ch’vau-ch'ieh B2 910 79:4299¢b; 97:4325ah

13) Li Chleng-y: TR 940 79:4268:zb; 97:4328ab

14) Yang Ch eng~hsin AR 947- 9482, 1C0:4328da.

18) Liu Sui hing PIBRE 9497-950 103:4332aa

16) Wang ng wen EE%-‘@ lgoﬁ 982 103:4332ab:124:4257ah:113:4345b0
17) LiHang-i 2tk 952-95¢ 112:4343ch;113:4345ab:114:4346db,

Generally, the “‘pen-chi’’ aré much mare complete than the biographies
which mention oniy the most import_:{'nt appeintments; the same fact could
also be stated in the: Wep-shu. But.the fact, thal. gsometimes the biographies
contain dates, not to be found-in the Hpen- chl" seems lo prove  that the:
Sources nf _the blographles '1re not always the same as the sources of the,
‘!pen-chi'’, The.s is verified further; by the fact, that in many cases the same.,
ran is ealled, “Mllltary Goverpor*' in the *'pen- eht“ and “Army Goveruor'7,
in the biographies.

. The CAWTS% mentions 228 districts; 13 have to be drawn of, as these,
districts- existed eiiher only during the T'ang period, i.e. before the Wu.tai
periodyor were situated ontside of the territory of the Fige Dynast;es We:
do nat know, whether the remaining 215 districts really comprise all existing .
districts, as the CAWT.5h gives o statistics; the only repost I fouud? states,
that the “Later ‘Tang" \]ynasty had the command over 13 great and 50
smal]er dtsulcts in 923, when they started tieir rule over North- China,® We,
knuw the names of 2238 officials acting as commanders of districts; 222 haveI
to be drawn of, as they acted durmg the T'ang dynasty or in districts wlnch.L
never belanged to the territory of the Five Dynasttes. Tuus 2033 officials
scted in 215 districts during the B4 years of. the Wu- tai period.!® This figure.
is of ab only relative valae, because a) sometimes a man remained in the
same district for two successive periods, but fs menlioned only once in the,
=tatistic; b) sowmetites a man is called “Military Governor'’ ia the one part
of the text, and Xy my Governor? in the othey whs!st ouvmusly occupy;ng.
énly one post, As the cases{a) and (b) are almost iu a balauce our, fallow-
ing statistics stlil have a certam valne:

7. See below,
8. 29:4237da.
9. The Wei-shu mentiona 131 districts during tle T'o-pa peciad.
‘10. Against 1101 Military Governors in 131 disificts in the 165 years of T'o-pa rule in
North-China,
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Liang dynasty: 17 yeary 251 oflicials average: 15
Later T'ang 4.: 13 years 789 officials average: 6l
Later Chin d.; 11 years 807 officials average: 45
Later Han 4. % yeasrs 185 officials averape: 47
Later Choun d.: @ years 277 otficials average: 3l
'T'ang dyuasty,

foreign territory; - 222 wlficials —_

It is ahvious that the bkistorical material for the Later Liang dynasty ia
highly defective whereas the material for the Later Trang dynasty is compa.
ratively rich. Even an oaly cnrsory reading of the C4 MW 1S4 gives the same
impression. «The reasons for this will be explained ju a study vn the ¢om-
position and the compositors of the CAW T Sh.

2.

As the geographical situation of almost all districts is, If uot exactly, at
least approximately knuwn, we are able (o draw maps of the territories of
each of the Five ‘Diynasties!i, always showiog the greatest extent ol the
territory (see maps 1-4). A glimpse at these maps shows that several di-
siricts are mentioned whicl were undoubitedly outside the frontiors of the
empires. This habit of appointing governers in distriets outside the {ton.
tiers (especially io Keangtung and Kuaughsi provinces) was particulariy
en vogue during the first years of the Later T'aung dyuasty, but was always
known. It is characteristic that these <‘outposts’’ were always ruled by
an “*Administrator’’ and not by a *Military Governer’’, that normally in the
whole course of the dyuasty only a single nomination was made, and that
the **Admivistiator” got his wages bul never weut to his district ro rnle
there, Furthermore, these “outposts™ were not situated direetly bayond
the irontiers, but always far oif, The explanation for this habit ig, that tie
Later Lilaog and the Later T'anyg dyuasty in their tirst years hoped to conquer
the whole of Clina; the nomninations thus unveiled their political aspirations.
[ndeed, the Later Chou dynasty, Llhe oniy of the Five Dynastics, really trying
to conguer the South, often started a war one ¥year after having appointed
an Admivistrator or Goveraor in a district beyoud tle frontiers, In other
cases, the nomination to 'sveh an l;utpost was made oaly in order to givea
certain salary to a person in favonr,

’ Notﬁlélly all admiuistrators and goveruors clanged every year. Ouly
during the Later Liang and the Later Clhun dynasties more freguently
officials remain at the same place for more than & year. This for two
reasons: {a)the said olficial either was already at the beginning of the

1. The map of the Later Han dynasty is unimportant, as this dynasty reigned only four
Years. ’
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dyiidsty balfdndependeut or be¢ame so powetini-that the central poverntient

"did .not*'darel te Kecall himl., Thigsis.the casé.especially in the froutiess
districts, end {(dutiag-.the ‘LateriLian'g-,dyuasty}-' in distpicts-adjecent to the
growing einpire ot Later-Taug.. (b )lid order to retain peace and order.somie~
times it was advisablenot-te'shange d-pood governot after one year. In this
chafe his nomication was Tenewed after a yehars activity:

Thearetically, ' we ishould exspect 17, resp, 13;11.4,9 olficials; for the
period of each of the FiveDynasiies, In some casesthe real uumbper should
even be higler, as sometimes oflicials died before the expiration of their.
tesm. Sivdying the:detailed tisty I made for every. district, I.counld establish
the‘fact, tlat'we have ot a siogle.complete list of olficers in the Later Liang .
perlod, The lists ol the next three 'dyndsiiés are much better, but even there
we have complete 1ists of only a small number of districts, During the
Later T’ang*? and the Later Chibk dynasties!? all these districts.are situated
in the: great plain.of Bastern ‘Chiua, but for the ‘period of the Later Hau
dynhasty we have alsé compléete lists of soihe distriets.in‘Eastérn and - even
North-Easters Sheasi and South-WesternShansi. ' 'This seems to establish
the fact: that lists of all, near and distaat: districts “were collected .in. the
historiographical bureau, but that'sofue lists, and uot always'lists of distant
districtd;-were incomplete even before-the compilation of our text. . A parallel
inguiry ou the districts of the T’opa period led to the same results.

Our text as'well as other annals normally do.not mention the names of
officials under the administrator or. the governor. In some special cases the
vice-governors jand .vice-administrators are mentioned, the.. district-judge,
the districistreasurer; the district-secretary. and the.dhiefs-of the miljtary
department of the district are mentioned only excéptionally. 4

2

During the Later Liang period, the chief of a district was normally an’
administrator’, only important districts had a military governor. According:
to fhe greater extent of the Later T'ang empire and to the fact that the Jists’
of officials ate more complete, the number of districts with administrators
is increased’®, But after this period the number of districts with adminis-
tratois decreased rapidly!? in favour of districts with military goveruors.,
The governor 15 higher than the administrator.

12, JWith the exception of Li-chou in Sibch'uan, scene of many Daltles in these years.

13 . ‘With the exception of Shen-chou in Western Honan, battlefield in these years.

14 Before 926 the staff was bigger; (73:4292aa).

15 ‘The Annals mentiofi 58 sach districts, 4 of which oatside the frontiera,

16. The Annals mention 106 such districts, 7 outside the frontiers.

17. Inthe Later Chin period 68 (7 of which- outside the frontiers), in the Kater Han
pericd enly 22, in the Later Chou period 24 (2 outside the froatiers}.
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. The rank of a "Defence Commander’’ is below the rank of a military
commanders, and the'rank of a “Commanider of the Training Corps** is still
lowerl?s The geographical distribution of these posts shows no patticu-
larities, HAs military Lroubles prevailed during the whole period of the Five
Dyuasties, there was no reason {or abolishing these, originally “‘exception=
al’’ officers, oo the contrary, the number of the *Defence Commanders’’
inereased. In our périod the “Commander of the Training. Corps™ is still a
real-officer, whereas later, in the Sung period (93Q-1278), tlhis post became
aholorary titlé,

““The faddamental f€ature of this system of adwinistration is its military
character. The administrator or the goveraor control the civil administration
tho, whereas id the: T'o-pa period for instance, there was a dual system of
civil aid.af military governors: . Lla the period of the Five Dynasties the
sfavernor always. had considerable troops.at his disposal. | As every one of
thie founders of the ast 4 dyuasties was in a provincial towu before and when
he declared himselfremperor, we have tosuppose that they kept their troopy
ot at least a greater part of hem when moving from one district to another.
This,:of conrse can have ;been ounly the praciice of more powertul persons.
We: kiow, that even the “members. of. the staff of the govertor normally
remained in the same district for several.years, and ouly exceptioually were
allowed to follow the ieaving governor to his next post,

1l The'pd}iticalluureﬂ during the last period of the T'anyr dynasty led to a
pew fastitution, surviving .during the Wu-tai aud Sang pariods. - Special
armies, ditfefeut from'the district armies, were kept iv cettain strategically
itbportaut Places,: ‘These armies were under the command of'a *'Military
Governor't (Chiel-tu-shih};, extactly as the districts, The adminlstrative
center of these armies was not always but often in or near a district city,
This T'ang-time inatitution was retained and even extended in our period;
the nputnber of these armies increased, the names of the ald cnes remained
often. unchanged, but the seat of the administration changed often, It is got
a]waya easy to identify the geographical situation of sifch an army?®'. In the
Wau-tai period the telations between these armies and the next district city

18, As tanbe geet from thelr wiges: the Defence Commander berame a *honse-hold money*
of 200 strings a year (the Commander of the Training Corps: 150), 1V ¢ tan F5 {70 tan)
grain, 5 tan (5 tan) salt, 10 {3) horses and money for the maintenance of 3 (20) servants
{(in 951; see 111:4342ba). The system of ranks and wages in cur period was with very
insignificant déviations the same ss the T ang-system.

19. We were unsbie!to identify only 9 army-districts. - There existed stiil a third
administrative unit, the "“fuglf” for districts jnhabitated by foreigners. Our text mentions
{a) T'u-hup-fu WEFHEF near Hsien-chom in North-Shansi (99:432Zich;db, 1100:4329aa; 111;

4341db}, a place where T'u-hun peeple lived. After the She-t'o had killed the chicfs of
their § tribes, thev created a "“fu”’ with a tribesman aa “Military Governor" {946-951).
(b) Shan-yu-fu {1 PEf {53/926%a)-in the Northern part of the Ordos,
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became ghite close, Iu some cases the military goverudr of the distriet is
atrthe sawé¢ time also'’ Army Governor'’, or - more olten = the district
administration i3 abalished and the district isdirected by the Army Governor,
resp, the army administration is abolishied and the army is under the com-
mand of the :#Military Governor'’. Bs there were severnl degreds for
districts and armies (great, medium, small), auch a change often meaut also
& change io the rank of the district or army, aud this again signified a chhaage
in the wages of the governor. The geograplical distribution of these grmy
districts sbowd o particular featuresj army districts are to be found as well
neal the fronliers as near the capital.

In cases of direct. military actions, the comwmand of the district and the
army-district armies was in the hapd of a **Liu-hou {Tutor of the Rear)".
This commandef is always the civil governor of the district also, i.e. there
are newer, ‘Tnfors.and Gavernors at the same time geling in the same area.
Mormally, these Tutors changed every year,

4

Now we have to ask: how did this system work? According to my
material, the institution of Adwinistrators and Govecnors cangot have, been
profitable for the districts and thelr population. (&) As can be seen from
their bjograplies, certain “Govetaars'’ were cdaildren of Jesa than ten yeard
age, when tliey were appointed. [t is open to question whether they went.
to their district at all, because we know that {at least during the Later T'ang,
period } all Military Governors, Administratorg, Defense Commanders and
Commanders of Training Corps had their own lodge in the capital Lo-yang®.
(b) not seldom, even grown uwp governors did not go to their dfstrict, but
remained near the empttor to exercise wore infiwvence. This can be proved
by cases in whiclh the emperor visited a goveraor, which was supposed to
be in his district, in bis home In Lo-yang. {c} the governor had te come to
the capital in orde? to get Iiis new appolotment. ‘Travelliog from one distriet
to the capital and than to the next district of course took some time, and we
canpnot suppose -that the solaurn in the capital.was only for a few days.
Certainly . the governor always tried to stav for a whiie in the capital, iu'l
order to win new friends, to gain new inflnence, fotalk with his iriends, to see
his family and to atrrange his financial and other affairs. Thus we should
sybtract from the one year-appointment at ieast 2-3 months for travel and
sojourn in the capital, To give an exawmple of the travels of a norwal member
of the bureaucracy:

Lr Howg.r 22pk3%; Former Defence Commander of Yieh-chou i

(North-Hunan) 948 appointed as Military Governor of Sui-chou M

(101:43%0ca) . (Esst-Silich’nan). Appuinted 949 as Military Governor ot

20,1 32:4241d»
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Slido-eliou FM-(Sontb-Hopeiy (102:433lch)., At the end.of 5], the
’éi:‘ti{:ier'g‘l‘ gives him the secret order.ts kill. Warg Yin R (103:4332bb;
110¥+ 4340db#* 124213362 ) (thus ‘he was in the capital.ar that tima ).~ Li
doed ‘not! kifll ' Waug Yin, goss-to . Waog and informs liim (103.4338ca}:

Pot tlijs setcive KuoWei ¥}, tie founder of thehater’ Chouw dyuastyy

praises him-in 951 (134:4332db). | Li, haviag also intermed Kuo Wei

(110:4340aa) on:thg situation i the capital, is appointéd 951 as Militaty

Governor of Sung 48 in rewaid ¢ 110:4341aa) (SouthsEast-Houan). 852 ha

is Military Governor of An-chioudg | (South-Honan) (112,4343chy; he is

confirmed there in 982 (112:4344ab); agaizr confirmed in 954 {113.4345ah),

‘but i the course of this year he became. Military Governor of Cl'ing-

clion ] (Shantuog) -(114/4346dby, He is contirmed there towards

the end 'of 954 (114:4346cb). In 953 he became Ariny Governor of the

Yung-bsing Army AHSRE (near the capital} (118:43521a},. ‘where he is

confirmed towards the end of 953 (120:4353¢b.)

Probably, Li, never went to Yieh-chou, but sure]y he teally was in all the
other places mentioned in the Annals, And even these incomplete noteg?!
prove,  that he eannot have been very active in governing the districts of
Sui-chot and Shan chou, Thus, an analysis of several hundred similar cases
1¢ads to the conclusion that (a) administrators ar governars normally did not
exercise real power in their districts, with the exception of sticli men who
alreddy hdd gaived so much power that they could take with them their army
ot at least.their important fricods and clieatele. {b) The effective power
therefore' must hive been In the hands of th'e men under the governor.

But thet, why these men-were jnterested to accept such posts? Firstly,
because they got wiges, Wi know nothing about the wages of officials
duting ‘the Later Liany dynasty. But 335277 aund 9267* discussions weut on
to cut the wages, and the *“Money for ceremouies’’ (Li-cli'ien F15% ) was cut
at'about 87%. In this same year, the proposal was made, to cut' the wages’
at 'about 804, but to pay the nominal wage without any reduction. The
amm'n;t of reductions (customs?) seems to have been excessively high. - But

n spite. of this intention of the government — says the text? — soon new
peductions were made, Iu 041 the wages were increaszd#*, but even 95] (he'
wages of Defence Commanders or. Commandeérs of the Training Corps were
dot high enough to.arouse interest (see note 18). As all the five empires
were'always on the verge of financial breakdow., simony was aliowed. At

21. We do not know what he did between 954-959.

22, -32:42410b.
23, 35:4247db.

24 T3.4292aa,

25 For instance an "Upper General LEY" of the palace-guards now hecame 50 stringe a
montl iastead of 30; eccording to the administrative systéan he was it the rank B 2,
whereas an administrators was only B3 or even Adb. See note 27.
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the time, whed a Defence Commander got a wage of 200 strings (= 200000
pleces of money), a man could be {teed from forced<labour by paying 1000
strings, and if he could pay l0ooo strings, he bedamé SHang-tso k{4 ina
district?®; but a Shang-tso (*“Upper Helper™ ) is a degree still below the lowest
official degree (No. 30:BSb}, and a Defenca Commander ratks between B3
(No. 6) and Adb (No. 8)137 Thus, the wages were npot indeéd high.?®
Besides, they had to send gifts to the emperor at the day of the Ch'ing-ming
%0 featlval in the spring, the festival of the Tth day of the Tth month, the
testival of the 9th day of the 9th mooth, the festival of the 10th mionthi?;
the festival of the 5th day of the 5th month, the winter solstice and the
blsthday of the emperor?®. Purthermore, they had to send srms to the
capital; a part of these was *“official tribute'?, the reat was *'private gift’*, 2
This means; that their obligalions were quite heavy. - But, in spite of all
that, we hear that many citizens, belvoging to the lower class (and thus not
allowed to become officials) had been adopted as sous of oftleials by paying
them considerable suwms of money, or had found other ways to win the
privilege to become officials. An Ioquiry, made Ip 924 resulted in the
dismisslon of about 70-80% of all lower officlals|® Why, then; were they
so much interested in these posts?

25, §3:4305an -

27. According to the system of the ¥ any dynasty,

28. Por instance 926 the official price of 1chin Jf (less than 1 pound) refined copper was
400 {1 chin raw copper 200} (146:4384da); thus a Defence Commander eould buy 500 chin
topper with his “houachold money”. The value of the other items of the wage-list is
not very high: 100 tan grain is the yearly consumption of 11 persons (1 tan=42kg?).
According to M. WiLnvr (Sigvery, p. 401) a person eats 366kg a year; the size of the
“tan' wag 29,3kg in Han-time, but seems to have been aboit 42kg in T ang-time, i we
calenlate according to the material given by ST. BaLazs (Beitraege zut Wirtschafizge.
ackichte dar T'ang-Zeit 1115 MSOS 36, p. 209). 5 tan sait corresponds to the yearly
consumption of § families.

29. 939 a law was promulgated against Lhese gifts (78:4209za).

30. 941 a law prohibited these gifty (79:4300ab).

31. 952 alaw prohibited these gifts; they werc of too bad a quelity {112:4543¢a). - Some-
times, the financial situation of the government was so bad that the court had to accept
money gifts. Thus 926 o mutiny occutred, because the saldiers hiad got no wages. At
the same time fioeds and famine preveiled in great parts of North-China, The court had
spent too much money for festivals, hunting-parties, journeys and was abliged to make
use of private gifts to pay the wages of the soldiers. In this very year, the indlependant
state of Shu %) (in Sihch’uan} else sent e ‘“tribute” of 400o0o (34:42453a). All these
devices did not halp. Financial considerations were one of the mwost important reasons
for the attack against Shu in 925: the result of the victory was (according to 33:4243bb):
3000 prisoners, 7 Million weapons, 353coo0 (tan) grain, 192000 strings woney, 220000
ounces of silver or gold, 20000 pearle or pieces of ivory, $00000 pieces of clotl,

32, 32:4241bb,
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10 037 it is stated that during the Later Liang and the later T'ang
periods, the governors did not know anything about the administration of
their dlstyicts, asthey had gotthese posts only by their personal relatians? ®.
Thus, the inferiof officers always sold official posts, imprisoued insocent
people or freed jmptisoned robbers for high btibes, givitg half of the bribes
1o the governor®*. This scems tohave been a major soutce of income for
the governors. '

' Secondly., the official tank is Jhereditary, and oificials without sons can
be replaced by iheﬂ‘ nephews, The "state examination’’ for these sons of
aificials is% a pure formality: they ‘have to know by heart-10 ghapters of

43, And, it ahould be asdded, they were absolutely in the hands or the inferior local
officiala, becanse they stayed only a year, instead of 6 yeatsin T'v-pa period, thus
. beeing. unablr +~ acguire the necepsary knowledge oo the sitnation of a district.

M. 98:4325bb.

§3. Andhas always been! - The r:m.arks of B. Bxgls (Ching urd Burepa, Leipzig 1947, p.
20): " die Durchsetzuug einer baeuerlichen und buergerlichen Demokratie, in der die
Staatsaemter nicht mehr nach Geburt, sondern nach dem schon seit dem 2, vorchristlichen
Jahrhundert Aurch Examma nachzuweisenden g taoenlichen Faehigkeiten erfolgte, hat
die Kiassenunterschiede in China suf ein Minimum reduziert” are absolutely wrong,
This prove my inguiries on the examinations duriag the T'o-pa period {te be publi-
ghed). Here some examples from onr CAW T.8A: 1) Ts'ai 1-sun became *‘chin.shih #e
{gradunate} “‘because of his fomily’ (69:4237da}; he belonged to & very - ancient and
famous gentty family {see my The Leading Political Group, p. 25, note 3). <2) it ia
stated in 955, that examinations should he real examinations, Grzduation withaat
examination, graduation "“hototis canse® of persons who had failed severel times, and

"graduation for family reasons should be forbidden (115:4347ca). - 3} Ia 938 military and
¢ivil authorities are sllowed to propose to the court candidates for official posts, but
thess candidates had to be members of the "gentry" (77:4297bb).” Thus BRKES i3 not
correct in stating that #Nicht Geburt und Erbe, sondern die persocntiche Ieistung
bestimmt ueber Steliung und Verwendung in Staat und Gesellschaft” (p. 20), and like-
wise his statement “"Abgeschlopsene Klassen gibt es seit Ausgang des Altertums.... nicht
wmehr® (p. 20). The "“gentry' felt and acted as a clgss. Some examples: 1) In the Later
T'ang pericd we see four great families, the Li from, Eu-tsang {;#§ZE with their brauch
in Ch'ing-ho, the Te™ni from Ch'ing-ho §5F . the Lu i} family and the Cheng i
family,- Their rolal positior! was -neither the consequence of personsl merit nor of
special education. Even if they were clothed in rags end walked on the street (instead
of riding), they felt superior even to ministers. Their children never intermarried with
common fumilies {93:4318¢ca). Mot members of the Lau family were kilied by a popular
rebellion in 906, because they belonged .to a faverite family (67:4255aa and 68:4286ba).
2) the members of the gentry fled tothe {aristocratic) Sha-t’o Turks, when Chu Ch'uan-
chung 3245 head of & peasant-revolt, marched agninat the capitil (ChWTSh 60, ver.
loc.). - 3) In 931 & law forhade that provincial officials were essisted by the local gentey
(rich people) when sitting in court (42:4255db), because, obviously, in this case their
decisions were alwaya in favour of the gentry and againgt the commouers. -4) just ns wag
the case in the T o-pa period, no member of the lower classes is proved ta have passed
examiaations.- §) aee further note 32.- '
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the clatsical holy booksd ouly,

Thirdly, the Military Governors of great districts had the right to
yecomuiend three governors of small districts and one man each year to the
empieror for service at court??; if they did not prefer thelr own relatives, they
could gain much money by accepting bribes.

Fourthly not least, they got the command of the provincial troops, a
possible source of personal power and influeace. We have no exact idea on
the size of the provincial armies, but in seme cases at least, the troops of 2
single district seem to have been 26000 men*?; besides, the administrators
were allowed to have special armies of at feast 520 men ** {from ca. 930 on).
Later ““Local Defence Units'® were created, comprising 500 [resp, 200)
goldiers in big (resp, small} districtst? (law of 950). Aud sowme oificials even

36, Law of 528 (39:4252sb). The syster of the T ang period was similar. - Tt may be stated
that (a) the Later Liang dynasty, in spite of its revolutionary character, took over all
officials of the T*ang dynasty, willing to collahorate, with special regard to specialista in
finance. "This was necessary, because the followers of the new dynasty, poor peasanta
or bandita, were not able to fill all posts, The second dyuasty, the Later T'ang, dis-
missed or degraded in 923 most of the Liang officials, but as soon as the influence of
the pro-Chinese party at the Later T'ang court, represented hy the Sha-t'o prince who
later became emperor Ming-tsung grew, former Liang officials were rehabilitated. (926
and later), When Shu, the former indepentent state in Western China, was occnpied
(925) ail higher officials were dismissed and the others degraded {33:42¢3da}.” As the
family-relations between the membets of the Shu-gentry and the Chinese conrt-gentry
were not very cloge, the pro-Chinese party did not care very wuch their faie.

37. Law of 924 (31:4240bb). In 934 there were 9593 higher officials at court {46:4260ca):
lower civil services st conrt were Gone by 100 inner-servants, 30 inner-officials, 100
members of the music and theater band, 20 falcopers and 50 cooks (in 92§; see 35:
42478a).

88. An attack fn 909 against Hsja-chou N (Western Ordos; the center of the small Hsi
hain gtate, founded by members of the former imperial family of the T70-pa) wad made
with 50000 soldiers from the districts of Pin-cliou s and Feng-chou A in Shensi
(13Z:4367bb; & second attack was made Jater with the samie pumber of soidiers, see: 132:
43¢Ych). Further material: In 926 a general commanded 26000 men (36:4247aa), In
858 a mntining general commanded 10000 men (134:4370be}; when the independent state
in raodern Chekiong province was fonnded {in 897), it liad 30000 scldiers at its command
{333:4348db). The greatest anny, mentioned in our text, was an army of Later Liang
of 50000 men in 912 (55:4271ah). After the suppression of the insurrection of Li Shou-
chen ZEEppY (949), mouks collected more than 200000 skulls in the environment of the
rity (103:4331db}. At the ewd of 954 the army was recrganised by Chao Kruang-yin
FIEW., the future founder of tiie Sung dyuasty (960-1278) (114i4347ab), all incapable
soldiers were dismissed and thus & new, smaller but more efficient army was built up.

39, 62:4280ab.

4. 103:43321b. - We posses an interesting dereription of the encampment of Shil Ching-
t'ang Fii W the prospective founder of the Later Chindynasty. He besieged T ai-yuan
it1 9356, Hiz encampment was more than 100 Li (1 1i is about 300m).long and 50 Li deep.
In order to make desertations impossible, he had many strong dogs and many ropes

with small bells put around the camp, His own troops as well as his Kitan auxiliaries
lived in raand jents (70:14289ba-bb).
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had their private armies®)- Several reéports staté*?, that every 7 f4niilied
had to (it out one soldier. The population of the empite at the end of our
period (960) wes 23(9812 {amilies*d. This figure may be open to question,
but we should take iulo consideration that it is official and that the number
ot soluiels was calculated according to this figure, If we calculate in the
game way, we would [ind that the asrmies of the whole emspire at that time
were 320830 men, a figute which is not impossible.**

A further source of income of governutg and other high otfieials alould
be mentioned, althought only dery tew men really got this income; enfeoff-
meut. Enfeofiment could be either nominal {theorelical revenue of a certain
pumber of families) or real {real revenue of certain familien) or both. This
is the list*® ol eufeoffments duriay the Wu-tai period;

Mame year nominal real source
1) "Niu Ts'uu-chieh 2 018 ? 1000 8:4200cbh;22:4227ab
2) Cheng Chiieh #§ ¥ 918 t 800 9:42Hab
3) Hsiao Ch'ing 5 &§ 918 ? 400 9:421lab
4} Chao Koang-ieng §¥; % 918 ? 500 9:4211ba
By Chu Yu-neng Z:A 8k 920 P3000 10:4212da
6) Li Sihcynan = 5 i 924 100 31:4240ba
Y) Sbhih Ching-t’ang FF ; 927 1200 800 75:4293ca
8) 11 " u.' 820 800 75.4293ca
D) Cheng Chiieh fif 7 028 800 39:4251ba
10) Feung Tao % ' 5@ 930 1500 100 41;4254as
11y Chao Feng # I, 930 100 41:4254ag
12) LiCh'izk 3¢ 930 1000 41:4204az

41, 88:4311ba, a private army of some 100 men,

42. 107:4335ba (in 922) and 82:4304ca (in 944} )

43, 146:4384ch. At that time the empire was bigger then in the heginning of the‘ period of
the Five Dynasties. On the other hand, poputation had doubtlessly dimfmshed Ftoo
:'many wars, famines, floods). For instante, we heasr, that the Yvhole district of Chieh-
chon P& (in Sitch*uan) had & population of only 1000 indigenious and uewly-se,ttled
families (in 930; see 41:4254e), and that the formerly crowded districts Teng, T ang,
Sui and Ying {in southern Honan) bad se many uncultivated land thaj: they promised
special rights to new colonists (in 942; see 80:43010h), At the best P‘““fd of the.'i'."a.ng
dynasty (between 627-742) the population is said to have beea 19 mi_lhon tamilies or
53000000 people; during the Han period (206B.C. - 220A.1.) population was 12000000
(according to 58;427sbb), but the Han-and T'ang empire was much bigger, thin the
empire of the Five Dynasties,

44, But when the Later T'ang mobilised their army for the decisive lattle against the army
of the founder of the Later Chin dynasty, they got not more then 2000 horses and 5000
men {48:4284ba).

45, 4 cases, belonging to the years 888 {25:4231a), 895 (26:4232bh), 900 and 904°(26:4253a)
and 904 {16:4219ba) are omitted becsuse they oocurred before our period.
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13) Yang Yeun-shao §LIE#H 932 2020 43:4256¢h
14} Li Ts'ung-jung Zsfgss 933 16000 1000 44:4257db
15y Li Te'uog-hou ZEfEEL 833 10620 1000 44:42587db
16) Li Ts’ung-jung F4EnL 933 10005 ¢ 3000t 44:4253aa-
17} Chu Yu-chien 3% 923 18000 63:4281ba
18) Chaug Ch'iian-i B2-3% 926 13000 £3:4280da.
19) Imperial prince 937 300 168:4295ba
20) Fan Yenskuang EEKR 937 2300044 76:42¢5 1w
21) Tan Yen-kuany 3EHEsE 938 10300 1002 77:428Tca
22) lwperial prince 833 2300048 77:4298aa
23) An Shen-hui #FEME  after 851 5000 400 123:4388ch
243 Feug Tao #§ 3§ at his death 11000 1900 126:4359ab
25) Li Ts'ung.yen ZE4fRE 936 15000 1800 132:43064db

Althought this is not the complete iist, because our text appearently does
not mention all cases of enfeoffment, it is obvious that enfeoffmunts,
especially in the later years of our peripd-were not very numerous, and were
given mostly to members of the {mperial families or special favoritea of the

thT,

emperor. Real enfeoffment. was never very giea
LIST OF DISTRICTS
Bbbrevyistions:

Iz, — Later. Liang dyunasty,

HT — Later T'ang **

HCh  ~ Later Chin "

HH — ILater Han

Chowr — Later.Chou

z -  Administrator (ts'ik-shih)

CT8: -~ Military Governor (Chieh;tu-shib},

VE. = Defence Commander (Fang-yu-shih})

VArmy— Commander of the Training Corps (‘T'uen-lien-phik}

Yin = Military Governor of the Capital (Yin)

Lsk — “Tutor of the Capitalin Case of War {Liu-shou)

HL HT™ HCh HH

1) Ao % z cTs CTS CTS
2) Av-yang ?ﬁ — —_ CT5 {abort time)} ——
3) Ch'ang 1% —_ — -— e
4) Ch'’ang-shan % ] — TS (horitime) — —_
§) .Chuo jif] - z A —_

45. Ip sddition to former enfeoffments.

Chou ™
CTS-

L1gl

47. The pnfeofiments of the Later Liang period perbaps were pastly notinal - No¢, 1¢ and

24, 7 aud 8, 2 3nd 9, 20 and 21,14 aud 16 belong to the same peraous each.
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HL  HT HCh RE  Chou

6} Ch‘ao m — (z) _ . .

1) Ch’en Z 7 it wan Z

& Civen o5 I miwr o om

5) Chen g (CTS) cp cTrs CTS
10) Chleng g — z — — N
11) Cheng z VK VK VK VK
12) Ch'i & — — 7z _ o
13) Cil _ z z Z _
14) Chi & —_— — 7 —_ P
15) Cni ﬂ — VK VK VK .
18) Ch'i 3% Z? VK VK VK VK uatll st
17) Chi gl —~ — — . VK
18) Chiang #& A bA v/ z -
19) Cuiaug I — —_ — —_ VK
20) Chieh g — z — _ —_
21y Chien gt -— (CTS) — . .
22) Ch'len i (¥4 {CTS) — - —
23) Ch'ien g — _ Z — —
24) .Chien-nan B#§ —_ CTS —— _— —
25) Chin & —_ VK VK vK VK
26) Chin iy . - z Z Z -
27) Cu'in gk . — (%) (%) ~ -~
28) Ch'in 3¢ (CTS) CTS CTs CTS CTs
29) Chin 3§ Z&CTS8 CTs CTs. CTs CTS
30) Chaing £ —_ Z — o —
3i) Cr’ing # CTS CTs T3 CT3 CTS
32) Ch'ivg 2 — Z Z ? Z
33) Ching # {CTS) Crs CTs crs CTS
34) Ching 3 — — — — (‘JI"S
38) Chiog-nan $jil§ — (CT8) —_ —_ —
38) Ching-yilan @R — CTs? — - -
37) Cho & Z- Z - - -
38) Ch'uidg - - — ~ v
39) Ch'un & — (2} — — -
40) Chun ¥ —_ )z Z — -
4l) Chung 3 - .2 — - —
42) Chung.shan sp|ly — CTS - - VHI'C'?
43} En B - (2) - _—zj A
44) Fang & Z Z Z i _
45) Fang &4 — z? g) - _

46) Fel % — -



