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Kwangsi Historically

istorically, Kwangsi was in ancient times the habitat of the southern
barbarians.  Its oldest inhabitants were the barbarian tribes, such as the
Miaos, the Yaos, and the Tungs, who migrated from Central China.
During the Chin dynasty, about 200 B. C. the place was made the Prefecture *
of Kweilin, hence the name of “Kwei” for Kwangsi, over which sat a

Prefect. It was only then that the Chinese, the “Han” people, began to

come down to rule the barbarians. In an earlier dynasty, Kwangsi was
ruled by Chao To. Soon after, it was rechristened Chiao Chow to
include Changwu, Yulin, Chinchow, and Nanning. In the later Han

dynasty, 42 B. C., two Cochin - Chinese women, Chinchieh and Chinyi by
name, rebelled, and General Ma Fupo was commissioned with an army
to suppress the rebellion. On his way to Cochin - China where he
captured the two rebel women, he passed through Changwu and Nanning
where some of his soldiers settled, married and left the impress of their
blood upon the local inhabitants.

During the Sung dynasty, this province began to be called Kwangsi.
In 1033, Lung Chikao, Chief of the southern barbarians rebelled, invaded
many districts, and established in Nanning the so - called “Nan Tien Kuo”
over troubled Kwangsi. In 1035, General Ti Ching led a punitive
expedition into- Kwangsi, and by unusual strategy captured the Kunlun
Pass and occupied Nanning. The rebel chieftain died in defeat and
Kwangsi was restored to Chinese rule. Some officers and men were
left behind to be chiefs of the various districts and clans with the right to
hand down their offices to their descendants. Thus, the “Han” people

became numerous.
Kwangsi was made a province of the Empire during the Yuan and

N S SRR
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Ming dynasties. Visiting officials and merchants increased in number.
The descendants of the “Han” or Chinnese people were well endowed
with intelligence and courage and with a high sense of duty.  The
barbarians were forced to submit to Chinese rule or retreat to the mountain

fastnesses.
The Ching dynasty in its later years was cursed with the double curse

of political oppression within and diplomatic defeat abroad. In 1850,
banditry became rampant because of famine and political corruption. It
was during this year that the Taipings rose in armed revolt in the Chintien
village of Kweiping Hsien, with the slogan, “Down with the Manchu rule”.
Next year, the “Tai Ping Tien Kuo”, or the “Heavenly Kingdom of
Universal Peace”, was established at Yung An Chow, now Mungshan
Hsien, whence they proceeded to Hunan and Hupeh, and finally con -
querred Nanking, where they established their capital. Military operations
for or against them spread over seventeen provinces, for a period of fifteen
years. Though finally suppressed, the Taipings had heralded a revolution
in the name of nationalism. Besides the soldiers in rank and file who were
Kwangsi people, the chief leaders of the Revoluiton were also from
Kwangsi, such as, Yang Siuching, Prince of the East; Hsiao Chaokwei,
Prince of the West; Wei Changhui, Prince of the North; Shih Takai,
Prince of Yi; Chin Jikang, Prince of Yen; Hu Yihuang, Prince of Yu; Li
Siucheng, Prince of Fidelity; Li Sihsien, Prince Shin; Chen Ping Wen, Prince
Ting; Huang Wenching, Prince Tu; Yang Fuchin, Prince Fu; Lin Shaochang,
Prince Chang; Lu Shunteh. Prince Lai. Their achievements have shone
through the ages.

In 1885, France was at war with China and had invaded Lungchow,
Pinhsiang, etc. Those who fought the French invaders were Kwangsi men.
Their Kwangsi commanders, such as Liu Yungfu, Su Yuanchung, Shun
Yuying, etc. were intrepid and victorious generals. Though the Manchu
Court made the unbelievably ridiculous blunder of suing for peace after
victory, the Kwangsi people had made their reputation as defenders of the
nation.

In the fall of 1926, the 7th Army Corp of Kwangsi launched the .
Northern Expedition and fought in the provinces of Hunan, Hupeh,
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- Kwangsi, Kiangsu, Anhwei, Chekiang, Hopeh, Honan, Shantung, etc.  They
swept away the Northern militarists and made the expedition a success.
In 1927, they aided in the purge of communists in Shanghai, and fought
the communist leaders Yehting and Holung.  In 1929, they drove away
the communists from Kwangsi and in 1932, sent troops against them in
Kwangsi. In 1934, they attacked Hsiao Ke, the communist, on his way
to the west, killed over 22,000 communist bandits, and captured over 1,000
rifles.  In the winter of the same year, they attacked Chu Teh and Mao
Tse Tung, killed nearly 9,000 communist bandits, captured 7,000 prisoners
and 5,000 rifles. The success of all these campaigns has been due to the
fact that the Kwangsi people are courageous and warlike. The reputation

as “lronsides", their revolutionary ardour, and their spirit of sacrifice make

the most glorious pages in the annuals of the Chinese Revolution.
Kwangsi geographically.

The area of Kwangsi is 220,000 sq. miles, with Kwangtung to its
southeast, Hunan to its northeast, Kweichow to its north, Yunnan to its
west, and French Indo - china to its southwest, thus constituting China’ s
southwestern defense line. It i1s called the “Mountaincus Country” and the
communication is difficult.  To its northeast, there are the five peaks of
Tupong, Yuehchang, Mingchu, etc. all from 1,000 to 1,500 meters above
sea level. To the South, there is the Tayao Peak 1,500 meters above sea
level; to the Southwest there is the Kowlau Range 1,000 meters above sea
level; to the Northwest, the Tuyang Range 1,500 meters above sea level.
Thus the whole province is surrounded by high mountains.  Since 1923 -
5, the Provincial authorities, with the aid of the people, have built a
network of over 9,000 li of motor roads, with Nanning as the center of
the system. The Nanning - Liuchow - Kweilin - Chuanhsien line runs North-
ward to the border of Hunan; the Nanning - Pinyang - Kweihsien - Yulin -
WNuchow line runs Eastward to the border of Kwangtung. The Nanning -
Chinchow line runs Southward to Chinchow, Kwangtung, and thence to the
sea. |he Nanning - Lungchow line reaches the border of French Indo -
China, and is an important highway in national defence.
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The Nanning - Taching - Tanshi line connects this province with Kweiyang,
Kweichow.

The main waterway is the West River which has 4,000 miles of
navigable waters, only half of which is good for steam navigation because
the .river bed is high. The provincial authorities are pushing their
program of water conservency.

The climate of Kwangsi is semi - tropical and suitable for forestry and
animal husbandry, but of the entire land area of 328,385,250 mou, only
8.64% or 28,366,787 mou are arable. Thus, there is very much uncultivated
land and population is congested in the Northeastern, Eastern, and Southern
parts.  Since 1932, attention has been directed to the need of evenly
spreading the population and of water irrigation. An lrrigation and
Reclamation Experimental Station has been established in Shatong for the
purpose of irrigation and reclaiming wastelands and of moving 2,500 people
from the Southeastern part of the province to settle in Liucheng. Another
Reclamation Station has been established in Liuwan, and the surplus
population of Yulin, Bopa, Luchuan, etc. has been moved to the
mountainous districts to do the work of reclamation. In 1934, the 18
mountainous districts of Kweiping were reclaimed, and Li Yung Pao, chief
of the Yaos, was made Director with a commission to induce the Yaos to

help in reclaiming the districts, which has been done.
Kwangsi politically.

A. The four curses of Kwangsi, as of China, are disorder, poverty,
ignorance, and defenselessness. The aim of the present administration,
therefore, is to root out these four evils. To establish order, the
governmental organization has been improved, military and administrative
powers have been concentrated, and the people have been taught an
orderly mode of living and of thought.  To abolish poverty, the present
administrative officials are embarking upon a policy of animal disease
control, animal and agricultural improvement, and intense industrialization.
To combat ignorance, the Government popularizes education and promotes
cultural activities.  In order that they may not be defenceless, the people

have been organized into People’s Militia for military training.
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All these efforts must be made through the fundamental unit of social
organization. The fundamental unit of Chinese society is the family, and
the force through which the people’ s power may be exercised is the clan
or village. The village - clan is, therfore, the basic unit by means of
which the Government carries out its policies. Kwangsi being an indigent
country and also poly - racial, it cannot lead the other provinces in
reconstruction without hard work on the fundamentals of reconstruction.
Hence, the outlines of Hsien Organization and Regulations regarding
census - taking of the aborigines have been promulgated.  Special attention

is paid to the latter in order to civilize the aborigines in a short time.

In general, a Hsien is divided into districts (or towns) which are
subdivided into villages (or streets). Villages are subdivided into Chia
consisting of ten households. In particular and with special reference to
the aborigines, five households make a chia, five chia make a village, and
five villages make a district over which presides the District Head assisted
by an assistant sent by the Hsien Magistrate. At present, the census has
been nearly completed; banditry has been suppressed, order has evolved

out of chaos, and Kwangsi society is progressing toward stability.

B. Ever since the Chin dynasty, the aboriginal population has been
placed under the rule of the Chinese, but the rule has been largely
tenuous and evils have been left unremedied, with the result that uprisings
of the aborigines occurred in almost every regime. Though the Tangs and
Sungs had a policy for the aborigines, it was only a feeble policy of
merely retaining them under Chinese sovereignty.  During the Yuan, Ming
and Tsing dynasties, the institution of aboriginal chiefs was established, but
the chiefs became oppressors through wanton abuse of their authority, and
uprisings were frequent. During the Republican regime which was
established on the principle of equality of the races in China, this institution

was abo]ished.

Since 1925, the party, the civil government and the military authori-
ties of this province, in obedience to the teachings of Dr. Sun Yat Sen,
have made serious endeavors to reconstruct the political, economic,. cultural

and military life of Kwangsi, according to the outlines of reconstruction.
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Political corruption and other evils have been swept away. The main
lines of endeavor are (l) to centralize local administrative powers in the
Provincial Government, (2) to organize the people militarily by means of
the People’s Militia with the view to acquire the ability for self -defense,
self - government, and self - sufficiency (3) to set up an honest adminis-
tration for the restraint of exploiters and for the protection of the people’s
life, liberty, and property, (4) to establish and enforce a budget after the
abolition of burdensome taxes, (5) to enhance administrative efficiency,
(6) to maintain an examination system and protect civil servants.

Acting on the outlines of reconstruction, the Government is committed
to the rigorous pursuance of the three fold policy of self - defense, self -
government, and self - sufficiency. The first is based on the Principle of
Nationalism, the second on the Princple of Democracy, and the third, on
the Principle of People’s Livelihood.  In other words, the Three People’s
Principles are the ideal of the threefold policy, and the threefold policy is
the Three People’s Principles in action. The means by which the policy
is carried out is the People’s Militia or “Ming Twuang.”

There is another threefold policy of training students for officers,
citizens for soldiers and volunteers for conscripts. The second threefold
policy is supplementary to the first, being the ultimate aim of the outlines
of reconstruction and the difference that marks the Kwangsi Government
from other provincial administrations. Of late, most of the various govern-
mental bureaux have been housed together in order to increase administra-
tive efficiency; modern systems of accounting and auditing have been
established in order to assure orderly finances. The system of the village
(district or town) chief being also the head of the village (district or town)
school and also the commandant of the village (district or town) People’s
Militia (which system is repeated throughout eight administrative and military
sections into which the province is divided) is a powerful weapon with

which reconstruction in this province is carried out.
Kwangsi economically,

The life of the Kwangsi people has always been hard. Qur new
industries cannot compete with foreign enterprises and our handicrafts are



only leading a tortured existence in the interior.  Commercially, both the
productive power and the purchasing power of Chinese agricultural villages
are at a low ebb, and business is very poor. Agriculturally, more than
80% of the population of Kwangsi are dependent on agriculture for a
living, but the country, with its indigent soil, its semi - tropical climate, and
its large rainfall, is suitable for the cultivation of rice, wheat, barley, cotton,
flax, tungoil tree, tea, camphor, cinnamon, oranges, pomelo, pear, etc.
However, in the past, agricultural technique was antiquated, and production
decreased, instead of increased, so agriculture and forest stations have
been established to help the farmer to improve the quality and quantity of
his agricuitural products by intrducing modern methods. As Kwangsi is suitable
for animal husbandry, a Bureau of Animal Industry has been established to
control animal diseases and aid the livestock owners to improve the number
and quality of their animals by the use of modern methods of feeding,

breeding, care, and management of their domestec animals.

As to mineral resources, though they are rich, the native method of
exploiting them produces but little, and the difficulty of comrunication, with
the inevitable high freight, makes its impossible to market them at a profit.
The consequence is that both public and private treasuries have suffered.
Due to the depression, the overseas Chinese who come from Kwangsi

have failed to retrieve the unfavorable balance of trade.

The annual revenues of the province have fallen from $ 50,000,000
in 1933 to $29,000,000 in 1934, because the Government has abolished
the likin and other levies. As part of the program of economic
reconstruction, the Government has established the Provincial Bank, the
People” s Credit House, and the Agricultural Bank in order to ease the
money market.  Exploitation of mineral resources has been encouraged in
order to make up for the insufficiency. Briefly, the main lines of
economic endeavor are (1) to establish a controlled economy and develop
state capitalism. (2) Under controlled economy, to protect national capital
and encourage private enterprises. (3) to enforce a system of progressive
income tax, business tax, and inheritance tax. (4) to enforce social

legislation in order to protect industrial and agricultral labor and prevent

.
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