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An Introduction to the Repair and Rebuild Engineering of Nanchizi Historical Culture Protection Area
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The repair and rebuild engineering of Nanchizi historical culture protection area is
an experiment project engineering, an area of 6.39 hectare, among 25 culture protection
areas in Beijing city. It is from south of Donghuamen street in north to north of
Denglongku lane in south, and is from east of Nanchizi street in west to south of Cigiku
and west of Beixiang in east. The project is more attractive in the world due to its'
situation within the royal city and closing to the Imperial Palace. The competent
departments in the government and persons in all walks of the life .including those
from historic building experts, cultural relic experts, artists, folklorists, even foreigners,
and .certainly | including civilians who have lived in Beijing city over a long period of
time, have put forward many viewpoints and suggestions about the engineering from
their different angle of view, aiming at preserving the ancient capital more scientific,
more rational and more effective .and allowing people to live and work in peace..

Most of house in Nanchizi area are those houses owned by civilian (as royal
storchouse in the Qing Dynasty )built since the carly of Republic of China .Within the
experiment project area . Beijing courtyard houses basically in good condition have
only occupied 8.04% , generally damaged houses have occupied 69.41 %o,while severe
damaged ones 22.55%. There are 1076 households in total with near 3038 local residents
in this area. The average floorage owned by per family is 26.54 m* .only 7.5 m* for
every one ,which is less than 1/2 as compared with that owned by every resident who
lives in urban district. Some houses among the generally damaged houses and the Beijing
courtyard basically in good condition have been built with new constructional material
after liberation .

The department of housing management has maintained houses daily, but those
courtyards have become worse as have been eroded by weather .In addition, wire is
aged . water supply is not unobstructed , sewer system is blocked ,there are no kitchen
and toilet . all have made resident a lot of difficulties, even worry, and have brought
difficulties for flood prevention in summer and fire prevention in winter in particular
Population in the area is dense. the condition in which houses are built privately and
at random is serious in most yards, some yards are as rubbish heap at all, housing
environment is very bad, work for courtyard' repair and rebuild has become urgent .

Ancient capital Beijing is raising sharply to become an international large city. it
.indeed , is a dual difficulty problem for protecting its style and features on the one
hand. and making citizens feel superiority of modern life on the other hand . Worldwide's
attention will be attracted to this world difficult problem how to being settled up.

After listening to a report about scheme on repair and rebuild of Nanchizi, Jia Qinglin,
then secretary of Beijing municipal Party committee and now chairman of C.P.P.C.C
pointed out on May 31,2001 :"the Nanchizi project is the first experiment project among
the historical culture protection areas in the whole city . a bold trial must be made. The
municipal Party committee and the municipal government will support it.....it is
necessary to protect historical culture well | to protect lane and courtyard well .then
there exists culture only. It is necessary to project Pudu temple's cultural features and
to protect the views of the single-storey house.....the entire view of Nanchizi must be
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preserved well."

When "asking for instructions on several rules (trial implementation)about dangerous
house repair and rebuild in historical culture protection area " was studied .which was
conducted on the 116 " session of mayor office meeting held by Liugi ,former mayor of
Beijing municipality and now secretary of Beijing municipal Party committee on Sep
42001, it is decided : to perform experiment project on Nanchizi area at first. then
popularize on the basis of the gained successful experiences.

Before then. former vice mayor of Beijing municipality and now minister of
construction ministry Wang Guangtao went to the Nanchizi area to survey with persons
in charge in the departments concerned and he also held "expert verification meeting
on dangerous house repair and rebuild scheme with regard to the ancient capital style
and features protection area of Nanchizi and Beichizi within the Dongcheng District.”
three times. National famous experts from cultural relic, city planning ., historic building
and scholars fully expressed their opinion related to protecting Beijing historic style
and features.

On the third expert verification meeting held by Wang Guangtao in May 2001, a
principle of repair and rebuild concerned about "whole protection, rational preservation,
moderate renewal, thread of culture thought continuity , environment repairing. function
regulation, municipal administration improvement, and communication improvement."
was formed. and a scheme on protection and renewal planning for Nanchizi was worked
out. According to the demand of protection principle and repair and rebuild work the
Dongcheng District government defined a train of thought on "completely protecting
historic style and features , moderately dispersing population in this protection area,
perfecting infrastructure for municipal administration, and improving the common
people housing condition", and . in turn, revised and perfected planning and
implementation detailed rules.

The work for emptying and withdrawing residents from the Pudu temple began in
Oct 2001.for the purpose.186 households and one school were withdrawn .The
engineering project for making urgent repairing on the Pudu temple was completed in
Sep 2002.

On May 16,2002 the experiment project engineering for Nanchizi historical culture
protection area repair and rebuild initiated formally. On Aug 31,2003, residents began
returning .Among 1076 households in this area, there are 300 returned households,
776 households for directional settlement or removing to other place or taking settlement
allowance, over 70% of the local residents in the protection area were dispersed out
from the area.

During the repair and rebuild engineering ., cultural relics and valuable yards within
the experiment project range are completely retained .10 thousand m* area of the Pudu
temple is kept as a whole: 31 yards are retained , preserved area reaches at 10400 m” ;
9 original lanes in this experiment project area are fully retained .texture and whole
style and features for the lane are protected fairly, the whole retained area in the whole
protection area has occupied 48% of the complete planned area .Structures in the area
have adopted building technique and material borrowed from Beijing traditional
courtyard building .its style has been modeled on that of the Ming or Qing Dynasty,
and all of building have adopted blue brick and gray tile ;building height is under 6 m:
building color has used Beijing traditional blue and gray .Meanwhile, existing trees
have been protected . Rebuilt all existing dangerous or old houses and dismantled near
10 thousand m* buildings which have influenced historic style and features and have
broken rules and regulations completely .

The housing area for per family. whether returned family or family removing to the
other place , has increased by 3~4 times. The housing area for returned family averages
69 m* _realizing one household having one kitchen and one toilet.9 new pipelines, in
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6 kinds. for municipal administration have been laid, an underground garage parking
161 automobiles has been constructed after repairing and rebuilding. With completed
municipal infrastructure construction, gas has been introduced into common people
home .resolving the question of burning coal ,which will play an active role in
environmental protection

Before and after completing the engineering of house repair and rebuild in the
historical culture protection area of Nanchizi ;,many experts and scholars came o
Nanchizi for survey. Zhou Ganzhi academician , chairman of committee of Expert
Committee for Historically Cultural Famous City Protection in China said. the
experiment project engineering is successful from the actual condition on site .the planing
principle defined early and the style and features are reflected better, some places are
done rather better compared to the that defined in the former planing. Zheng Xiaoxie.
vice chairman of committee of that expert committee said: " ......the style and features
for the repaired and rebuilt Nanchizi is very good.... " Academician of Chinese Academy
of Science and professor from Tsinghua University Wu liangyong considered : " this
time, Nanchizi is successful .one very important experience is that the entire planning
as whole has been persisted . This practice in Nanchizi must be persisted in rebuilding
other place as well later.... " Zhou Deci . consultant and chief engineer of the Institute
of China's City Planning , Design and Research stated :In Beijing historically cultural
preservation, royal city must be preserved with great effect as possible. The goal of
Nanchizi rebuilding is achieved basically. For example, preservation for building height.
texture ,color .lane system. ancient tree and famous flower, ete is basically realized. An
impression is left ,i.e., Beljing ancient capital is also updated and continuous .

On Aug.8,2003,premier Wen Jiabao. vice- premier Huangju.Zeng Peiyan, state
councillor Hua Jianming .accompanied by city leaders Liugi,Wang Qishan and Liu
Jingmin .watched the experiment project engineering for repairing and rebuilding
Nanchizi and preservation of Pudu cultural relic.

Premier Wen expressed his satisfaction at the fact that the common people have
been settled appropriately during repairing and rebuilding. resident housing level has
increased greatly, historical style and features of Nanchizi has positively protected and
organically updated .He confirmed the following practices such as that expert are widely
invited to participate in planning verification in the experiment project engineering,
work system for unified planing and unified leadership and work mode for government
organizing, resident participation and market operation have been performed.
preservation of historical style and features and improvement of living level of people
are achieved simultancously. Buildings in Nanchizi historical culture protection area
have been done very good , said he.

It should be said, with hard effort ,the expected goal of repair and rebuild for Nanchizi
historical culture protection area has been achieved in a satisfactory way. besides that,
working personnel in high and low level have made joint efforts and all units have
coordinated in a concerted effort way, it is closely related to get great support from
local residents as well. We wish that the experiment project engineering of Nanchizi
can try to find a proper path to Beijing old city rebuilding . To let people live and work
in peace and let millenium ancient capital being splendid as before, that is our ultimate
goal.

The Center of Dongcheng District Real Estate Business & Management
Dec. 15,2003
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This experiment project engineering area has 6.39 hectare with 32763.77 m? for floorage and 2358 rooms. There are
1076 resident households and units in it, among them,198 is private householder.42 is standard leaseholder.

The houses in this arca are fallen into 3 types according to their present state :among them, general damaged house owns
65% of total area .21296.45 m°, severe damaged or dangerous house 26% of total arca,8518.58 m*:house basically in good
condition 9% of total arca,2948.74 m’.Befor rebuilding .the lane is less than 5m in width. some places less than 3m , only
I'm for the most narrow place, and many places are blind (dead lane).Itis a key area for fire prevention in winter and flood
prevention in summer for long time. The condition of infrastructure for municipal administration in the area is Very poor.
Local residents keep warming by coal basically, some also cook by coal .which not only pollutes atmosphere environment
but also corrodes legacy of historical culture (the Imperial Palace).

Over 97% of residents living here are those who are relied on salary and are retired personnel without much income.
There are 26 ensured low living level families and 102 families with material difficulties, both occupy 14.38% of whole
families which have their house pulled down (ensured low living level families is defined a family receiving subsidy from
government, family with material difficulties is defined a family with income under 1000 yuan per month.) Housing is
crowded, many houses are built by resident themselves . and most people live in their self-built house .There are only 5

public toilets in this area. lining up for entering into public toilet is usual. No kitchen or no toilet exists in each home.
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Utility roles on the roadside can
date back to 1970s,some even to
1950s.Cobwebs of electrical wires
point to all directions in disorder,

making up a scene of chaos.
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When you step mto the nearby alleys of Nanchizi. various hovels
put up on both sides of the alleys will easily catch your eyes.Due to
a lack of supervision over the land occupation. every family takes a

liberty in setting up hovels and sheds one after another.
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Shacks have already taken up all the room in the
courtyard. Tension on the housing space leads to expansion
to the alleys. Some residents occupied the place on the

roadside so as to expand their living space.

The original Pudusi Qianxiang

10
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[t is very common to see shacks set up by residents narrowing the
alleys, which not only blocks the traffic but also impair the view.
Although the story below mentioned by a local resident is not a
common case, he still has the sympathy of the removing
functionaries.”The three people in my home accommodate in a single

small room. 1 have developed hepatocirrhosis to the late period, so

shall we three still cram in a single bed? ™
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If you want to go home, you have to pass these narrow aisles.
Since the residents have no room to sleep, they resort to setting up

hovels on the aisle side. Although the aisles are too narrow to hold a

bed, a stove for cooking is allowed.
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Ihe “Ruyi Gate originally belonged to a well-off family, which can be detected from the
broken stone gate frusta, but the red brick buttresses on both sides of the gate have already

changed its history. The “Suigiang Gate™ in the above picture looks like a construction in

the 1950s to 1960s,which is not going to last for years.
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Here this family would have never built a “hanging out™ hut like this but for the water

meter well on the ground. However, if they had built the hut from the ground, would it be

possible to pass without sidling?
“It's annoying that the front r ow houses have back windows. Otherwise we would have

built a higher kitchen so that we could stand upright when cooking.”



