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Geographical Location of Mount Huashan

JExt
9 BELJING
Huashan _ ¥
" GBHANGHAI
B
HANGZHOU
Il NEL
e GYANGZAOU
/
J /
\ \
/ /




= - B

bk

EAST PEAK
Ed
JADE M

fily 5
INMMORTAL ¢

JERING TERRACE




R Yl
# WEST PEAK
S TERRACE

Route Map of Mt. Huashan

Wik 5 5
HUASHAN RAILWAY STATION

BB
LONGHAI RAILWAY;







“The: five: peaks of
enveloped by a sea o

-
G

o




B Y

The West Peak surmounted

by its weather station.
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Huashan capped with snow in winter.
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ZRFSHES FRERK
HFUA TS T HELAIHT .
Smoky clouds surround the
Botai Terrace where an
emperor once played chess
with an immortal.
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Distant view of Huashan,
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Sunrise as seen from Huashan,




Preface

The cliff-like slopes of Huashan, one of the five
most famous mountains of China, were formed more
than 80 million years ago by internal pressures of the
earth that upthrust the Qinling Range. The mountain
is situated in Shaanxi Province, and is part of the
north loop of the range. To the north of Huashan
flows the Weihe River. There, too, stretches the
Weihe River Plain. To its south are the jagged and
rolling slopes of the other mountains of the Qinling
Range.

The East Peak, West Peak and South Peak of
Huashan seem to form the legs of a tripod that point
upward toward the sky. Poets in ancient times spoke
of these three peaks as touching the sky, and climbers
said they experienced being near the sun as they
looked down at the circling clouds below. Neither the
Middle Peak nor the North Peak are as high as the
other three, but they each have their own unique
contours.

The name ‘‘Huashan” can be translated as “Flower
Mountain.” The reasons for this are two. One is
found in an ancient book called the Commentary on
Waterways Classic. This book says of the mountain:
“If we view Huashan from a great distance, we can
see that it is shaped like a flower.” The other is
found in the ancient Records of Huashan. This says
that lotus blossoms used to bloom on its summit.

Huashan rises to a height of 2,200 metres above
sea level. The county seat of Huayin is only five
kilometres from its base, and the ancient city of Xi’an
is 120 kilometres distant. The transcontinental
railway from Lianyungang on the sea coast to Lan-
zhou in Gansu Province traverses the foot of the
mountain. So it is quite convenient for travell s to

reach Huashan.

It is a mountain of enchanting beauty. In late
autumn, flowers of many types and in a wide variety
of colours bloom on its peaks. In winter, snow turns
the five peaks into a silvery world. The mountain air
is again filled with the scent of flowers in spring, and
the heights become a carpet of green in summer.
Because clouds often envelop these peaks, climbers
sometimes disappear from view as they move up
the slopes only to reappear at greater heights.

Another reason for Huashan’s fame, besides its
spectacular beauty, is the difficulty involved in
climbing its steep slopes. Since ancient times, there
has been only one way to reach the summit. This
steep and zigzagging path covers 20 kilometres. At
some places this path becomes a stone ladder on
which climbers must hold tightly to a supporting
chain; at others, they must stoop to avoid overhead
rock ledges. There is always danger of falling down
the steep incline, so the climber becomes apprehen-
sive at every step. But the higher one climbs, the
more wonderful the view and the higher one’s spirits
rise. o

Although it is very difficult and tiring to reach the
top, it was much more so for the ancient construc-
tion workers who cut this path into the mountain-
side. They paid a tremendous price in terms of lives
and health to place the chains and build the steps,
stone ladders, temples, caves and carvings that greet
travellers along the way. The construction workers
had to hang from the rocks by ropes in order to
chisel away at the stones, and sometimes they had to
swing through the air like monkeys to reach working
ledges. They carried all kinds of building materials up




the mountain, holding on to chains, ropes and even
vines as they crawled forward. Without their magnifi-
cent contributions, we would not be able to climb
Huashan today.

Huashan also has many historical sites of great
significance. As early as the Jin Dynasty (265-420),
this mountain was occupied by Taoist priests, and
after the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127), Taoism
became particularly vigorous here. Thus several dozen
Taoist temples were built on Huashan’s slopes. A
legend says that Zhao Kuangyin played chess at a
specific place on the mountain with a Taoist named
Chen Tuan. Zhao Kuangyin, who later became the
first emperor of the Northern Song Dynasty, lost the
game and the mountain became the exclusive pro-
perty of the Taoists from then on. Even feudal
emperors of later dynasties never asked Huashan
residents to submit grain taxes. And in the hearts of
the people, this mountain became a sacred peak.
Many of the Huashan visitors have written poems
and articles about their journey. Some have left
calligraphic inscriptions in the mountain rocks, thus
enriching Huashan’s beauty.

There are numerous legends about Huashan.
Retold again and again, a few have become part of
the permanent repertoire of professional story-tellers.
Others have been cast as operas. A popular opera
called  Cutting the Mountain and Rescuing the
Mother is based on such a legend. This tale is about a
scholar, Liu Yanchang, and a goddess he met one day
on the road. The two fell in love, married, and had a
son whom they named Chenxiang. But by marrying a
mortal, the goddess violated the laws of heaven. She
was punished by her elder brother, who crushed her

under the weight of Huashan. The son grew up
determined to rescue his mother. Eventually he was
able to split the mountain in two with a magic axe.
He thus rescued his mother, and a place on the West
Peak of the mountain today bears the mark of that
axe blade. An axe can still be seen nearby. On its
7%-foot handle are carved characters telling about
the axe.

In 1949, toward the end of the revolutionary civil

war, Huashan’s peaks were controlled by a remnant .

of Kuomintang troops. But eight People’s Liberation
Army soldiers used bamboo poles and ropes to ascend
Huashan from its rear side, at a place called the
Huangshen Hollow. This nearly-impossible feat
allowed them to capture the enemy’s headquarters
and disproved the ancient saying that “there is oniy
one way to reach the summit of Huashan.” The
heroic exploit of these eight soldiers was used as the
basis for the movie, Taking Huashan by Strategy.

- The overwhelming success of this movie further

enhanced the popularity of the mountain itself.

For some years before Liberation, Huashan was
under the protection of General Yang Hucheng. He
rebuilt a few of its structures damaged by age. Yet,
shortly after the founding of the People’s Republic of
China, some of these structures again suffered damage
from natural cause and human carelessness. The
local government has since protected the famous
historical sites, and has provided funds to rebuild the
path up the mountain and some of the temples. They
have widened it at several highly dangerous places and
have secured new chains in the rock cliffs. More
tourists can thus complete the arduous journey to the
summit in relative safety.
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The Haoling Hall of the Xiyue Temple is approached
by a stairway on which is carved two dragons playing
with a pearl. Its glazed-tile, single-ridged roof is sup-
ported by 18 columns, and the large hall is surround-
ed by verandas.
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