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How to Tell the Porcelain
of

Chai Yao

That Chinese porcelain ha~ had no equals in the world
is universally recognized. This fact iz well borne out by
the name *China™ given to pottery or porcelain wares hy
Westerners.  We have found in the hooks that the word
“ Ty () was given to fine pottery; and that both
“Tao™ (F) and »Tz” () are earthern wares, which
werc first inade at the dme of Yen Ti (2838 g.c.). From
Yu Yii to Han Dynasty Chinese pottery was given the
name of Tao and not until late in the Tang Dynasty did
it take up a glaze and assume the name of poreelain.  More
than ten specimens of pottery wares from Hsing Yao,
Yitel: Yao and Pi 8¢ Yao ( Yao being the Chinese word for
kiln) can still be found at present day. Recently, during
the course of road building in Shensi and Honan provinces,
pottery wares from these kilns have been occasionally dog
up. But they are so rare and unknown that even authorities
on pottery and porcelain can hardly specify them and merely
classify them as Specimens of poreelain of Tang and Sung
Dynastics.  Pottery or porcelain of Tang Dynasty had
for the substance of its body saud or clay.  The Chi Tzt or
Kang substance did not appear in pottery bodies until the
period of the Five Danasties.  This illustrates the transition
of the the substance of which the hody of Chinese pottery
wares of early periods was made.
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Authorities on Chinese pottery or porcelain, in later
ages, when coming across specimens of ancient pottery
wares, have always hesitated to comment on them owing
to their great antiguity and the lack of authentic references.
Therclore, they would not profess 1o know anything
bevond the productions of the five well-known kilns of
Chai, Ju. Kuan, Ké, and Ting, Althongh productions from
Ju, Knau, K¢ and Ting kilns are very Yarely seen, yvet
there arc still some of their specimens being kept by some
people.  As regards prodoctions from Chai Yao, they are
just as rare and as preciouns s morning stars and phenix.,
*A picee of brick from Chai Yuao." says a Chinese proverb
“ix worth a thousand dollars.”  This well illustrates its
rarity and preciousness,

According to rezearches, Chal Yuo productions were
burned during the reign of Hsien Té of Posterior Chou
Dynasty (954-959 a.n.). Chai Yao was located in Chéng
Chou, Honan, deriving its name from the then reigning
king, Shih Tsung whose surname was Chai. It was then
only referred to as Yit Yao or Imperial Kiln, and not until
in the Sung Dynasty was it given the name of Chai Yao
for sake of differentiation.  Porcelain from Chal Yao is as
blue as the sky, as clewr as 2 juirvor, as thin as paper, and
as resonanl ax a musical stone of Jade, Tt has cJay or ~and
for the substance of the Lody. A elimpse of vellow clay
appears at the Teet or pedestals.  Froix smooth, delicate,
well-made, remarkably colored, and is considered the bost
of all kiln productions and unimitable in later agoes,

[ buve been collecting antiyues for nearly forty vears.
The Chai Yoo productions T have been keeping ure so
remarkably Lright that nothing can be compared with
them. They are indeed rare and predious in the world.
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Note: Since the productions of Chai Yan have scarcely besn seon for more
than one thousand years. how can I pseertain what aro in my possession are such
procuctione! I can (o to and comment on them becavre they are fine, smooth,
baving rem arkable coloring, and were mostly :kilfully and delicately made, I
have ulsy the wares of Yieh Yao, which were produced before Chai Yae, but the
former are not as fine ond smooth us the later.  As lo thowte warcs made after
Chai Yao, such as the prodnctions of Sung and Ming Dynastics. and those made
during the reign of Kang Yung apd Chien Frperois, Fet they are not as fine and
as Freooth as Chai Yoo, although the coloring of their plage thows fine work, If
not the productions of Chui Yuo, what elze can find no eguals in fireness both
before and after Chai Yao provuctions.

Now, for the purpose of exhibitng them to my
co-lovers of arts, T have taken them out of privacy, and. here
I enlunierate a number of extraets. from Chinese Authorities
dealing with productions from Chal Yao. These. I helieve,
will serve usz as illustrations and as erounds for further study.

T. Y. Cnex.
(A Chinese Scholar of Chen Village.)

1. “Specimens from Chai Yao are found in the
North, having a sky-blue hue, sinooth, fine, with yvellow sand
and pedestals, very ravely seen in later aves.”—Trom I Men
Kuang Tu (FPEHE).

2. “Ancients have commented that produetions of
Chal Yao is as hlue as sky. as clear a= wirror, as thin as
papery and as resonant as & musical stone of jade."—Irom
Kn Ying Tai’s Po Wu Yao Lun (4 HEERIGHTE).

3. Productions from Chai Yuo are most precious
and rarely seen. T have heard that they were made as
blue as skyv, as clear as mirror. as thin as paper, and ax
resonant as a mnusical stone of Jade."—From Wen Cheng
Héng's Chang Wu Chib (L EEEMHR).

4, “Chai Ynao preductions are of fine make and
remarkable coloring, and the best ammong productions from
all kiln<"—From Huang T Chéng's $hih Wu Kan Chu

(H—EFHie).
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5. ‘As has been said, Chal Yao, was built in Pien
(modern Honan) to supply the imperial household with
porcelain articles. Emperor Shih Tsung once ordered some
articles to be manufactured just like the blue sky peeping
through the clouds after rain. Indeed cominentationson
porcelain, nowadays, have always referred to Chai, Ju,
Kuan, K&, and Ting. But specinens from Chai Yao are
almost unprocurable.  Any fragments from a broken Chai
vessel uay be used as adornments for hats or chains and
considered very valuable. According to tradition, the
spurkles of a picce of Chai ware darted one's eyes, and its
reflection could push back an on-coming arrow. The former
statement is probably true, while the latter is altogether on
unfounded exaggeration."—I'rom Tang Ying’s A Study of
Porcelains (pdkgeisd).

6, “No perfect ware of Chai Yao can be found.
But recent discoveries have found « few perfect ones. Ma
Bu An showed me a vessel, oblong in form, seven inches
in diameter, dark-blue in wavering colors. Mere ‘blue
sky after rain,” cannot sufficently portrait its pictures-
queness. Mr. Ma said ‘I could style it a purple heaven’.”—
From Chi Sung Tang’s Shih Shiao Lu (&% 8.

7. “Commentators on porcelain must always make
reference to productions from Chai, Ju, Kvan, K¢, and Ting.
Chai productions can hardly be found now. Formerly I saw
2 little fragment from a shattered Chai vessel and the said
fragment was used as an adornment on a chain. Its
brightness in color is same as had been referred to, but a
little thicker.”—From Chang Ying Wen's Ching Pi Tsang
(BRNESC TSR

8. ““Wares from Chai Yao were produced at Chéng
Chou, Honap, in Northern China. According to tradition
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thev were made during Chow Xhih Tsung’s time and
therehy derived the name of Chai Yuao wares, ‘They have
a xkv-Dlue coloring, and ave smooth and fine."—From
Minge Tu Lung Kao Pane Yio Shih BB R BERBYE ).

Y. Posterior Chon Dvnasty had its seat of govern-
ment at Pien. Pien, in Tung Dynasty, belonged' to the
Tnspectorate of Honan,  Aecording o Official Geography
of Tang Dynasty. Honan [nspectorate paid tributes of
porceluin waves.  From thix it iz evident that this place
wa~ suitable for potters wiork=.  The Chén Ho official
Kilns of Sung Dyvnasty also sprang up at Pien. Yo was
also somewhere within Honan Inspectorate during the
Tane Dynasty. Chai Yao was located in its capital.”

o Kao Dan Jen wrote o Sung Chiin song on
a certain porcelain bottle, and in = conmentary he said
any shattered picce from o Chal ware bad heen usually
made to ornaments or st up us curiolis, becanse it wax
hard to procure and therefore precions.”

(1. Mr. Wang Yu Yang wrote in his Heang Tsu
Recollection: A certuin nobility had a bowl of genuine
blue, sparkling in four directions. How fortunate had
he been 17

12, Quly Chal poreelain has the color of sky-bine
Fmitations made from Ju Yao (kin) hear very lirtle
semblance, and Sung Clang Pui has mistaken them for
Pi 8¢ Yao's productions.  In quoting “clear <ky after
rain,” he has mistaken the word “elear” for the word *blue.
Further, commeutaries in the *Cha Ching” (Tea Book)
are found to have rawarked that Yiieh Chiow productions
are the best. By this he evidemly veferred to Lung
Chitan Yro wares.  These tatetients are all found i
Liu Ting poetry Discussions.”

'y
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13. “Pottery wares of blue or green enloring have
always been esteemed since olden times. Ching (Dynasty)
poreelain noted for its Pino color: Tang, for emerald;
Posterior Chou, for sky-blue: Wa and Yiieh, for Pi =ht.
Sung porcelain has vavious eolorings.  Poreclain made n
Ju Kiln, in the Snng Dynasty, has a lieht blne color,
Kuan Yao and Ké& Yao productions with whitish-blue eolor
arc considered best. Prodactions of Tung Yao and Lung
Chitan all have a blue color.  Until Ming Dyvnasty. Pi
B¢ was extinet.”—From  Diuwries of Loving Sun Hall,
(FZHE).

T4 **Ancient porcelains of Dlae eolor are prefoerred
for drinking (tea or wine) purposes.  As Tor serving
purposes on i dinner table, porcelains of white tones aud
blue Howers are considered more {asteful as a matter of
artistic conceptions,  Txou Yang, in hix Fu wrote * Take out
the blue porcelain cups while the wine matures,”  Lu Yu's
Ching  (u Dook) contains a passage reading: Yiieh
(Chekiung provinee)} porcelain i blue, while the ten green.”
Clh Chi (also a0 Took) also savs. ~Holil it (tea) witl a
emerald part.” Chi Nan Chin's poens s *When we hear
the rustling pines and the murniuring streams, we haste
o order for a blue porcelsin cup.’ Tung Po'’s poen
remarks that the blue of the oval cup seems ax it floating
up an oderilerons vapor.  Jwlging from these passages it
is evident thut drinking vessels of olden times are mostly
of blue color.  However, the color referred to here is uot
all an exact cqual (o the hlne of the Chai wares.

15, “With regard to the blue colors of porcelain
veasels, there are many vavintions, The blue of Chai
Yao auel Ju Yao productions is a light blue ; of Kuan Yao,
Nei Yao, Ké Yao, Tung, Yao and Hsiang Yao productions,
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a light greenish blue: of Lung Chiian and Chang Yao
productions, an emerald ; and of Yiieh Yuo and Yao Y a0,
a Pien (bluish white) color.  But ancient commentations
on poreclain have generalized these various colors into one
color. the *blne,

165, *The virious kilnx at Ching Té Chen give
different deseriptions te the so-called cevamie blue.  Nome
sav thar it ix blue on white, grownl, vs is also {he lichtly
delineated bine,” tir which the blue approaches nltramarine
but differs in its own degree of tint.  Then there is the
imitated ancient pottery. which bears similar blne to the
age-honored ware.  Again there is the “clear-up =ky blue!’
azare, coming very near o deep ultramarine,  Still, the
ware produced by the factoriex at Ching Té Chen after
the Ju Yao shows a bluish color tinged with some
utramurine, unlike cosmetic blue which is in closer vicinity
to green.  According to *.\ study of poreelain,’ the color
of Ju Yuo resembles that of Ké Yao hut of a decper
shade.  This is, however. a mistake in recognizing blae
as associatad with grecn.  The anther seems to disregard
the identity between the pale Dlae of Ju Yao and the good
moonlight ultransrine of the present.  As n matter of fact,
the Ching T¢ Chen factory ware i~ the divect facsimile
after the genunine Ju Yao taken out from the hinperial
pelace. It is more commonly koown as the “clear sky after
rain,"—From Ching T¢ Chen Ceramics (BAMERISE).

17. According to a study of Chinese porcelamn,
it ix said that the pedestals or feet of ancient poreelain
vessels are purposely made heavy so that they can stand
well and firm.  Therefore, the feet of Clal  wares
are generally made of yellow sand. and Knan, K& and
Lung Chiian wares have iron pedestal.  But this

ing
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erroncons.  For, during the Posterior (hou Dynasty, the
biscuits of poreclain wares, owing to the lack of any other
better mmterinl, are generally made up of vellow sand,
henee the pedestals are also of vellow sand. The iron feet
referred to in the above book are Iy no means real ron.
Thev are made of black elay and therefore look like
1o,

1%, <A cortain person had a fragment of a Chai
vessel and asked for it a price of u several hundred dollars,
He said that the fragment i indaid on a helmer niight
protect one from bullets in battle. However, he was not,
after all. certuin of the teuth of what he bad just said. |
told hin to hang it and shoot ar it. T the bullets could
not picee or hreak ity it oughr to be worth more than the
price he asked for 1 hmt if they did break it. what he said
was not trae, he <hould not then demands any pavient.
He refused, saving that T was not an expert to Judge on
antiques, and weng away with it hastily.  Afterwards T
heard lie hwl sold it (o a vich family for v hundred
dollars.  In myv opinion, Chai porcelain is only noted for
its =kilful, blue coloring aud it is ouly absurd to attribute
to it sach wonderful charms."—Irom As I Have Heard
ChmEL FeB8 ).

19. “*The so-ealled “ax blue as the <ky, as clear a3
mirror, as thin as paper’—the three qualities of Chal
productions—is undoubtedly referred to the qualiey of the
glaze undd not the body.  Porcelain wares made before
Yuan Dypaxty, in some eazex, have thin bodies.  However,
their thinness cau not be compared with that of the Ming

[l

wares.  This means merely the gluze surface.  That Ching
Pi Tsang had attribured thiz kind of thinness to the body

of u fragment of Chai ware is rather incorrect,
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20. “As reported. n certain family of Hankow
possessed & Chai Yao ware. Thix wnight be the blue bowl
of Bing Yu Tsu Jen. This bowl had been brought by a
native of Hupeh, who, T suspees might be the man naned
Wan Han.  Originaliy thix bow] belouged to Yin Shien
Prince. It is the hest production of Sung Dvuasty. DBat
it i~ sl disputable whether it ix a Chai ware. Prince Yin
Shien styled himself, Bing Yu Tsu Jen. *The owner of
Ice-Jude Hall,” and from this name. it is probable that he
might haveacollection of Yueh Chow Yao Wares,"—From
Tao Ya (ﬁm)

21, “Chal Yao was loeated in Chéng Chou, Honan,
atd was the very one built by Shih Txung,  According to
tradition, Shili Txung had ordercd some articles to he
manufactured just like the blue skyv peeping through the
clowds after rain,  Irom this. 1 disevrn that in the saying
‘as blue as the sky, as clear ax o mirror, as thin as paper,
a8 rexonant ax a musieal stone of jade,” the phrase as
thin as paper, ix undonbtedly referred to jrs glaze surface
and not its body.  The phrase “ax blue as the sky’
s aiza not wholy consonant with faets.  For (hai Yao
productions are, with doubt, chiefly of =kv blue color, tut
there are ~till, according to the book of Po Wu Yao Lan.
tany other coloring= of yreens.  Blue is, then. not the
only color.  Most of the green colored warex have eracks
on their glaze swrfaces and where there is no glaze, the
body appears to be of vellow clay,  Novertheless the
body 1= smooth and fine and wures of such ake-up are
the hest productions of their kKind. These wares had
already Dbecome rre in the Ming Dynasty.  Recentiy,
during the conese of road building many ancient pottery or

porcelain wares have been dug up and among thein arve



found specimens very similar to these, T have seen them
at one of my friends. (In other places. I have also seen
some of the specimens hcre mientioned, but they are of
deep bluck color and not real Chai Wares). T suspect that
no precious things should be long hidden from buman
eyes. —From Hsit Chili Hun's Yin Lin Chat Shui Tzit (3F
RGN ).

With regard to the Chai Yao waves possessed by my
family, thev are priceless and seldonm seen in the world.
Each of them will cost ten or twenty thousands of pounds
sterling, After my father retived from office to Chen Village,
i the vear 1911, he compiled a book entitled * How to Tell
the Porcelain of Chai Yao™ in order to let people i
generul know what Chai Yaois.  Henee, ke has been exarnin-
ing his collection with famous AL HATTADS A% an anusement.,
During the summer vacation, I trauslated the work into
Engli<li for the convenience of those woesterners interested
i this oviental art, so that these highly mvaluable historic
masterpicces may not ramain unknown forever,

Ts Ts Carx,
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