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HISTORY INTERWEAVES WITH FUTURE
BRILLIANCE BLENDS WITH HOPEFULNESS

(IN LIEU OF A PREFACE)

BY Mr. ZHENG BAODI
DIRECTOR OF 5TH ENGINEERING DIVISION
CHINA RAILWAY SECOND ENGINEERING BUREAU

Sichuan, China, on May 9, 1953. It has passed 40 years of tortuous but glorious course.

This monumental picture album, “LIGHT OF THE 5TH ENGINEERING DIVISION”,
vividly reproduces with 780 photos recording instantaneous situations of its glorious history scored
by its staff & workers, how they, since its foundation, have established the prestige to glorify the
said division, won honour for CRSEB, constructed roads for the people and devoted themselves self-
lessly to our socialist construction undertakings.

I wish to dedicate this concised & concentrated album recording our outstanding achievements to
those who have contributed to, & even given their lives for the foundation, development, strengthen-
ing and expanding, vitalization of the said division.

Through 40 years’ endeavour & expanding, the 5th division has grown up & become a powerful
national railway construction enterprise of 1st grade with a yearly output value of RMB Yuan 300 m,
which has 6746 builders compared to 1140 at its very beginning, RMB Yuan 52. 52m of fixed assets
at its original value, 1177 sets of mechanical equipment &.plants. Since reforming & opening to the
world, the 5th division has continued its railway construction, in the meantime, faced to the society,
stepped into both the home & world markets, opened up and enlarged its business scope & succes-
sively contracted &. undertaken various kinds of projects of highways, air ports, hydroelectric & mu-
nicipal works. Now it has become and developed into a large diversified complex construction enter-
prise.

The builders of the 5th division regard the national construction as their own mission & success-
ful projects which are the glorious achievements & everlasting monuments have been completed in
provinces & areas of Sichuan, Gansu, Guizhou, Guangxi, Hunan, Hubei, Yunnan, Guangdong,
Shanxi, etc. It has wholy or partly undertaken & completed the construction of 27 railway trunk.in-
dividual & branch lines which come to a total length of 1229. 946 km, & 48 other projects outside of
the railways during the past 40 years. The investment value of its completed works amounts to a to-
tal of RMB Yuan 1,147,791,500. Since 1950%, it has squeezed its way into the world market, un-
dertaken & completed contracted works of railways, highways & municipal works in 12 Afro-Asian
countries, which has won honour for our country.

“Long & far is the way gone, but longer & farther is the way to go”. Having developed &
strengthened in the spirits & under the principle of vowing to adhere to the construction, the whole
crew’s seeking & exploring, reforming & going all out, the 5th division of CRSEB has a glorious his-
tory & successful experience of pioneering its cause in construction of Bauji —Chengdu railway, a
fierce fight for Chengdu— Kunming railway, making best endeavours for top quality of Hengyang—
Guangzhou railway, exerting the utmost strength in the special economic zones & the devotion to the
construction of Beijing— Jiulong railway, & now has the enterprise spirits of “being united as one to
forge ahead courageously, seeking true facts practically & realistically, dealing with concrete matters
strictly , opening up with new ideals”. “Light of the 5th Division” is a historic epitome of the 5th Di-
vision of CRSEB. These distinct, simple, lively & unadorned tableaus vividly depict & reveal its ca-
reer of arduous efforts & hard working, outstanding achievements in the construction for the people,
fruits of road construction & people-rearing, & prospects of reform & opening to the world, which
will surely lead & encourage our builders to cherish the memory of the history, to treasure the hon-
our & to keep opening up & enterprising spirits in order to make greater contributions.

40 years’ splendid achievements have become yesterday’s brilliance. Carrying forward the cause
pioneered &.forging ahead into the future, each of our staff & workers has once again undertaken &
shouldered the vital tasks of boosting the epoch hurricane & hoisting the century sails.

Rugged endless way with an impregnable pass, but striding forward from its very beginning.

“Light of the 5th Division” is light of history.

“Light of the 5th Division” is light of future.

“Light of the 5th Division” is light of hopefulness.

T he 5th Engineering Division of CRSEB was established in Guangyuan, an ancient city,

Nov. 1993
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