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Chinese Qing Emperor Kangxi, French King Louis XIV, and the Catholic into China
Geng Sheng
History Institute of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Chinese Qing Emperor Kangxi and French King Louis XIV were the two great monarchs of
Eurasia bipolar in the 17th and 18th centuries. They had much in common in the political
experience. Although were despots, they also did not lose many enlightened places. The two
monarchs had indirect contact. Louis XIV sent Jesuit scholars to China, even effect in the Qing
court. The Jesuits both taught Western knowledge to China, also transmitted traditional Chinese
culture to the West. Kangxi not only had warm reception and active support for Jesuits’ work into
Chinese, but also several times sent the missions with gifts to Louis XIV. All the contact formed
the first impact between Chinese culture and Western culture.

Keywords: emperor Kangxi; king Luis XIV; the Jesuits; cultural exchange between
east and west
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