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Welcome to the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games and the final issue of Beijing 2008,

More than twao years ago when we launched this magazine, we had promised to make it a window
to Beijing and the rest of China, while reporting the preparations for the Beijing Olympics. Over
that time, Beijing 2008 has published hundreds of stories and photos on a wide array of the
country's Olympic endeavours, from the construction of the wonderful venues to the creation of
the Olympic slogan, mascots, medals and torch to the city's regeneration. The magazine has tried
to give life to Olympic ideals that are encapsulated in Beijing's slogan "One World One Dream,”
and its core concepts of "Green Olympics, High-tech Olympic and People’s Olympics.”

While the breadth and depth of Olympic reporting have been Beijing 2008's main hallmarks and

strengths, this final issue is also exceptional, as have planned a montage of photos of the capital
on the cusp of a rebirth.

We hope you'll enjoy this visual feast.

We wish Beijing every success.
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As early as the 17th century, royal families and courts in Western-Europe had started to collect china as

afashion, and knowledge of China for many Europeans began with pieces of china that came all the -
way from the orient. However, Chlna s contribution to the world is far more than Just chma
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' The Beijing Olympic theme slogan on the Great Wall.
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Multipal Group Family

With a population of 1.3 billion, the Chinese people, including members of the countr

50 diverse minority ett groups, account for 21 percent of the human race. The majorit

sulation is of the Han ethi Jrous

China's other ethnic groups are customarily refe

the ethnic minoritie I has 23 provinces, five autonomous regions, four centrally
municipalities and t pecial administrative regions. Beijing is its capital city; other n
are Shanghai, Guangzhou, Tianjin, Chongqing, Xi'an and Shenzhen.
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Vast Country
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Ancient Civilization
China ha
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ient zations w
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paper-making, printing, gunpowdet
amples of ancient ingenuity and wisdom
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Terracotta Warriors - One of the world’s wonders.




Booming Economy

China, economically backward before 1949, has become one of the world’s majo
powers and the overall living standard has reached that of a fairly well-off society. Ch I

an independent foreign policy of peace, with diplomatic ties with the overwhelming
foreign countries
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