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—— President of Jiangsu Academy of Chinese Painting--Zhao Xu Cheng

Jiangsu seems a place where be given the painting and calligraphy masters
since ancient times, especially since the Yuan Dynasty.

Among the four famous masters in the Yuan Dynasty, Huang Gongwang, Ni
Yunlin and Wu Zhen were all born in Jiangsu, only exception of Wang Meng.
Besides them there was Zhao Mengfu, who was even more extraordinary.

All the four famous masters in the Ming Dynasty. Shen Zhou, Wen
Zhengming, Tang Yin and Qiu Ying were all born in Jiangsu. Besides them there
was Dong Qichang, well known to both the north and south as a master of great
learning and integrity in both calligraphy and painting. Zhu Zhishan with his
school, elegant with free and easy style, has not yet been counted among them.

Most of the great masters of the Qing Dynasty were also come from Jiangsu.
The Jinling School headed by Gong Xian. the Yangzhou School headed by Jin
Nong and Zheng Bangiao, and the "four Wangs' " well known at that time were
all from Jiangsu. Besides, the great master Shi Tao. also stayed in Jiangsu in his
late years, bringing a glory to this land. who created the "one stroke theory" and
ushered a new way in painting.

All through the 20th century, we can count the great masters who are not only
Wu Changshuo, Ren Bonian, Qi Baishi. Huang Binghong, Xu Beihong, Fu
Baoshi, Pan Tianshou, Lin Fengmian, but also Liu Haisu, Li Keran, Qian
Songyan, Chen Zhifo. Lin Sanzhi. and so on, are all come from Jiangsu.

Under a such cultural and artistic background, Jiangsu Academy of Chinese
Painting was set up in 1957 according to the proposal of premier Zhou Enla,
which indicated establishment three painting academies in Beijing, Shang hai,
Jiangsu.

Mr. Fu Baoshi. the first president of Jiangsu Academy of Chinese Painting.
was one of the most creative master and the chief painter of the huge landscape
painting "The Land So Rich In Beauty" in the Great Hall of the People; Mr. Lin
Shanzhi was a "contemporary sage and great master for generations in cursive
hand that can be found only in centuries" commonly recognized in the field of
calligraphy in China: Mr. Qian Songyan is a great master in landscape paintings
well known among the contemporaries and the second president of the Academy:
Mr. Chen Zhifo is a great master in flowers and birds paintings with high sense
of literacy and the former deputy director of the preparatory office of the
Academy.

Jiangsu Academy of Chinese Painting consists of a competitive strength
painters who are among the old, middle-aged and young, there are 21 painters of
professor level, 12 of associated professor level, and 14 of lecturer level. In
addition, it has invited and will invite dozens of painters trom outside, it is the
most central place with calligraphy and traditional chinese painting painters in
Jiangsu Province.

Jiangsu Academy of Chinese Painting has always ranked good records in the
major exhibitions of calligraphy and painting at both the national and provincial
levels, especially in the number of works selected and awarded with prizes.
During the past decade. it has published five painting albums, dozens of personal
special albums and numerous works. It has been very vigorous in the exchange
activities and exhibitions both at home and abroad.

With the Stone city to its west and the Shaoye Tower to its east and
overlooking the Changjiang River to the north, Jiangsu Academy of Chinese
Painting is situated in a place surrounded by green trees, with ancient style
buildings of white walls and black tiles, creating a quiet and elegant atmosphere
agreeable to people. It is the best place for composing works, making studies,
holding exhibitions. Friends both nearby and coming far away are welcome to
our academy.

Jinling 1995
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