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The Earliest Jade Earvring in the World

Xinglongwa Site

RE-EBHRONKMY - BRBEEHN - RRSETOMR  HKLAEELHERETA
BEBXEP ROBEERZIMH—BEND  RRELZT/\EH A ABRERHHRORE
B BARFMNREBEENEEES - HRONNEE ROKERFEBRHBERGL
B EPERIE=% BE¥E FAANZEEUZROIIEBLUE BEOEXENRE
BELBEALBEZENMN  CEBAFRE SFHARETENERFEAS - BRI
BEOEEREDENTEHSE  BLHIBHRH RABFEETADSTHEE - BAIE
REEANERARE - XM BRSTONERMA  ROBRTERERRRTEIACE -
HEaAEBIMBERAER  XBXEROAMROLENESERRS -

O (5 AR K KAy ok

The slit rings are C-shaped ornaments which are most often worn as earrings. In
recent years, archaeology has revealed that, during prehistory, the slit ring was the
most popular ornament associated with the Mongoloid jade culture. It is apparent that
the Mongoloid had ear-fixation whereas the African natives had lip-fixation. Based on
archaeological discoveries, one can unfurl a map of Asia and easily see that the slit
rings are found over all of East Asia between the latitude of 60 degree north and south
of the equator. They are distributed over vast areas from southern Siberia in Russia,
North China, the Korean peninsula, and South China, down to southern Indo-China,
and westward to the east of the Indian peninsula; spreading to the islands of Japan
from Hokkaido to Kyushu, Taiwan, and the Philippines and reaching as far south as the
Java Islands and New Guinea. There is insufficient evidence to determine whether the
slit ring had a single or multiple origins. However, the most current archaeological
information all points to the fact that the slit ring ornament originated from the north of
East Asia, then gradually made its way towards the south, and spread on land from
west to east towards the coastal areas and the nearby islands.

TANG Chung. “The Mongoloid and Jade Culture™
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