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Of a good beginning cometh

a good end.

——JOHN HEYWOOD
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HMEHFEM (A ELERFEESHMMNGRE FROET , B ERE
BRE—AR? | ROERE  ERDREAMRRE , YBAE—-A L HA&K
AR IHE ERBRORE - B OBERESGBFE , BRKREME; B
£, RERERBOENRBRAIBHRMUE 2K , ERIHEAHSMHGRE &
RAGR —FAFHTH , EHEZEAGEMN 2K . BAEMS T EMSEHE
HEHER BEIRETESOEMRFEE , BERGIGO( Garbage in,
garbage out) , MERE ; M4 o R (Varba Do EB A9 AEBE0E
 ARECHEANEERRE [ RELHBRE) . EAEFERLBBEHBREE (
Pedagogy ) F175t5 & ( Methology) T HERMIRM B RE B KA . AU ED
B4y ~ FFREESREER - TR AT E , E {8 FH3E “1t makes a difference!”

A B B # AR K 22, GRE HH BE 305 A9 2R 45 3 1F BR300 15 20 b 1 B
ARBEEABRERNG 600 BT , LBL T EESK 29 Hait 40F

words From Proper Names; Appearances and Attitudes (I, II,

I, IV, V); Words About Groups; Sounds Italian; Job and

Professions; Mythology (I, 11); Social Sciences; From Sunny
Spain; Time On Our Hands; Shork But Challenging Words;

Medical Science; Animal World; Countdown-Words With
Numbers; Legal Language (I, II, 1lI); Mystery and Occult;
Size and Sharpe (I, II); Words With Tales Attached; Of
Loves and Fears and Hates; Science— "Ology" Words; Foreign
Terms (I, II); C'est Frangais; Crossword Puzzle Words;
Language; >peech; History and Government (I, II); Travel;
Foods and Taste; Philosophy and Logic; Beliefs and Religion.
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Btz 4 FERRAUBREEEMYEG G -~ FROMSE  BEETEE
AR gk, th aTRER R, 2B IAFI % i M (Analogy ) HIR EF (
Antonym ) R fESE RS , F Al #& 1t 5 AR B A% ( Reading Comprehension) &1
H¥EMEE (Terminology) FT3ERMAE MG . A BRROG @ , HEHR
GRE SR FERE R ( Sentence Completion)MIEHEEY & ; HIELEES I FHEABRA®
B0, HEGRE ZR , T TAZERAM LA o f 7 A 538 7 ERailE
A, FEEHERREAGER , TLUEHE BT . RINIREREZEF
R, R E AR | '

FERGHEENXOE FRERPRAE R (MR, S8, BB Om
REKERGEEASREGEASARBE L (Integrated study method), jHE XK
Kkt BIFHF , ¢ £F A A 2 0 o3 7 b A EE B AR B - A9 B B F 38 ( Shading
meaning ) , i K UERY G5 E LK AR REREBFESEEE
BB KRG ES eBBERX TR T ERLAR , hiftFnt
R, TREMAMDEFTHERMAFAERGEERP , KB kiamEE (
TR

ABBKRATHG TABERAR ") , EEMFESAMOEBR ., FEEL
2~ fRIE ~ REEE E o« MR EHGRE ZA LN F B EE FEME , (FE
BB ER , A LEFRE FZ#E  F¥aFEFERAEH , &
B ERERE . 2% GALTH LM 76 45 285 4 BEGE RKEEMK .

Rtk (FEERIMER .- L HLER , £BZ2FETE A SR L
KIE, MEFEECAUERBEHE . BREBAR , EFFIEFHH , FhiEm
BE . thEmP Rkt KESE4E R 2EBROCHRFROGHM Mg E , M0
HHENMBREFER K BERE !
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HEXMEq | 2 ABRRSERLROGE AR HOES , (FEEKERS
FINFERER LA F M ( The American Heritage Dictionary ) iR § JE »
a0 — &/ L —How to Improve Your Vocabulary ( fn{a] 12 i R
gD  REABHAEMABE . AMHEE “How to Use the Printed
Words ” . CANCHOR PRESS)
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(We asked Tony Randall. who is on the
Amernican Hentage Dicuonary Usage Panel QB
and loves words almost as much as acting, to
tell us how he has acquired his enormous
vocabulary. )

How to Improve

Your Vocabular
by Tony Randall

v
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Words can make us laugh, cry, go to war, iall in love.

Rudyard Kipling called words the most powerful drug of
mankind. If they are, I'm a hopeless addict. and I hope to get you
hooked, too.

Whether you're still in school or you head up a corporation,
the better command you have of words, the better chance you
have of saying exactly what you mean. of understanding what
others mean and of getung what you want in the world.

English is the richest language—uwith the largest vocabulary
on earth. Over one million words.

You can express shades of meaning that aren't even possible
in other languages. (For example, you can differentiate between
“sky” and *‘heaven.” The French, Italians and Spanish cannot.)
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Yet the average adult has a vocabulary of only thirty thou-
sand to sixty thousand words. Imagine what we're missing!

Here are five pointers that help me learn—and remember—
whole families of words at a time. They may not look easy, and
won't be at first, but if you stick with them, you'll find they work.

What's the first thing to do when you see a word you don’t
know?

1. Try to Guess the Meaning
of the Word from the Way It’s Used

You can often get at least part of a word’s meaning just from how
it’s used in a sentence:

That's why it’s so important to read as much as you can—
different kinds of things: magazines, books, newspapers you
don’t normally read. The more you expose yourself to new
words, the more words you'll pick up just by seeing how they re used.

For instance, say you run across the word ‘‘manacle’:

“The manacles had been on John's wrists for thirty years.
Only one person had a key: his wife.”

You have a good idea of what “‘manacles” are, just from the
context of the sentence.

But let’s find out exactly what the word means and where it
comes from. The only way to do this, and to build an extensive
vocabulary fast, is to go to the dictionary. (How lucky that you
can; Shakespeare couldn t. There wasn't an English dictionary in
his day.)

So you go to the dictionary. (NoTE: Don't let dictionary
abbreviations put you off. Up front you'll find what they mean.
You'll also find a guide to pronunciation symbols there, as well
as an abbreviated version on each page.)

2. Look It Up.

Here's the definition for “*manacle™ in The American Heritage Dic-
tionary of the English Language.

man-a-cle (mdn's-kal) n. Usually plural. 1. A device for confin-
ing the hands. usually consisting of two metal rings that are
fastened about the wrists and joined by a metal chain; a hand-
cuff. 2. Anything that confines or restrains. —r.v. manacled,




-cling, -cles. 1. To restrain with manacles. 2. To confine or
restrain as if with manacles; shackle; fetter. [Middle English
mamcle. from Old French, from Latin manicula, little hand, han-
dle. diminutive of manus. hand. See man-? in Appendix.*]

The first definition fits here: “‘a device for confining the
hands, usually consisting of two metal rings that are fastened
about the wrists and joined by a metal chain; a handcuff.”

Well, that's what you thought it meant. But what's the idea
behind the word?> What are its roots? To really understand a
word. you need to know.

Here's where the detective work—and the fun—begins.

3. Dig the Meaning Out by the Roots

The root is the basic part of the word—its heritage, its origin.
(Mostroots in English come from Latin and Greek words at least
two thousand years old. which come from even earlier Indo-
European tongues.)

Learning the roots: (1) helps us remember words; (2) gives us
a deeper understanding of the words we already know; and (3)
allows us to pick up whole families of new words at a time. That’s
why learning the root is the most important part of going to the
dictionary.

Notice that the root of “‘manacle” is manus (Latin), meaning
“hand.”

Well, that makes sense. Now other words with this root,
man, start to make sense, t0o. '

Take manual—something done ““by hand™ (manual labor) or
a “handbook.” And manage—to “handle” something (as a man-
ager). When you emancipate someone, you're taking him “from
the hands of” someone else. '

When you manutacture something, you ““‘make it by hand”
(in its original meaning).

And when you finish your first novel, your publisher will see
your (originally ‘*handwritten’’) manuscript.

Imagine! A whole new world of words opens up—just from
one simple root.

The root gives the basic clue to the meaning of a word. But
there’s another important clue that runs a close second: the

prefix.
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4. Get the Powerful Prefixes Under Your Belt

A prefix is the part that's sometimes attached to the front of a
word. Such as—well, *“prefix.” There aren’t many—Iless than a
hundred major prefixes—and you’ll learn them in no time at all
just by becoming more aware of the meanings of words you
already know. Here are a few. (Some of the vocabulary-building

how-to books will give you the others.) « 2EHRS
PREFIX * MEANING | EXAMPLES
(Lat.) (Gk.) (Literal sense)
com, con sym, syn | with, very, | conform (form with)
co, col, cor syl together | sympathy | (feeling with)
in, im, a, an not, innocent (not wicked)
i, ir without amor- (without form)
phous
contra, anti, against, contravene | (come against)
counter  ant opposite | antidote (give against)

Now see how the prefix (along with the context) helps you
get the meaning of the italicized words:

“If you re going to be my witness, your story must corrobo-
rate my story.” (The literal meaning of corroborate is *‘strength
together.”)

“First you told me one thing—now you tell me another.
Don’'t contradict yourself.” (The literal meaning of contradict is
*“‘say against.”")

“Oh, that snake's not poisonous. It's a completely innocuous
little garden snake.” (The literal meaning of innocuous is “not
harmful.”)

Now you ve got some new words. What are you going to do
with them?

5. Put Your New Words to Work at Once

Use them several times the first day you learn them. Say them
out loud. Write them in sentences.

Should you “‘use™ them on friends? Careful. You don’t want
them to think you're a stuffed shirt. (It depends on the situation.




You know when a word sounds natural and when it sounds
stuffy.)

(“The more words you know, the more you
can use. What does ‘corroborate’ really
mean? See the text.”")

How about your enemies? You have my blessing. Ask one of
them if he's read that article on pneumonoultramicroscopic-
silicovolcanoconiosis. (You really can find it in the dictionary.)
Now you're one up on him.

So what do vou do to improve your vocabulary?

Remember: (1) Try to guess the meaning of the word from
the way it's used: (2) look it up: (3) dig the meaning out by the
roots; (4) get the powerful prefixes under your belt; (5) put your
new words to work at once.

That's all there is to it. You're off on your treasure hunt.

Now do you see why I love words so much?

Aristophanes said. "By words. the mind is excited and the
spirit elated.” It's as true today as it was when he said it in
Athens—twenty-four hundred years ago.

[ hope you're now like me—hooked on words forever.

ujl
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lothario

" maverick
nemesis

protean .«
Pyrrhic
quixotic
saturnine
 solecism

sybarite
tawdry

philanderer
o philiwic igedgk g
~ procrustean

spoonerism

1. jingoist |'dsingoist In. HF®E ; FRAE ; BBEHRE
ERZERE,
a. The senator lost because his constituents rejected his
jingoistic policies.
ERBERET , ABMMRREBT MM EWBE,
b. "Jingoism," to paraphrase Samuel Johnson, '"is the last
refuge of a scoundrel."
CEBGRT . BIMBEKE - HMANE , “BR-EHENERLER
MR
2. lothario [lo'6eroln. &M ; Ei@k T,

a. The aging playboy thought of himself as a sophisticated
lothario. .
EFEFRNEELAFENR - ERNEE T .

b. I tried out for the role of the young lothario, but
they cast me as the butler.

RFNHEFEOEES , B REKEERNAE,

3. maverick [ 'mavrik , ‘maeverik In. {5REL ., ABEEBE
; BAURITE , STHRERARSE
a. When you defend unpopular causr -, you get the reput-
ation of being a maverick.
ENRBAZHAMEHRBERN , RESIBIBTENRE.
b. The president said that he didn't want yes-men or
mavericks in his cabinet.

RERMAFZLIARRBEPAEAFBERE INTERRBE

4. nemesis ['nemoasis ] n. AWML d ] GEN L ; OFKF
SN IE ]
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a. No matter how great a team we fielded, little Calhoin
Tech always proved to be our nemesis.
Aim BRI 8 % BAIR A B , /)N "Calhoun Tech"g fEf B
P9 B T REE2K '

b. Math is my nemesis, constantly reminding me that
I'm not as bright as I imagine.
BBREN XA , FRULERR AL B Cpammy .

5. philanderer [fo'lendora]ln. AREBMSEBWET ; AR

TFMIBF .

a. When Mrs. Greene wanted to find out if her husband
was a philanderer, she hires a detective.
EBEHRAAERBMEERTR— “ TRENBF" W, it
BT —ZEE.

b. At the age of 40, Eric switched from part-time
philanderer to full-time, domesticated husband.
FOERNKRE , XnrHTHRENAESERSENS T , @9
REBHMBREREETMHLX .,

6. philippic [fa'liptk 1n. O% 8 Demosthenes 2B & B HE T
HER QB ANTE SR BRER .

a. My philippic against higher taxes was reported on the
local radio station.
BHPRERFNVHEATEZIFRMBENRY ,

b. The leader of the rent strike mounted the piatform
to deliver an effective philippic against the manage-
ment.

KR CEHEHRBE T NEEER LEECRE - SHEBREME
7310 0 E O R o
at : rent strike ( %E3E ) EHET & ( LIy EE niE 2 &R
BRESE)D .
7. procrustean [pro'krastion] adj. EETEE > B EH4H
BEEMEAN ; MAR; BRHOUSREM ,

a. Our mayor takes various suggestions and gives them a
procrustean treatment to fit his philosophy.
RMOTTRER T REMZEY B mUBE R ELRT A by
52,
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b. Your procrustean attitude does not allow for disagree-
ment.
A E R RIEFEER EORR
Procrustes [pro'krastiz]1n. &H&AMMEdD—H% , HEK
BEHBZRERER L, REKKERE , KEZHELIBAHREK,

. protean ['protion]adj. O%{LEHmMH ; FWLM; @—A

HEEARN,

a. | resent your protean propensity for changing your
mind whenever you feel like it.
RRBHERZFTEERERRNERES

b. The stage designer recived an award for his protean
construction which lent itself to the play's various
moods.

EEA Rl S M E AL fEAC S B P AR W R
s sE
Proteus ['protjus In. AT hiEm , MEEHEERS
BRI o

Pyrrhic ['pirik]a.

a.. The workers seemed to triumph at the end of the
strike but it was a Pyrrhic victory. V
TAMERIERELUTREEF , BEEHNR-BUEANE

b. Although we won the championship, it was a Pyrrhic
victory because of the crippling injuries we suffered.
HMARMAMS THE, CREPRMEZTHBZR INEE,
EARRERE—SUERBHMBENBF

c. Pyrrhic victory DIEAMIREMERHIBFR

quixotic [kwiks'atik Ja. QmE M@ ; Bokwy ; @EFm,
@uWEH ; TR ; REEM,
a. Margo's quixotic behavior was upsetting to her family
because she had always been so level-headed.
ERAOBRBHITRERARMENY , ARmE —ERE

b. The City Planning Commission's ideas were labeled



