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PREFACE

On behalf of the International Council for Laboratory Animal Science,l am pleased to
write the preface of the Chinese edition of the World Health Organization (WHO) and the
International Council for Laboratory Animal Science (ICLAS) Guidelines for Breeding and
Care of Laboratory Animals. These Guidelines are addressed to scientists ,administrators and
technical personnel committed to advancing care and use of laboratory animals throughout
the world,particularly in the developing countries.

Many people are still suffering from various diseases throughout the world and an im-
portant goal for ICLAS and WHO is to improve the quality of laboratory animals required for
progress in medicine and biology, primarily by disseminating information on their care and
use.

ICLAS was founded in 1956 when the demand for more animals of higher quality was in-
creasing significantly throughout the world. The impetus for founding ICLAS came primarily
from representatives of the International Union of Biomedical Sciences (IUBS),the Council
for International Organizations of Medical Sciences (COIMS) ,and the United Nations Educa-
tional Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) with representatives of national bod-
ies in France,UK and USA who recognized that higher quality animals were required for re-
search that would benefit the health of humans and animals worldwide.

Today, ICLAS is constituted of 40 National Members, 20 Scientific Members, 50
Associate Members and 7 International Union Members,ICLAS is making a significant effort
to activate its relations with the International Unions and the Regional Associations. That is
the reason why,recently,ICLAS established programs for each region of the world.

I Europe and Eastern Europe

I English speaking Africa

I French speaking Africa

IV Asia-North east/South east

V Central and South America

VI Australia,Oceania and India sub-continent.

Regional Programs are intended to provide intellectual and human resources to assist
countries that are developing programs in laboratory animal science.

In China, the capacity of laboratory animal science is rapidly expanding in accordance
with social needs and development of life' sciences in the country.

I sincerely hope that the translation of these Guidelines into Chinese may be beneficial to
Chinese scientists and technical personnel in the field of Laboratory Animal Science and will
increase the collaboration between China, WHO and ICLAS.

Prof. J. R. Maisin
President of ICLAS
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