


19974£6
EREPNCESLEN R S
) L v 1949 o 4

ERLES

June 1997
Mr.Sunny Yip, Chairman of Sunny (Holdings) Ltd
Donated to the Shanghai Museum

PANOF ZI ZHONG JIANG
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Mr. Sunny Yip,Chairman of Sunny (Holdings) Ltd. of Hong Kong, has
achieved great success in his business and has a deep appreciation of
Chinese cultural relices. ThisPan of Zi Zhong Jiang is one of the most
rarely-seen and highly valued bronze vesselsin the world. Mr. Yip
donated this Pan to the Shanghai Museum to return this treasure to
China and to enrich the collection of the Shanghai Museum. At the
time just before Hong Kong’s return to the mainland, Mr. Yip’s
donation is not only a generous gift to the Shanghai Museum, but also
a generous contribution to our motherland. At this moment we would
express our heartfelt respects to the merits and virtues of Mr. Sunny
Yip.

We extend special thanks to the State Bureau of Cultural Relics, the
Chinese Cultural Relics Exchange Center and Donchester Limited in

England for their helpin securing this donation.

Shanghai Museum
June 1997

1999. 9. 9
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Pan (Water Vessel) of Zi Zhong Jiang
Early Spring and Autumn

7th century B.C.

Height 18cm, Diameter 45cm
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Ma Chengyuan

On August 14,1994,introduced by Mr.Zhang Degin, Director of the
Stste Bureau of Cultural Relics and Mr. Mu Xing Xing, Vice
Director Wang Qingzheng and I had the opportunity to meet with
Mr. Sunny Yip in Hong Kong to see his treasured Pan of Zhong
Jiang .

This Pan is fairly large in size. It is eighteen centimeters in
height and forty-five centimeters in diameter. The body is solid
and heavy. The simple and bold horizontal *S"” shaped deformed
animal patterns, also called Qiqu Wen, are decorated on the
outsidc wall of the vessel. A curved-horn dragon mounts the top
of each handle. The head of the dragon juts out from the rim.
There are fish and turtles carved in low relief inside the Pan. It is
interesting and unusual that the three-dimensional bird, fish and
frog in the Pan can turn 360 degrees. This creative technique of
decoration not only adds charm to this simple-shaped Pan, but
also shows an unprecedented creation in casting technique. This
vessel was made by the separate casting method. On the very thin
bottom, a group of animals are fixed and they can be turned at a
360 degrees angle. This is a very rare example which combines all
these stages of casting on the Pan. Another novel idea is that the
ring foot is placed on the back of three tigers. Such a delicate and
exquisite Pan was made for the wife of the Head Musician of the
State. Among the extant bronzes of Shang and Zhou. there is no
piece that is comparable to this Pan. This is a bronze rarely seen
throughout the world.

Inside the wall of the Pan are thirty-six characters of inscription
altogether in six lines with five characters in each line. Two
words are used twice. The calligraphic style of inscription dates
to between the early Qin and Jin. But it is very possible that this
was made by the people of Jin. The inscription records that one
day in June, the Head Musician of the State made this bronze
vessel for his wife “Zi Zhong Jiang ™ and hoped that his
descendants would remember and use this vessel forever.

The discovery of this Pan of Zi Zhong Jiang is definitely very
important material evidence for the study of bronzes of the early
Spring and Autumn. This Pan of Zi Zhong Jiang is undoubtedly a
first class bronze piece.
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