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PREFACE
LIQUN

Paper—cut, or scissor—cut, is one of the folk arts in Shanxi Province, North
China. It spreads far and wide in the vast countryside. Rich and varied in its
form and shape, it blossoms quietly like wild flowers in the mountain villages,
unnoticed by royal painters and art historians through the ages. However, as
said in an ancient book: “Irises and orchids grow in the mountain forests, their
frangrance fill the air no matter whether there are people around or not.”
Although paper—cuts were not appreciated by those well-known artists of past
ages, their frangrance and charm were not in the least vanished.Paper—cut is
an art of the working people, produced by labouring women, and naturally,
admired and enjoyed by the labouring masses. Even though they did not
appeal to refined taste, they were handed down among the people and passed
on from generation to generation without falling into a decline.It has a style of
its own.

In this new epoch of the people, the oppressed had stood up and had
become the masters of their fate, and consequently, the art of the people,
hitherto looked down upon by artists of past ages, has gained a new life. The
folk art of paper cutting was first set great store by the artists of the Lu Xun
Art Institute in Yan’an. Like the glowing morningstar lily blossomed in the
wilderness in Northern Shanxi, the bold and unconstrained paper—cut for win-
dow decoration appeared on the window lattices of peasant households. Poet
Ai Qing said rightly in the preface of the “ Collection of Northwest
Paper—cuts”: “Compared with other national arts of our country , paper—cut is
considered the healthiest and most unsophisticated art. These works of art
sketched the Chinese farmer’s intuition towards the impression of the object,
and retained the characteristics of various objects in their simplified form and
structure—the prerequisite of pure and simple work of art.In paper—cut, we
scarcely found the decadent style of the works by literati and officialdom in
feudal China, but showed unintentioally the kindhearted, healthy and joyful
feelings of Chinese farmers. We must carry forward the healthy trends in our
art.” This is a brilliant comment which affirmed initially the value of the art of
paper cutting. Now the paper—cut for window decoration not only appealed to



refined taste and appreciated by the broad masses and artists, it has also been
well received in international art circles.Paper—cuts demonstrate the great intelli-
gence and artistic talent of Chinese women and, like our women table—tennis
players, win honour for our country.

There are differences between the art of paper—cutting for window
decoration and ordinary paintings. Its characteristics lie in the strong decora-
tive pattern and its miraculous artistic exaggeration and deformation, yet the
objects manifested possess vivid lifelikeness. Devoid of these characteristics,
paper—cut would invite self—destruction. After liberation, the development of
paper—cutting has taken a roundabout route —— laid undue stress on its
coordination with the central tasks of the Party and placed undue emphasis on
the §ervice of political line; a sheer ignorance of the characteristics of
paper—cut and turned it into an instrument of reproducing paintings. This was
done by some art workers without ill intention but they knew nothing of
papper—cut. Dabs at paper—cutting would never do such foolish things. They
knew well the special skill of the art and the political responsibility they could
bear. Historical facts have proved that the so—called paper—cut as replica of
paintings vanished like mist and smoke.It’s a tragedy.

We should not set strict demands on paper—cuting that it must possess the
rich contents of oil painting, or the brush—work of the traditionl style of
Chinese painting. The basic task of paper cutting is to beautify people’ s
livelihood and enjoy the delight in creative work.That’s how things stand, in
the past as well as at the present. The ideological content attached to
paper—cutting must first respect the basic task stated above and the characteris-
tics of paper cutting. Otherwise, the speciality of this art can not be brought
into full play.

Since ancient times, the practice of folk art papar—cut has been copying
and imitating each other and supplementing one another, passed on from
generation to generation and handed down to the present.In fact it has been
the collective effort in artistic creation of the living and the dead and by the
people residing on both sides of the river. Hence , the paper—cut of Luliang
mountains might stem from Northern Shaanxi origin; and the paper—cut of
window decoration of Taihang mountains might have consanguinity with
Western Hobei Province. The earliest creators of paper—cut pattern were those
unknown heroes whose identities were hard to trace. However, there is no lack
of new dabs at this field, and new varieties appeared from time to time. Life is
the source of artistic creation and the objective reality is the hotbed of the
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birth of art. Divorced from making observations on and getting familiar with
life and things, no one is able to create novel and moving patterns of
paper—cut for window decoration, even though one has a dexterous hand and
adept in manipulating scissors; just like the cleverest housewife can’t cook a
meal without rice , or as the saying goes, one cannot make bricks without
straw. The eighty—four—year—old Wang Ladi, a dab at paper—cut, summed up
her experience as: “Whatever it is, flying in the sky or running on the ground, if
you paid special attention to them at ordinary times, you’ll find it easy to cut
with scissors without using great effort.” What she said “pay apecial attention
at ordinary times” means to make meticulous observations on objects. Her
words rightly pointed out the relationship between life and art.

Most of the folk paper—cuts of Shanxi are made by women, some are
merely patterns, others look like leather—silhouette characters; some are fine
and exquisite, others are bold and unconstrained . Nevertheless, all of them are
full of creativity and rich in local features, with pronounced decorative flavour
and special language of artistry, but by no means reproduction of paintings.

There were many publications on paper—cuts such as: “Selection of Folk
Paper—ut of Wenxi County” (Southern Shanxi), “Folk Paper—cut” compiled
by the Culture Bureau of Southeastern Administrative Office of Shanxi,
C ollection of Paper—cut of Fushan County” (Southern Shanxi), “Collection of
Folk Paper—cut of Xiaoyi Conuty” (Central Shanxi), “Collection of Folk Art
of Xinjiang County” (Southern Shanxi), “Folk Paper—cut of Jinglo County” -.-
most of them were of the county level. Although there is a“ Shanxi Folk
Paper—cut” published in the name of the province, it is only a thin book and
cannot satisfy the craving of paper—cut lovers. But this one, “A Spectacle of
Paper—cut in Shanxi Province”is a big collection, rich and varied, spectacular
and imposing. It can serve as a research material as well as an art book for
appreciation. We believe the publication of this collection will win honour for
women in Shanxi, and add lustre to the promotion of ethical and cultural
civilization of Socialist China .

Carry forward the art of folk paper—cut of Shanxi Province!
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