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Introduction

Learning a foreign language has one main purpose, that the speaker is able
to work, function, and understand the people of the culture. Merely learning a
foreign language does not enable you to do these things. Learning a foreign
language prepares you to be able to do these things. To fit into and understand
people in a foreign society, you will have to learn beyond the language, using
the language as a tool to get into the culture.

I have known many Chinese international students who have come to
America. They are extremely intelligent, eager, and hard working. They are
wonderful people, many of whom 1 call my friends. The sad thing is that many
of those students never “make it” in America. By “make it” I mean that they are
never able to really establish deep and meaningful friendships, understand the
American people, and become truly happy in American society.

There are several reasons for this. One is that Chinese international students
are often too busy. They want to be the best, and often have to be because they
need a scholarship or a teaching assistantship. This keeps them studying day and
night, so that they never really make American friends. They are simply too
busy. And they miss a great part of being an international student.

Another reason is shyness. In my limited experience, it seems Chinese culture
and education frowns on mistakes. It seems that many Chinese students are fearful
of making mistakes, either in speaking English, or in classroom discussions.
Thus, they keep silent and never improve their English or develop deep
relationships with American students through discussion. Americans do not care
about making mistakes in the same way as Chinese do. They “laugh off” their
mistakes and go on.

A third reason is comfort. As exciting as it sounds, being in a foreign country
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for an extended period is difficult. You will get tired of hearing English. Then
you will be tempted in your free time to find a few Chinese friends and relax by
speaking Chinese. This is comfortable, but again, you will miss out on a great
opportunity to understand a different people.

Our hope is that this book will provide you with two opportunities to
overcome these problems. The first is to learn the language of modern America.
We will make an effort to introduce you to real English that is spoken in people’s
daily life. Yes, you will learn the normal rules and sounds of English. But in any
living language you will find that people do not follow all the rules in daily
conversation. This was frustrating for me when I tried learning Mandarin. I would
learn the “right way” to say something, and then find people on the street did not
follow the rules. They spoke a “living language” which confused me. In this
book we will work to give you both the rules and the “living language”™, that is
why this book is written by both Chinese scholars and Americans like me.

The second thing we will do for you is to end each chapter with a few
encouraging paragraphs on life. We have picked subjects of practical value for
your life, whether you stay in China, and come to America or some other country.
We hope this will be fun, and open your thinking beyond the textbook.

Our goal is to help prepare you for getting to know the world better, as an
international student, scholar, or a future international businessman or woman.
We want your dreams to become a reality. One way that can make it happen is
through the tool of language. May your journey through this book help you
reach your fullest potential as a human being, open new doors of opportunity for

you, and help you grow in your thinking. Isn’t that what education is all about?

Loren Steele
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—2 Notes

1. Minneapolis-St. Paul: Minneapolis and St. Paul
are two large cities next to each other in the state
of Minnesota. St. Paul is the capital of the state.

2. This is my wife, Betty: Note here when people

introduce other people, they don't say, “She is...” or
“He is...”; they would say, “This is...” or “Here is...".

3. The first flight was a little behind schedule,
...: The flight from Beijing to Tokyo was a little late. Some relevant expressions:
ahead of schedule (32#7), on schedule (AT, %ZA/T[E1%K).

Exercises
7 Listen to the dialog and choose the best answer to each of the
~ following questions.

1) How did the man write down Wang Xin's name?
A. He wrote it down according to the pronunciation.
B. Someone wrote down the name for him.
C. Someone told the man how to write the name.
D. Wang Xin sent him an email to tell him her name.

2) Which of the following statements is true about Wang Xin’s flight to America?
A. The flight to the US was about 18 hours.
B. Wang Xin switched to another plane in Tokyo.
C. The flight from Tokyo took off a little late.
D. The flight to the American airport was delayed.

3) What did Wang Xin see from the air according to the dialog?
A. Night scene of Japan. B. Almost nothing.
C. Some winding rivers. D. Mountains with snow.

4) What can we learn about Jim and Betty?
A. Alaska must be one of Jim’s favorite places.
B. Alaska must be Jim’s hometown or birthplace.
C. They are planning a month-long trip to Alaska.
D. Betty always accompanies Jim to Alaska.



