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Unit

1 Text

Little House in the Blgq

by Laura Ingalls Wllder

Laura ingalls Wilder wrote many books about her life in'ihe wilderness. This is a true
story from one of her books. On the edge of the Big Woods of Wisconsin in 1872, she lived with
her family in a little log house. It was miles from any neighbors and far from any town. One
day her father was awg}z‘from home, leavmg the family alone in the wilderness. At night there

¢ :her daughters going to do? Were they safe in the
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-shape of Sukey, the brown coy, standing

50 she could come into the barnyard. Now

knew that in a town there were many houses,and a store full of candy and calico and
other wonderful things — powder, and shot?, and salt, and store sugar.

They knew that Pa would trade his furs to the storekeeper for beautiful things
from town, and all day they were expecting the presents he would bring them. When
the sun sank low above the treetops and no more drops fell from the tips of the icicles
they began to watch eagerly for Pa.

The sun sank out of sight, the woods grew dark, and he did not come. Ma started
supper and set the table, but he did not come. It was time to do the chores, and still he
had not come.

Ma said that Laura might come with her while she milked the cow. Laura could
carry the lantern.

So Laura put on her coat and Ma buttoned it up, And Laura put her hands into
her red mlttens that hung by a red yarn string around her neck, while Ma lighted the
candle in the lantern.

Laura was proud to be helpihg.Ma with the milking, and she carried the lantern
very carefully Its sides were of tin, with places cut in them for the candle light to shine
through

When Laura walked behind Ma on the path to the barn, the little bits of candle-
Ilght from the. lantern leaped all around her on the snow. The night was not yet quite
dark. The woods were dark, but there was a gray light on the snowy path, and in the
sky there were a few faint stars. The stars did not look as warm and bright as the little
lights that came from the lantern.

Laura was surprised to see the dark

at the barnyard gate. Ma was surprised, too.

It was too early in the spring for Sukey
to be let out in the Big Woods to eat grass.
She lived in the barn. But sometimes on
warm days Pa left the door of her stall> open

Ma and Laura saw her behind the bars, wait-
ing for them.

Ma went up to the gate, and pushed
against it to open it. But it did not open
very far, because there was Sukey, stand-
ing against it. Ma said, “Sukey, get over]”,
She reached across the gate and slapped

Sukey'’s shoulder.
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Just then one of the dancing little bits of light from the lantern jumped between
the bars of the gate, and Laura saw long, shaggy, black fur, and two little, glittering eyes.

Sukey had thin, short, brown fur. Sukey had large, gentle eyes.

Ma said, “Laura, walk back to the house.”

So Laura turned around and began to walk toward the house. Ma came behind
her. When they had gone part way, Ma snatched her up, lantern and all, and ran. Ma
ran with her into the house, and slammed the door.

Then Laurasaid, “Ma, was ita bear?”

“Yes, Laura,” Ma said. “It was a bear.”

Laura began to cry.-She hung on to Ma and sobbed, “Oh,
will he eat Sukey?”

“No,” Ma said, hugging her. “Sukey is safe in the barn.

* Think, Laura — all those big, heavy logs in the barn walls. And
the door is heavy and solid, made to keep bears out. No, the
bear cannot get in and eat Sukey.”

Laura felt better then. “But he could have hurt us, couldn’t
he?” she asked. :

“He didn’t hurt us,” Ma said. “You were a good girl, Laura,
to do exactly as | told you, and to do it quickly, without asking
why.”

Ma was trembling, and she began to laugh a little. “To
think,” she said, “I've slapped a bear!”

Then she put supper on the table for Laura and Mary. Pa
had not come yet. He didn’t come. Laura and Mary were un-
dressed, and they said their prayers and snuggled into the trundle
bed.

Ma sat by the lamp, mending one of Pa’s shirts. The house

seemed cold and still and strange, without Pa.

Laura listened to the wind in the Big Woods. All around the house the wind went
crying as though it were lost in the dark and the cold. The wind sounded frightened.

Ma finished mending the shirt. Laura saw her fold it slowly and carefully. She
smoothed it with her hand. Then she did a thing she had never done before. She went
to the door and pulled the leather latch-string through its hole in the door, so that
nobody could get in from outside unless she lifted the latch. She came and took Carrie,
all limp and sleeping, out of the big bed.

She saw that Laura and Mary were still awake, and she said to them: “Go to sleep,
girls. Everything is all right. Pa will be here in the morning.” Then she went back to her
rocking chair and sat there rocking gently and holding Baby Carrie in her arms,

She was sitting up late, waiting for Pa, and Laura and Mary meant to stay awake,



Little House in the Big Woods Unit 1

too, till he came. But at last they went to sleep.

In the morning Pa was there. He had brought candy for Laura and Mary, and two
pieces of pretty calico to make them each a dress. Mary’s was a china-blue pattern on
a white ground, and Laura’s was dark red with little golden-brown dots on it. Ma had
calico for a dress, too; it was brown, with a big, feathery white pattern all over it.

They were all happy because Pa had got such good prices for his furs that he
could afford to get them such beautiful presents.

The tracks* of the big bear were all around the barn, and there were marks of his
claws on the walls. But Sukey and the horses were safe inside. All that day the sun
shone, the snow melted, and little streams of water ran from the icicles, which all the
time grew thinner. Before the sun set that night, the bear tracks were only shapeless
marks in the wet, soft snow. ;

(1 236 words)

Sg xercises

A. Determining the main idea.
Choose the best answer. Do not refer to the text.
The main idea of the story is that
a. a big bear wanted to attack the family but it only managed to frighten the
cattle on the farm \
b. a man supported his family by huntlng W|Id animals while his wife and
children helped with farm work
c. amother was helped by one of her daughters with the milking of the cow
and they spent a night together while the father was away in town
d. a mother and her daughters living in the big woods encountered a big
bear but got home safely
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B. Comprehendingthe text.
Choose the best answer.
1. One day Pa went to town to
a. sell animals he had caught all winter and buy articles of daily use
b. trade the furs of the wild animals he had caught
c. do some urgent business in town and buy some food on the way
3. buy some presents for the family since holidays were coming
. When Pa was leaving, Ma was worried because
a. it might not be worth the effort going a long way to trade thlngs
b. the weather was not fine and the road was dangerous
¢. 'Pa might not be able to return before dark
d. she and the girls would be without protection
3. Laura was proud to help Ma with
a..'‘preparing the meal for Pa
b. taking care of the other members of the family
c. the milking of the cow at the barn
d. driving Sukey, their cow, into the bamyard
4. When Ma and Laura saw the bear, they
&. fan away immediately
b. were so frightened that they did not know what to do
c. thought that Pa could get the fur of the animal
d. both kept their heads and walked away as if nothing had happened
5. Ma praised Laura for her
a. courage in time of great danger
b. readiness to help with household chores
€. obedience in time of unexpected danger
d. great capacity for hard work
6. The town was very far away from the house and Pa did not return until

a. very late that night
b. very late the next day
. the next morning
d. the next afterncomn
7. It canbe learned from the text that the family had children.
a. two b. three c. four d. five
8. Which of the following is NOT true?
a. Life in the wilderness-was hard and fuli of danger.
b. Courage and hard work were needesd to live in the woods.
¢c. Life in the woods was too dangerous for children.
d. Life close to nature might also have its charms.
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C. Discussing the following topics.

1.
2.
3.

Why did Ma say that Laura was a good girl?
What kind of people were Laura’s parents?
Discuss the kind of life the family fived in the big woods.

Understanding vocabuiary.
Choose the correct definition according to the context.

1.

10.

in the Big Woods the snow was beginning to #1aw.

a. meit b. sink c. fall d. glow

At noon all the big icicles along the eaves of the little house guiveredand
sparkled in the sunshine, and drops of water hung trembling at their tips.

a. shone b. worked c. weakened d. trembied
It was time to do the ¢figres, and still he had not come.

a. dishwashing b. homework

C. saying prayers d. small household duties

There were so many furs that when they were packed #ightly and tied to-
gether they made a bundle almost as big as Pa.
a. lightly b. firmiy c. together d. in a bundle

. The woods were dark, but there was a gray light on the snowy path, and in

the sky there were a few fai/stars.

a. not bright b. notwamm c. not big d. not near
She hung on to Ma and sobbed.

a. said to Ma b. leant against Ma

c. pushed against Ma d. wentto Ma

Ma sat by the lamp, menging one of Pa’s shirts.

a. folding b. repairing ¢. making d. cleaning

. Then she went back to. her rocking chair and sat there rocking gently and

holding Baby Carrie in her arms.

a. talking b. moving from side to side
c. sitting d. waiting

She was sitting yp late, waiting for Pa.

a. working hard

b. sitting in an upright position

¢. not going to bed after the usual bedtime

d. being very careful

Pa had got such good prices for his furs that he could afford'to get them
such beautiful presents.

a. had enough money b. had time

c. was willing d. thought
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2 Reading Skills

Previewing (1)

Previewing means looking ahead and:checking:for information in advance.
Before you read a book in detail, you can learn quite a bit about it by previewing.
You can preview or examine specific parts of it firSt.

Here are steps you may follow when you begin to preview a textbook.

& Read the title of the book.
A title can tell you a great deal about a book. Before you read, think about
what the title means.

4 Read the table of contents.

The table of ¢contents appears at the beginning of a book. It is a list of the
names of the chapters and the pages on which they begin. Sometimes you
also find subheadings given under some chapters. If the book is divided into
parts, that information also appears in the table of contents. After you study
the names of the chapters and subheadings, you will know what each section
of the book is about and how the topics of the sections relate to each other
and to the whole book. :

¢ Read the preface.

' The preface is a brief essay in which the author gives reasons for writing the
book. It comes before the table of contents. From the preface you will learn
for whom the book is written, the aims and the topics of the book and the best
ways to use the book. S

¢ Read briefly the index, glossary, appendix, bibliography and other spe-
cial supplements.

These usually appear at the back of a book.

An index is an alphabetical list that tells the reader where particular topics,
_subjects and names of people, places or events, etc. are referred to in a
 book. : '. s ‘

A glossary gives definitions to a list of difficult words or terms that appear in a

book. " |

An appendix adds to a book extré information (charts, graphs, documents,

facts, etc.) that is helpful to the undefstanding of the book.
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A bibliography is a list of some or all the sources that the author has used to
write his or her book.

=
'a ractice

Use previewing to learn about this textbook. Then answer the
following questions.

What is the title of this book?
Who are the authors?
What is the publication date?
What is the main reason the authors produced this book?

] A R

o

Where did you find the answer to Question 2?
. For what kind of reader is this book intended?

(2]

7. How many units does this book contain?
8. What are the specific reading and study skills to be learned in this book?

3 Testing

Your Reading Comprehension and Speed

Directions: Read the following passages and do the multiple-choice exercises.
Record the time you have used and the number of correct answers you have got.

g:a.dt 2?44609

{& Pioneer’s lives were different from the lives of many people today. Any neighbors they had
usually lived many miles away. There were no football or basketball games. There were no teams to

play these sports. There were no movies or TV. There were almost no books or newspapers to read.
Sometimes they got together. Just being together was an adventure. Everything people did
together, and even work was fun. It was an exciting treat to be with other families. So it was natural



Unit 1 Lintle House in the Big Woods 9 <

that the pioneers found some time to play when they got together to work. When a family had a big
job to be done, neighbors would gather from great distances to help. They called this gathering a
“bee”.
The pioneers had many kinds of bees. In the spring they gathered to help each other plow the
land and plant the fields. In the fall, when harvest time came, they helped each other again.
Sometimes the women and girls gathered for quilting or sewing bees. While they sewed they
visited. They told each other what had happened to them in the days they had been alone. When
they finished, they had*qunlts and clothes 1o keep their families warm.
' A house-raising was one of the best gatherings. When a family needed a house or barn,
everyone from miles around came to help. The men and boys worked hard all day to lay the logs.
Ther they put on the roof, covered the windows and made the door. Meanwhile the women cooked
blg meals for the hungry workers and the small children played
"~ Affer the house was raised or the work was done, everyone was ready to have a good time.
Whtle they were eating supper, many tales and Jokes were told. After supper they enjoyed contests,
smgmq and dancmg _
. Time (301 words)

1 Wluch of the following is not true with the pioneers?
) ‘; a, ’I’hey lived a long distance from each other.
b, They drdn thave modern entertamment -
"c ~ There were no books or newspapers '
d’ There were no football or basketball games.
2. For the ploneers to be together was an adventure because
a. they didn’t like living by themselves
b. they found bemg together would strengthen their fnendshrp
c. somethmg unusual might occur when they were together
d. it was an unusual event to be together ‘
3. According to the text, ‘“bee” means
a. covering a long distance
b. having a treat
c. offering help
d. gathering together
4. A quilting bee could enable women and girls to accomplish all of the following
except .
a. cookmg meals
b. making qu"lts
c. getting or giving mformatlon
d. maintaining fnendly relationships
"5, The topic of the passage is:
a. hardships of pioneers’ life
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S

b. inconvenience of pioneers’ life
c. bees for the pioneers
d. fun of gathering for the pioneers

June 26

Last night when | was reading before the fire, a strange noise on the porch outside announced
an unexpected visitor. When | looked up from the page, | came face to face with a bear looking in the
window. It stood on its back legs, only a thin pane of glass between us. | grabbed the fire poker and
ran up into the loft  (&]#%), pulling the ladder up behind me.

The bear must have been as frightened of me as | was of him because | heard him dash off the
porch. | waited a while, went quickly back down to put out the lamp, then back up again. | kept the
ladder upstairs all night and slept badly, thinking the bear would be back any minute.

July 9

The bear or bears were back last night. They didn’t get the little food | had left, but they did
clamber about on the porch. | discovered claw marks on the wooden board that | had fixed over the
window...

July 12

..l ran into a bear cub this afternoon. On my way to the car we just crossed each other's path.
I could have reached out and stroked him. In fact, this was my first reaction, he looked so friendly and
cuddly (=] LA #a#" ). Fortunately, | knew better, one thing | learnt from a Disney film: never play
with a bear cub because the mama is always nearby. She was. | saw her cross the creek and move
up the hilt as | ran to the car and shut the door behind me...

Time {265 words)

6. On June 26, when the speaker was reading, a bear
a. came into his room
b. touched his face
c. was kept away from him by only a thin pane of glass
d. stood on its back legs and pulled the ladder up
7. The bear came and then went away quickly because
a. the speaker threatened the animal
b. the bear could not catch the man
c¢. the ladder was kept upstairs all night
d. the bear was also frightened
8. On July 9, the bears were back again and this time
a. the man was obviously ready to fight them
b. the man was very friendly to them
c. the man was still frightened and had fixed a wooden board over the window of his
room
d. the bears ate the food left by the man
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9. On July 12, when the man met a bear cub,

a. he was on his way home in his car
b. he reached out and stroked him
¢. he quickly moved away from him
d. he tried to stop him

10. A suitable title for the passage is:
a. Encounters with Bears
b. Fun with Bears
¢. Making Friends with Bears
d. Don’t Be Afraid of Bears

{% Childhood was an illusion (%7 ) and the illusion was this: everything was bigger. No, | mean
everything, not just houses and shops and grown-ups, but colors and flowers and journeys, espe-
- cially journeys which seemed endless. Are we there yet, Daddy?

* Funfairs ( JLE ¥ 54 ) were huge things that spread for miles around you with noise and
lights and exciting danger. Rainy days at home when you were ill seemed to last for ever. Being an
adult yourself was an unthinkable distant possibility. Every sound was louder, every game was grander,
every pain unbearable.

As I've grown old, life has become smaller. Flavors (k) have dulled. Surprises have turned
into shocks. Days are boring. How can I recapture childhood when it was an illusion?

I have only one precious way and even in this way | can regain only the echoes of that larger
world. | can play upon the stage like a child, make the crowd laugh and laugh with them, sometimes
helplessly like a child, and then, even though I'm a sixty-one-year-old, | can almost catch the colors
and sounds and silliness of those bigger years when | was little.

Time {189 words)

11. When the speaker says that childhood was an illusion he means that
a. the illusion made houses, shops and grown-ups bigger
b. children had a wrong idea about houses, shops and grown-ups
c. everything, such as colors, flowers and journeys, seemed to be more wonderful to
a child
d. colors, flowers and journeys were strange to children
12. To the speaker, funfairs were very big things that
a. spread too far
b. were very dangerous
c. were noisy and exciting
d. were hard to understand
13. When the speaker was a child, he thought that
a. being an adult was something in the distant future
b. being an adult was something too distant to be real



